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The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DeveELor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
m 2 form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
tke interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
eaquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
gessible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
=pplication, information with regard to the following 
wabjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
aad other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
sazers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
‘cular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
@elonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Ratistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations ccn- 
sarning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
wz., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Sumples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
geeducts which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Gver 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
wz&ch were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
setgn markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooras of 
#e Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
mew available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

4rrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
SSDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the “Board 








of Trade Journal’ dated Sth May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. ‘The Office dealing with Fai 
matters is at 85, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W.1, 
which address all enquiries should be made. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should he 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 3, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
airculating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. Shotetermation, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
aountries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
astickiy as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
geyment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
Re annual subscription to the “Board of Trade Journal’’). 
i? is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied svulely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
ig the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Semptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
; eeopent and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

nadon, £.v. 4. 





FORM K. 


#.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
farnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
amd Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
Sms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
-ecommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
Zctnre. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should ke 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affliated to the latter. 
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PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


The Regulations for Local Committees in Ireland 
have been issued, and Local Authorities are now in a 
position to proceed with the establishment of Local 
(Committees under the Act. 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

Complaints received during the past week relate to 
the following articles:—Ediswan Lamps, Crockery 
(Teapot), Toothbrushes, Barley, Eoots, Honey, Ready - 
made Clothing (Child’s Coat), Desiccated Coconut, 
Willows tor making baskets, Beatrice Stoves, Neave's 
Food, Lamp Glasses, Bromide Posteards, ‘Twill Flanne!l- 
ette, Peat, Children’s Sandals, Wool, Bynogen, Pick 
Shaft, Blouse Material (Luvisea), Boot Studs, Sponge 
Cake Powder, Thread, Springs for Artificial Legs, 
Mangle Roller, Face Powder, Sardines, Kerosene, Col- 
lodion. 

A Tribunal sat at the Windsor Hotel on Thursday, 
the 27th ult., to hear three cases of profiteering. 

Qne ease, that ot W oodcote Motor C'o., L.td., Epsom, 
against S. Bowley and Son, Ltd., Wellington Works, 
SW., was in respect of a charge of 2s. 6d. a gallon for 
Benzol delivered in 2-gallon tins, complainant alleging 
that he could get Benzol on the same terms at 2s. 4d. 
from the Gas Lighting Improvement Co. The Tribunal! 
discovered during the course of the hearing that Benzo! 
was merely a gide line in Respondent’s business, and, 
taking this into account, considered that an excessive 
profit had not been made, and dismissed the case. 

A meeting of the Standing Cominittee on Investiga- 
tion of Prices was held on Thursday, 21st November. 

A memorandum prepared by the Secretary, Oils and 
Fats Branch, Ministry of Food, dealing with Margar- 
ine, was submitted to the Committee. They decided 
to consider the subject during the week and discuss at 





the next meeting. 

The Committee considered and decided upon their 
Report as to their Investigation into the Clogging in- 
dustry. 

The figures on Worsted Yarns, promised by the Spin- 
ners on 6th November, having been forwarded, were 
laid before the Committee. It was decided at this 
meeting that the original prelirninary findings of the 
Committee, and the alternative figures as submitted by 
the spinners, should be embodied in one composite re- 
port and submitted to the President of the Board of 
Trade for publication. It was further decided that the 
work-of compiling this report should be delegated to 
the Sub-Committee on Wool. 

On Thursday evening the Secretary of the Investiga- 
tion of Prices Committee left for Manchester in com- 
pany with the Chief Accountant, to interview the 
Cotton Spinners, and he reported that they held a Con. 
ference with the Cotton Spinners’ Association, and that 
two members volunteered to submit their books to an 
accountant for investigation. 

As regards the work of the Standing Committee on 
Trusts, a draft report on Road Transport Rates has been 
prepared and circulated to members of the Sub-Com 
mittee. 

The Sub-Committee on Farriery held a meeting on 
20th November, when a draft report was discussed. The 
final report is being prepared for signature and circu- 
lation to members of the Standing Committee on 
Trusts. 
_ The Sub-Committee on Chocolate also held a meet- 
ing on 24th November. Findings and decisions of the 
Committee were approved in final draft, signed and 
Passed for circulation to the Standing Committee on 
Trusts. 

The third meeting of the 


Sub-Committee on Soap 
was held on Tuesday. 


25th November, and it was de- 


ee 
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cided that, pending Messrs. Lever Bros., Ltd.'s reply 
to a questionnaire, information as to costs of produc- 
tion should be obtained from other sources. Large 
users of soap such as laundries have also been mvited 
to give information on the subject of soap prices, ete. 


OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

The President of the Board of Trade has appvinted 
Mr. Garnham Roper, C.B., to be a Pilotage Commis- 
sioner and, in consequence, Mr. Roper will cease to act 
as Assistant Secretary for the Public Utilities and Har- 
bours Department of the Board of Trade. Part of the 
work of the Public Utilities and Harbours Department 
was transferred to the Ministry of Transport. In future 
all duties hitherto undertaken by that Department in 
connection with Lighthouses, Foreshores, Tidal Waters 
and Navigation, Wreck and Salvage, and Pilotage, will 
be undertaken by the Marine Department of the Board 
of Trade, and those connected with Gas and Water Un- 
dertakings by the Power, Transport and Economie De- 
partment. The Marine Department and the Power. 
Transport and Economic Department are at Great 
George Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 

In consequence of the promotion of Mr. H. A. Payne, 
C.b., to be Joint Permanent Secretary, the President 
of the Board of Trade has made the following appoint- 





ments in the Companies Department:—Mr. H. M. 
Wincarls, O.B.E., to be Comptroller; Mr. E. C. Bliss 
to be Chief Clerk. 

Attention is called to the revised back page of the 


‘Journal,’ which sets out in detail the reorganisation 
of the Permanent and Temporary Departments of tie 
Board, 


— 


THE “MONTHLY BULLETIN,” 
Number Five of the *‘ Monthly Bulletin of Statistics 
has been issued. It includes figures received up to 
November 10th last. In regard to coal snd ivon vroduc- 
tion the ‘ Bulletin © 


An examination of the tables shows that as judged by the 
preduction of those fundamental necessaries of industry, 
coul and iron, the restoration of manufacturing industry 
is still seriously hainpered. According to the latest monthly 
figures available the rate of output of coal in Great Britain, 
Fiance, Belgium, the United States and Germany is about 
i2 per cent. Jess than in the last year before the war er 
than in 1918, and the rate of production of pig-iron in the 
United States, the United Kingdom, and Germany has 
fallen by 20 per cent., and that of steel by 15 per cent. 

Comparisons with the year 1918, however, relate to the 
period when the greater part of the industrial activities 
in the leading countries were devoted to military ends, and 
an examination of the whole range of figures available 
suggests that, though the aggregate production of coal and 
iron has fallen, the amount available for civilian purposes 
has increased, though it remains substantially less than 
it was before the war. 

The continued increase in the values recorded for imports 
into and exports from the leading countries, though affected 
by the rising level of prices, expresses nevertheless an 
expanded volume of trade. ~ 





SUys i— 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH 
TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its con:- 
mand an extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which 
comprises the Commercial Diplomatic and Consular 
Services in Foreign countries, and Trade Commissionei :; 
and Imperial Trade Correspondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all 
subjects of commercial interest is received at the Depart- 
ment, where it is collated and classified in a form con- 
venient for reference, and is available to any British 
trader upon personal or written application to the 
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Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
London, $.W.1. | 

The information at the disposal of the Department is 
of a widely varied nature, and includes such matters as 
the following: Syurces of supply; prices, ete., of trade 
products ; Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender 
openings for British trade abroad ; ceneral conditions 
prevailing in overseas markets; demand for particular 
articles abroad: nature and extent of competition, ind 
suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribution and 
marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, etc., 
abroad: firms at home engaged in particular lines of 
business: Foreign and Colonial importers of British 
coods: firms or individuals considered suitable to act 
as representatives or agents for British firms; Foreign 
and Colonial Tariff and Customs regulations; statistics 
of Import or Export; forms of Certificates of Origin; 
regulations concerning commercial travellers, Consular 
Invoices, etc. ; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods ana 
commercial products, are constantly being received from 
abroad and are available for inspection by  Pritish 
traders at 8, Guildhall Court, London, E.C.2. 


‘ 
; 


* 





METHOD OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applica- 
tions for assistance from manufacturers and exporters 
of British goods who are desirous of initiating or 
extending Overseas connections, but it is desired to 
call attention to one or two points, the observance of 
which will facilitate the supply of the information 
required, 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the 
applicant may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade 
Commissioners or Imperial Trade Correspondents in 
the British Empire, and to H.M. Commercial! Diplo- 
matic or Consular Officers in Foreign countries, but 
it is generally advisable to communicate in the first 
instance with the Department of Overseas ‘Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. as the informa 
tion required is frequently already in the possession of 
the Department, and the delay involved in communicat- 
ing with the Officers abroad can therefore often be 
avoided. Should the information required not be avail- 
able in London, the Department will make all necessary 
enquiries abroad on the applicants’ behalf. 

‘Vhen making application for information enquirers 
should clearly specify :— 

(i) The countries concerning which information is 
required : 

(2) The precise kind of goods, and, 

(8) The particular points in regard to which in- 
formation is sought. 

By tollowing this method of making their enquiries 
us specific as possible, applicants will materially assist 
the Department in its endeavour to supply the precise 
information required, ; 

TRADE COMMISSIONER SERVICE. 
| With reference to previous appointments notified in 
th Board of Trade Journal’’ the following appoint- 
nent ls announced :— 
InpIA: Bompay. 

Air, J. L. Wilson-Goode, His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
mivsioner at Cape Town, has been promoted and 
appointed to the newly established post at Bombay. 

_Mr Wilson-Goode was Secretary of the Importers’ and 

iy ool -oingatocnapenes Manchester, and, after serving in 

it ner yom ace — Contro] Board 

department of Overseas Died. ile aaa ner it _ 

post at Cape Town in February, 1918. jain lanes 
| Arrangements are being made for Mr. Wilson-Goode 
to leave South Africa at an early date. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


DECEMBER 4, 1919 


— 











THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 








CanaDA: MONTREAL. 

Captain E. J. Edwards will act in the Senior Trade 
Commissioner post at Montreal vice Mr. G. T. Milne, 
O.5.E., who has been appointed Commercial Secre. 
tary of the British Legation in Cuba (see page 955 of the 
‘* Journal ’’ for 6th November). 

Captain Edwards has had much commercial experiengg 
in various parts of the British Empire, and, atter obtain. 
ing a commission in the R.N.V.R. in 1917, was appointed 
Admiralty Overseer in an Airship works in the North of 
fngland. Recently he has held the post of Manager of 
Sales (Home and Export) for a large manuiacturing firm, 
Captain Edwards will leave this country to take up 

his duties at Montreal as soon as the necessary arrange. 
ments can be made. 





COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC APPOINT'- 
MENT. 
in continuation of the lists of appointrients in the 
new Commercial Diplomatic Service given in recent 
issues of the ** Journal,’ the following «additional 
appointment is now announced :— 
GERMANY. 

Mr. Thomas Robbins, Commercial Commissioner jp 
(rermany. 

Mr. Robbins was apprenticed to a cotton firm on the 
Liverpool Cotton Exchange, and later was employed by 
a steamship company in the same city. Subsequently he 
was with a firm of Cotton Importers at Liverpool, with 
an extensive Continental trade, whom he frequently 
represented in Germany. 

Mr. Robbins saw active service with the Liverpool 
Scottish and the Lancashire Fusiliers, and was !ater 
attached to the Intelligence Corps. Since the signing 
oi the Armistice he has been on the strength of the Army 
of Occupation at Diiren, where, in addition to his military 
duties, he conducted trade enquiries in regard to raw 
material and textiles. 

Mr. Robbins is immediately taking up his duties, 
which are analogous to those of a Commercial Secre- 
tary, at Berlin, where he will be working with Colonel 
thelwall, whose appointment was recently announced 
in the ‘* Journal.” | 





H.M. CONSUL-GENERAL AT NEW YORK. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has 
approved of the transfer of Mr. Henry Gloster Arm- 
strong, at present His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Boston, to be His Majesty’s Consul-General at New 
York, 

Mr. Henry Gloster Armstrong was appointed to be 
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Boston in June last, 
and has been most successful there, Prior to that 
appointment Mr, Gloster Armstrong had been for many 
years in charge of the New York Office of the Manchester 
Ship Canal Company, and has had a wide commercial 
experience . He has travelled in every part of America, 
and knows New York and New Yorkers intimately. He 
is himself a successful business man of independent 
ineans, and has won the cordial recugnition of the British 
business interests which he has represented in the United 
States, and the appreciation of the British steamship 
lines running to New York. There is reason to believe 
that his transfer from Boston to the vacancy at New 
York will be welcomed by all the British commercial 
interests at home and abroad, and especially in New 
York itself. His appointment will please Canada, which 
Dominion he knows. 





TRADE WITH HOLLAND. 

Mr. R. V. Laming, the Acting Commercial Secretary 
at the Hague, is at present on an official visit to the 
United Kingdom, and is desirous of meeting the repre- 
sentatives of British firms interested in the Dutch 
market at the offices of this Department from the 2nd 
to 14th December. United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters desirous of securing an interview are reques- 
ted to send an early intimation to this Department in 
order that appointments may be arranged. 


—_— — 
> 
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Special Articles. 


TRADE IN THE YANGTZE VALLEY. 


TEXTILES, TEXTILE MACHINERY AND DYES. 


DeceMBER 4, 1919. 
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‘From H.M. Consul-General.) 
| TIENTSIN. 

One of the results of the anti-Japanese boycott has 
been to reveal the unexpected proportions of the Jap- 
anese yarn and piece-goods trade in China based as it is 
mainly upon the cotton supply of China. Although the 
Government from the first adopted a strong attitude, 
and warned the public that any attempt to enforce 
trading restrictions on others would not be tolerated, 
and although the boycott seems to have made little 
headway in some directions, there is no doubt that 
British and other merchants have gained business at 
the expense of the Japanese. 

DEMAND FoR Corton Mitt MACHINERY. 

The demand for cotton mill machinery is strong 'n 
the Yangtze Vailey, especially in Tientsin itself, and 
in other places, such as Tongshan, Chinwangtao, Shun- 
tehfu, and even Tsingtao, whence inquiries have been 
addressed to local British firms. Unfortunately owing 
to the inability of the home manufacturers to quute 
terms, much less to guarantee delivery, several con- 





tracts have been secured by an American firm. The 
strong demand is generally attributed to the anti- 


Japanese boycott, which has caused a shortage of yarn 
and of the cheaper piece-goods. 
AMERICAN MACHINERY. 

Before the war the amount of American cotton inil! 
machinery in China was negligible. The Chines: 
believe that British machinery is not only much more 
reliable but much more suited to the conditions in North 
China, with a short stapled cotton and a dry climate 
There has been a considerable amount of co-operation 
between British firms endeavouring to secure these 
contracts, but the chief reason for their failure to secure 
them of late is the high price, and uncertainty as to 
delivery ot the machinery. 

BRITISH OPPORTUNITY. 

The position is not quite hopeless, however. All 
immediately available American machinery is stated to 
have been now contracted for, and no further business 
can be undertaken except on the basis of delivery 
within 18 months. If this is so, British manufacturers 
should make an effort to supply at least one mill in 
order to provide an object-lesson in the comparative 
values of British and American machinery. At pre- 
sent the demand--fostered by the boycott—is strong, 
and there appears to be enough ready capital: but 
there is no guarantee how long it will last, onze the 
enthusiasm engendered by the boycott has subsided, 
and when, as is very possible, some ventures are not 
altogether successful. 

PritisH Firms anp THEIR AGENTS. 

It is reported that the American firm: indicated 
above have already contracted for 250,000 spindles in 
this region, and other American firms perhaps a quarter 
of that number. Weaving machinery will also doubt- 
less be added. It is unfortunate that some British 
manufacturers are represented in this country by 
Chinese and Japanese agents, who generally have 
neither the facilities for arranging contracts, nor the 
same energy and interest in pushing business as a 
British firm might be expected to show. 

Dye TRADE OUTLOOK. 

The requirements for the home trade in dyes are 
known to be so enormous that British firms in China, 
despairing of getting supplies from home, are endeavour- 
ing to make arrangements with manufacturers of dyes 
in other countries. 

One firm, who have for the last three years imported 
dyestuffs from Switzerland on a small scale, propose to 
decentralise the business and work on a broader basis. 
During the war, when stocks were low and prices high 
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it suited both parties to sell the whole stock as it 
arrived directly to one dealer in Shanghai. Now, how- 
ever, that prices are falling, and competition is begin- 
ning to be felt, the obvious method to meet the new 
circumstances is to sell to a number of dealers in 
Shanghai and the other large ports, and end the 
monopoly. 

A tendency recently displayed by some British firms, 
when they think that their trade marks have been 
sufficiently well established, is to send out their own 
representatives. Certain Swiss and French concerns 
have also sent their own agents. While the result of 
these experiments will probably not be encouraging, 
it is a possiblity that must be borne in mind by firms 
entirely dependent on the goodwill of the manutac- 
turer for supplies. 

AMERICAN DyYEs. 
Other firms are importing dyes from America, Dut 


are not very satisfied with either the goods or 
the business methods of American’ exporters. 
For the most part American exporters of dyes 


appear to be dumping abroad their surplus stocks 
rather than attempting to build up a real export 
business on scientific lines, though there are excep- 
tions. The only colours in which American manufac- 
turers have hitherto been at all successful are reds and 
blacks; Japanese dyes are very inferior; and the only 
competition to be feared from American or Japanese 
firms is if they should be in a position to import <lyes 
from Germany on a large scale. 
GERMAN ACTIVITIES RENEWED. 

In this connection it should be mentioned that since 
the signature of the Peace Treaty, Germans have been 
canvassing for, and are reported to have booked orders 
for dyes; how they propose to ship them is not ex- 
plained, unless it is in Japanese bottoms. It is there- 
fore a point to be considered whether, if German dyes 
are to be exported in part payment of the indemnity, 
British firms should not have a share in the handling 
of them. 

WooL FROM THE TIBETAN FRONTIER. 

The possibility of exporting wool from the Tibetan 
frontier grass lands, which has been frequently referred 
to in reports from those districts, has attracted the 
attention of a British firm, who, it is understood, are 
arranging for their up-country representative to make 
a Visit of inspection. 

REVIVAL OF STRAW-BRAID TRADE. 

There has been a revival in this trade generally 
throughout North China, and one British firm has been 
recently reorganised mainly with the idea of exporting 
this commodity. At present the trade is controlled by 
and concentrated at Tsingtao, where, by differential 
railway rates and wharf charges etc., the Japanese 
ensure that no non-Japanese firms shall be able to 
export it profitably. A conference has now been called 
to attempt to arrange a compromise, failing which 
several firms, both Chinese and foreign, have expressed 
an intention of transferring their activities and the 
headquarters of the business to Tientsin. 





THE COAL POSITION. 


EXPLANATION BY SIR AUCKLAND GEDDES. 


In the course of a debate in the House of Commons 
on Friday, the President of the Board of Trade made 
a statement on the Coal Position relative to the reduc- 
tion in price’ of household and domestic supplies. The 
debate arose on a motion by Mr. Brace that a Com- 
mittee should be appointed to inquire into the adminis- 
tration and functions of the Coal Controller’s Depart- 
ment. The passages which are given below from Sir 
A. Geddes’s speech are taken from the Official Re- 
port :— 

The President of the Board of Trade (Sir Auckland 
Geddes): We do not object to this Motion because we want 
to hide the doings of the Coal Controller. We object to the 
Motion in the form in which it is down, because we want to 
set on with the job, and I shall, if I may, run over the his- 
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tors of the last two months of the controversy on this sub- 
ject of the price of coal and output. The first point I make 
in tairness to a body of officials of the highest degree of 
ethciency and possessed of a high degree of expert know- 
ledge. In no ordinary sense is the Coal Control Depart- 
ment a Department of the Board of Trade. The President 
of the Board of Trade is entirely responsible to this House 
for the conduct of the Coal Mines Department so far as 
the commercial side is concerned, but the Department is not 
under the permanent secretaries of the Board of Trade. it 
is an independent Department in its organisation, but is 
represented here by the same Minister as represents the 
Board of Trade, from which he derives his title. I know— 
I have seen them in print—that many attacks are made upon 
the Board of Trade for its conduct of the Coal Mines De- 
partment, and, in fairness to the officials who are concerned, 
I would like to make it quite clear that the Coal Mines 
Departinent is not in that sense a Department of the Board 
of Trade at all. It is linked with the Board of Trade 
through the President. 


Tat CoMMISSION’S FINDINGS. 


Let us look at the history of this question. I became 
responsible tor the coal control in this country on 30th May, 
when Lt became President of the Board of Trade, and on 3rd 
June —I was therefore entirely responsible for it—a Paper 
was prepared and laid before Mr. Justice Sankey’s Com- 
inission, showing what the application of certain principles 
which his Commission had adopted as final would mean to 
the coal trade as it existed at that time. Two of the findings 
which are germane were these: First, that it was certain 
that the present price of coal exported to neutrals could 
not be maintained, and, secondly, that the shortening of the 
working day would lead, at all events for the time being, 
to a reduction of 10 per cent., or something just under 10 
per cent., in output. I wish to make that point perfectly 
clear in order that I may meet a matter which was raised 
by the hon Member for the Ince Division (Mr. S. Walsh), 
that when we came to announce the increase in the price 
of coal we did it without giving any warning either to the 
Fiouse or to the country. Really that is not so. 

Mr. Walsh: Or to the Advisory Board? 

sir A. Geddes: The members of the Advisory Board who 
were on the Coal Commission received the information 
which is contained in the White Paper on the 4th day of 
June of this year. It was published in all the Press on the 
5th day of June, published in full in some of the larger 
newspapers, and I think on the 4th day of June, answering 
a question in this House, I drew attention to the figures 
‘hich had been published. It will be remembered that in 
the Paper which appeared before the Commission the finan- 
celal deficit which would arise upon the working of the coal 
mines, taking the findings of the Commission as part of the 





data, the financial deficit spread over the whole 
of the output would work out at the rate of 4s. 6d. 
per ton. It was afterwards discovered, not outside but 


within the office, that, although that was perfectly accurate 
as an arithmetical statement, it was not a statement of 
what would have to be done in the way of increase to meet 
the loss which would have to be met if the findings of the 
Sankey Commission were borne out by the facts. It was a 
perfectly simple calculation which has never once been dis- 
puted. The figures worked out at 6s. per ton on all the coal 
consumed inland. Those figures which were published on 
the 3rd June, which were before the Sankey Commission, 
which afterwards were re-published for the convenience of 
the House as a White Paper, and which I think are familiar 
to all the Members of the House, were never at the time dis- 
puted. They had six weeks of publicity before the debate 
took place in this House, six weeks during which they were 
open to criticism by that very critical body, the Roval 
Commission, which was inquiring into the coal-mining in- 
dustry. It is quite true that the Report which was signed 
by Mr. Justice Sankey and by three of those who were asso- 
ciated with him on the Commission, Mr. Arthur Balfour, 
Sir Thomas Royden, and Sir Arthur Duckham, was not 
signed and was not accepted by those members of the Com- 
mission who were more especially identified with the miners’ 
point of view, but the fact remains that the figures were 
never challenged at that period. 


THe Estimatep Ovtrvt. 

A further fact is remarkable. We are always being told 
—it is dinned ints us from day to day, if not in this House, 
by meetings outside or by articles in the Press—that the 
estimated output was wrong. I know of no foundation for 
saying that the estimate of output was wrong. We have 
had so far since July some eighteen weeks. During the first 
ten weeks or thereabouts of that period we were still within 
that part of the year when, according to custom, holidays 
are taken in the mines and when the output is low. We 
are now in the period when, according to custom, holidays 
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are not being taken among the miners, and the output jg 
hich. During those weeks which have elapsed we haye 
actually obtained from the mines an output of 73,000,009 
tons, which is at the rate of 203,000,000 tons a vear. Any. 
one who has studied the curve of output in connection with 
the mining industry knows that the output rises durj 

this period of the year, that it falls in the ordinary courg 
about Christmas and the New Year, then for a furthe 
period it is fairly high again, but when spring comes and 
the holidays begin it falls again. I can find no paper where 
anvone speaking on behalf of the Government  saig 
there could not possibly be an improved output over the 
whole year. Our case the whole time was that we had from 
the start, because of transport difficulties, difficulties in cop. 
nection with men newly back from the War, and difficulties 
with regard to stores, supplies, railways and machinery— 
we had at the beginning to accept an output for the firs 
half of the year of 217,000,000 tons; but we alwavs said the 
output might rise and that when it did rise prices would go 
down. That estimate of 217,000,000 tons was very strongly 
criticised by two hon. Members opposite, the right hon, 
Member for Abertillery (Mr. Brace) and the hon. Gentlemay 
tor the Ogmore Division (Mr. Hartshorn), and I must say 
that in that Debate, which we had on the 14th of July, the 
best speech was made by the hon. Member for the Ogmore 
Division, and it quite shook me. It was a most powerfy] 
speech. The hon. Member based his statement as to what 
the future held upon twenty years’ experience, and he sup. 
ported that statement by a wealth of figures and eloquence 
and an obvious knowledge and sincerity which carried con. 
viction almost to the heart of the individual on the Treasury 
Bench. I really had to turn round to the Coal Controller, 
who sat behind me, and say, ‘‘ Surely there must be some. 
thing wrong in our figures? ’’ And he said, *‘ Well, I do 
not know. The hon. Member for Ogmore is pretty good.” 


Mr. HartsHorn’s EstiMaATE. 


But let me see what the hon. Member says. He told us 
the question was whether we could, under a seven-hour day, 
get a 237-ton output as against the average 263-ton output 
under an eight-hour day. Mr. Justice Sankey estimated 
that there would be a reduction of 10 per cent. consequent 
on the alteration of the number of hours worked per day, 
and a 10 per cent. reduction would reduce the 263 to 237 
tons. Then he went on with an interesting historical pas 
sage, in which he referred to the Tonypandy incident, which, 
he said, culminated in a national strike. But notwith- 
standing the strike they produced an average of 263 tons per 
man per year in 1911—-a year in which, according to himself, 
he was organising strikes. Then, he asked, ‘‘ What is to 
prevent us producing 237 tons per nan per year in future?” 
The answer to that [ had given earlier in the day. It was 
that factors outside would prevent the output rising to that 
level. The hon. Member pointed out with great strength 
and emphasis that we were basing our ideas on the output 
for the time being of 183 tons per person employed per year, 
In a later speech, on the 4th November, he was even more 
sure that our figures were wrong. By that time the effect 
his speech had had upon me had worn off. He said there 
was no reason why we should not have 245 tons per man 
to-day as well as in 1913. There is no reason, but, in prac- 
tice, you cannot do it. The figures which raised his con- 
tempt, figures which he told us were impossible, and I 
think I am not exaggerating when I say he suggested they 
were absurd, were 183. tons. These have proved by 
experience in the weeks which have elapsed to have been 
too sanguine an estimate for this particular period, for the 
actually ascertained figure of output per person employed 
in the industry since the hours were reduced is at the rate 
of 1814 tons per person employed per year. 

Mr. Walsh: During a period of strikes? 

Sir A. Geddes: Covering the strike period as he covered 
the strike period. I admit that the period covered was 4 
period of considerable unrest and disturbance. T am, there 
fore, prepared to take the best four weeks that have since 
then elapsed in which there was no strike and in which 
everything was running smoothly. 

Mr. Walsh: Do vou take them as a test of the year’s pro- 
duction? 

Sir A. Geddes: As a test of the accuracy of the statement 
of the hon. Member for Ogmore. The best four weeks that 
there have been—any hon. Member can pick out any pat- 
ticular four weeks he likes—yet the highest you can get for 
the men employed in the industry is only on that basis with- 
out any stoppages, witheut any holidays, 200 tons per person 
employed. That is evident. The strongest attack, the only 
strong attack made on the figures put forward as the founda- 
tion of the findings of the Sankey Commission, was bas 
upon a very incomplete appreciation of the difficulties by 
which the industry was surrounded, and from the incom- 
pleteness of that appreciation arose inevitably — the 
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mmaccuracy Which [ have _ pointed out. The fact 
is that the twenty years’ experience which was invoked to 
prove that the figures we put forward were wrong was mis- 
leading, because the conditions surrounding the industry 
in the months through which the industry had to pass from 
July on were so different from those that surrounded it at 
any time in the twenty pre-war years. The basic figure 
really stands to-day as a fair guide to what we may expect 
in the way of output during the financial year. 


A Recent STATEMENT OF F1GURES. 

My right hon. Friend the Member tor West Fife (Mr. 
Adaiisou) the other day asked me a long question, of which 
he gave me private notice, covering a series of hypotheses 
as to What would happen with various and varied outputs, 
and what would happen if certain outputs were to continue. 
With a desire to meet the point, I prepared most carefully 
an answer which I gave assuming his hypothesis. I am 


‘sorry about some things that have happened in connection 


with that answer. It has been stated, without any truth, 
that after giving that answer I wrote a letter either to my 
right hon, Friend or to some other hon. Member opposite 
stating that the figures I had given were wrong and saying 
that the figures we had prepared were not complete. TI had, 
as a matter of fact, a few moments’ conversation on this 
Bench with my right hon. Friend at that time—perfectly 
friendly, as our conversation always is—and he explained, 
aud [ explained to him, that the place where the discrepancy 
arose between the figures he had given and those I gave was 
that he had forgotten to remember the holidays. My right 
hon. Friend will remember that conversation, I am sure. 
Then he asked me why I did not tell him anything about a 
.eduction in price. I said, ‘‘ Well, we are not ready. It is 
very complicated and difficult, and work is still being done 
apon it.’’ That was absolutely and accurately a statement 
ot the case, but on that—this | regret—a case has been built 
up, based upon a complete mis-statement that the figures 
which L gave on that occasion were wrong. The figures 
which I gave on that occasion were simply the answers to a 
series of problems in simple arithmetic proposed to me by 
my right hon. Friend on a variety of hypotheses. They 
had nothing whatever to do with any estimates which we 
were making. They contained one extraordinary and in- 
teresting point, namely, that the practical knowledge 
brought to bear by my right hon. Friend did not prevent 
him falling into what, after all, is a comparatively simple 
irap—it did not prevent him overlooking the fact that in 
nuliiplying the weekly outputs into annual outputs you have 
to consider the reduction which has to be made cn account 
of the recognised holidays in the coalfields. It was a very 
ins'ructive incident, and it showed to my mind how, even 
with the practical knowledge which my right hon. Friend 
possesses to the fullest extent, a slip of that sort is easily 
made, 

My right hon. Friend the Member for Ince (Mr. Waish) 
spoke of me as thinking of myself as infallible. Heaven 
knows I never had any idea of that sort in my head! The 
only thing which has been of great comfort to me is to find 
fallibility on the other side of the Hause among those who 
claim to know all about the industry, and to be, indeed, in all 
human likelihood, beyond making a mistake of that simple 
nature. 

‘‘ EXPERT GUESSES .”’ 

I should like to say that, in all estimates of this sort, there 
is never the slightest thought in anybody’s mind that in 
putiing forward the estimate he is announcing as a prophet 
what is going to happen in the future. It only is the best 
expert guess that anybody can make at the moment and at 
the time. It isnot more than that. The situation in which 
we were in July, the situation in which we are to-day—in- 
deed, the whole series of situations through which we have 
passed between those dates—have all been more or less a 
surprise to us as we realised what the situation was. We 
have got no certain knowledge, we cannot have any certain 
knowledge, of what is going to happen either in connection 
with the output in the future or in connection with the 
prices in the future. We do not even know what the winter 
is going to be; whether it is going to be a keen, hard winter, 
with frost and snow, or a soft winter with westerly winds. 
All that is something which we cannot in any possible way 
foretell. At such a time as this, averages from the past are 
of extraordinarily little help. We can only put forward 
what we believe to be the most probable course of events, 
and the evidence upon which we have to rely in coming 
to a decision is at best the most satisfactory expert guess— 
Tam not going to call it more than an expert guess— 
which we have at our disposal. Who in July, among all the 
Memhers of this House, who among the thousands, indeed 
the miliioas, of people who read the evidence and the find- 
ings of the Sankey Commission, who among the whole lot 
said or could have said with certainty after they read the 
Sankev Report that it was certain that the then present 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—-continued. 





price could not be maintained? Who is there among the imil- 
tions who said at that time that that statement was wrong? 

Mr. Holmes: I did. 

Sir A. Geddes: But that was four months afterwards—in 
July. 

Mr. Holmes: 
July. 

Sir A. Geddes: Does anyone pretend that he knew or 
could have foreseen the course which the price of coal which 
was being exported would take? Furthermore, I hope Il 
have shown that the basis of 217,000,000 tons which we have 
in the White Paper was a reasonable basis, and is being 
borne out very reasonably by the facts. I+ is not tar wrong. 
Jt is rather an over-estimate than an under-estimate at 
present, but it will soon not be an over-estimate. 


CoaL FoR Export. 


But in connection with the amount of coal for export, the 
course of events indicates a departure from that which might 
reasonably have been expected from reading the White 
Paper. ‘The amount of coal which has been exported since 
that period is about 9,300,000 tons, between the middle otf 
July and the end of October. Of course, we have not the 
November figures yet. But let us consider why there was an 
increase in the amount of coal being exported. Was it a 
thing which was at all foreseeable? As a matter of fact, no 
human being could have foreseen the reason which ultimately 
became decisive. The fall in the output of coal took place 
in the inland collieries. The rise in the output of coal was 
principally in the exporting fields. The railways were un- 
able to get coal from those exporting fields across country. 
There were no satisfactory main lines in anything like 
suilicient quantity to make good inland what was being lost 
by the fall in output. Could any person early in the year 
have foreseen that there would be industries standing in 
the middle of Engiand for lack of coal because the railways 
could not get coal to them at a time when coal production 
inland was down? No one could have predicted that such an 
almost impossible state of affairs could have arisen; yet it 
did arise. Could anyone have predicted that coastwise 
shipping would fall off as it did, so that coal could not be 
moved round the coast and could not get inland, and 
hundreds of thousands of tons had to be allowed to go over- 
seas because we could not move them to any place of con- 
sumption within our islands, and we could not land the coal 
at ports where landing arrangements did not exist? These 
are all factors which arose and which have disturbed, not 
very much but to some extent, the proportion between the 
coal used inland and the coal exported. 


PricE oF Exrort Coat. 


It is true that in connection with that export there has 
been a big change in connection with the price. The price 
uf export coal has risen enormously. The reasons for that 
rise are very complicated, if you trace them all back right 
through to two or three points of origin; but the real reason 
is simply stated. There is a world shortage of coal, and 
the nations clamour for it and are prepared to pay almost 
any price for it, but the existence of that world shortage 
was not foreseeable in all its intensity early in the year. 
There is no man I know who predicted so serious a decline 
in the world’s output, especially in European output, as 
there has been. No one could have predicted early in the 
vear the tact that there would be a widespread strike in 
America in the autumn which would remove from the mar- 
kets of the world tens of millions of tons of coal. That will 
have the effect of keeping up the price of coal for months 
to come. These are the factors which have led to a different 
financial result from that which we anticipated at the time 
the White Paper was laid before the House—factors mainly 
operating outside this country, though a few of them origin- 
ated within it. But the most important factors arese and 
had their being and have exercised their effect from outside 
the country altogether. We have therefore to recognise 
that so far as any of these forecasts can be used, the White 
Paper has formed a fairly reliable guide with regard to out- 
put. There have been certain disturbances which have 
affected the first part of the year with regard to the dis- 
tribution of that got coal between inland consumption and 
export, but a return to something like the forecast may 
reasonably be expected unless there is some completely new 
disturbance during the next few months. The point where 
the White Paper departs as a reasonable guide from reality 
is in the question of price, and there we have got these world 
factors which have determined the course which the export 
prices have pursued, and as a Paper which was issued simply 
as a basis upon which the increase in the cost of coal to the 
consumer by 6s. in the ton is calculated, looking back on it 
now, it seems to be surprisingly helpful as a guide. 


We did not have the White Paper until 





FINANCE OF THE INDUSTRY. 


Che actual position of the industry with regard to finance 
can, I think, be stated fairly easily. The financial state- 
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ment deals with a dilierent year from the output statement 
which in the past we have been working on. It was in July 
thal the reduction in the working hours caime into torce, 
aud in order io have soine forecast we worked a year, trom 
July to July. Looking at the thing from the financial point 
of view, we are dealing with a separate year, but that in- 
troduces no real difnculty into the position, as long as one 
has quite clearly in mind that it is not the same twelve 
months. <At the end of the last financial year, on the last 
day of March, tie position of the coal industry was that 
there was a very considerable deficit on the working of the 
industry, which at that moment amounted to £11,000,0U0. 
Leaving that altogether out of the question, and paying no 
attention io it, we wiil take this financial year. The first 
part of the vear, whiie the longer hours were being worked, 
and while tlie price of coal was not raised, led to a deiicit. 
quite independent oi the £11,000,000, of £9,000.000. That 
was before the price was raised. After the price was raised 
the deficit was added to during the period of bad output 
during tie period ot disturbance. Probably in September 
—until we get the exact figures and they have been put be- 
fore an accountant, I cannot say to a day—but in Sepiemben 
or early in October the deficit which had accrued trom the 
middle of July was tiattened out, and we were back to the 
£9,000,00G deficit which had occurred before the middle of 
July. Then as we came aiong we began to work out the 
problem of what we were going to do in connection with the 
rest of the financial year. Were we to say that the 
£9,000,000 was to be wiped out and regarded as though it 
had never been, and be taken as a charge on the Treasury. 
and were we to reduce the price of inland coal now? I have 
never struck a more anxious or more difficult problem than 
that which faced us in the middle of last month. What was 
the step we were to take’ Here we were, with a com- 
paratively speaking smail proportion of our coal going over- 
seas, yet that comparatively speaking small proportion of 
our coal was making enormous profits. We had the large 
proportion of our coal being used inland and overall making 
a loss, and based on that coal which was making a loss we 
had such industries as the cotton industry, the woollen in- 
dustry, soap, linoleum (An hon. Member: ‘‘ Steel!’’) I 
will leave out steel for the imoment and deal with manu- 
facturing industries in, which there is not the enormous use 
of coal that you have in the steel industry. These indus- 
tries are making great profits. We found that if we were 
to reduce the price of inland coal all over, the State had to 
turn itself into a banker giving. advances to inland col- 
lieries in order to keep them going, and at the very moment 
when there is plenty of money in industry as a whole-—and 
such industries as I have referred to—to keep this basis 
which is the very foundation of their existence. Without 
indicating what was in our minds—that is one of the diffi- 
culties that you cannot give any information in advance as 
to what you are going to do—we consulted with coal owners, 
with manufacturers, and here, there, and everywhere with 
anvone who could give us valuable expressions of opinion. 
We were also faced by this position, that our coastwise 
shipping was practically not moving in anything like suffi- 
cient volume because ot the high costs of carting. We were 
absolutely subsidising, in order to relieve the pressure upon 
the railways, our coastwise shipping. We were getting the 
ports blocked and the railways blocked because this coast- 
wise shipping was not moving. We could not even get the 
coal round the country and round to the ports because the 
ships would not stay in the coastwise trade. We had to 
bring them back under an arrangement made by the Ship- 
ping Controller fo get them there. 


REASONS FOR THE HovsEHOLD CoaL REDUCTION. 


Fere we had an almost insoluble problem of finance and 
administration to reduce the price of inland coal, with every 
pit serving inland districts, and yet the industry as a whole 
making large profits. With the best expert guess that the 
accountants can make, taking every factor into considera- 
tion, they tell me that as we are running now, the £9,000,000 
that was out on the first three months of the year could be 
paid off in the course of next month, and if the prices go on 
and the relative distribution of coal between inland and 
export continues very much as it is now, there will be a 
profit of £17,000,000 on this financial year. That is a fund 
in posse—it does not exist—which we propose to use to re- 
duce the price of coal for household and domestic purposes. 
We believe that by reducing the price of coal for 
household and domestic purposes that we shall really 
make the best use of that money. It is a_ profit 
which is being made out of one of the national assets 
because of the extraordinary and abnormal conditions 
under which the world finds itself. It is no invention of 
the coal owner, it is not even an invention of the miner, it 
is a national asset, and we propose. because of the high 
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prices that are being made out of it, to try w help in , 
direction where at present it seems to us heip is mog 
needed. We have got a cost of living in this country yepy 
higi. In certain directions it is almost inevitable they nay 
rise slightly higher, and unless you can get some big suddey 
change made in one of the basal necessaries of home life the 
price ot living will rise so that even with the increased wages 
now being paid you will get hardship. Then will come q 
further struggle tor increased wages, which will only haye 
the effect of putting up the cost of living for everyb dy al 
round. It seems to us that one of the most valuable things 
we can do at the present time is, so far as it is possible 
without calling upon the taxes or a subsidy, to give thp 
best possible value in goods to the wage-earners when they 
vo to buy. If we can do that, then we may hope ihat we 
shall be able to check, if only tor a time, this revolution oj 
the vicious circle of rising wages, increased costs, and 9j 
rising wages and increased costs again which, li ic gocs oy 
unchecked, will intallibly in the loug run strangle the indus. 
try of this country. Therefore, not only from sentiinenta| 
veasons—yet the reason of humanity was strong and power/y| 
in our minds when we came to this decision—but in the belie; 
that the step we were taking was in the best interests of the 
trade of the country, we decided to devote a large proportion 
of the anticipated profit to cutting down the price of the 
coa! which was either used as raw coal in the honie or used 
in the secondary form of gas or electric light, in order that 
we might bring some ease to the increasingly heavy burden 
of domestic cost which every householder has to bear. That 
is the policy which we have adopted. Certain speakers io. 
day have said that because, before the reduction was an. 
nounced, I had said the decrease would not be as much as 
6s., I had misled the House. I do not think so, but if | 
did { regret it. I was speaking, and everyone was speak- 
ing of a reduction over the whole of the inland coal. We 
could not have reduced all over the inland coal by anything 
like 6s, on the present figures. We should have got some. 
where about 3s., leaving no margin for contingencies, or to 
ineet these disturbances which will inevitably arise. So we 
have made this change, believing that it is in these times, in 
these abnormal and exceptional circumstances, the best use 
that can be made of this profit which will accrue before the 
end of the financial year. I think that that explanation must 
carry conviction ta the minds of most people in the country, 
and that it is better, if there be this profit, to see that it is 
actually distributed for the benefit of the whole population. 
The whole population uses either coal or gas or electric light- 
ing. There is no individual, with a few exceptions perhaps 
of people in scattered valleys who use peat, paraffin oil or 
candles. The miners always had the benefit of this low 
price. 

Mr. Walsh: Will the right hon. Gentleman be willing to 
take some slight correction of that statement? There are 
tens of thousands of people in the mines who have never had 
cheap coai. In my own county there are more than 40,(0 
people who pay the full rates for their coal. The right hon. 
Gentleman is hopelessly wrong. 

Sir A. Geddes: Those people will get the 10s. off. 

Mr. Walsh: Yes; but you are saying that they always had 
it. Your facts were hopelessly wrong in the beginning. 

Sir A. Geddes: It was to meet the suggestion that miners 
would not get the benefit. If they are paying the full com 
mercial price they will get the benefit. 

Mr. Walsh: The point to which I invite attention is that 
the right hon. Gentleman said that the miners always had 
that benefit. That is not the case at all. 

Sir A. Geddes: Apparently we misunderstand each other. 
1 was answering a suggestion that the miners would not be 
benefited, and I was pointing out that the miners had had 
the benefit of this reduction before. If they were getting 
the coal at a low commercial price they do not get the benefit 
now, hut those who were paying the commercial price or very 
near it will get the benefit. 

Mr. Spencer: There are men to-day who are getting 20} 
ewt. per ton and they are not getting the advantage which 
the right hon. Gentleman indicates. 


NoTHING To HIDE. 


Sir A. Geddes: That is our policy. It has been urged 
with great force and moderation that this House should 
know exactly what the position is. I agree. There is 10 
thing whatever that we wish to hide, but we are asked at 
the present moment to appoint a Select Committee to 1n- 
quire into the details of this wretched Department, which has 
had to struggle under difficulties for a long time, which has 
been ploughed up, turned inside out, and has spent months 
as a sort of servant to the Sankey Commission. One Con- 
troller has died. another one has resigned feeling over- 
worked, and through the whole of its time the Department 
has been the very focus of two streams of propaganda. Now 
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we have undertaken, and of course we will carry out the 
syomise in the spirit im which it was made, to get for the 
House, prepared by entirely independent accountants, an 
actual statement of the position of the coal industry. 
The firm of atcountants whom we have selected—we have 
raxen one Which, so far as IL know, has never done work 
jor any Government Department before, and therefore has 
never done any work for us and is perfectly independent—-is 
Messrs. Alfred Tonge and Company, of Manchester and Glas- 

The terms ot reference are, 

* First, to examine and report upon the White Paper 
of July, 1919, with a view to ascertaining whether the 
estimates contained in it were based upon assumptions 
or deductions which were reasonably and fairly reflected 
in the information then obtainable, and, two, to exam- 
ine and report upon the data on which the reduction of 
price by 10s. per ton of coal for household and domestic 
use is based.” 

That examination has begun. In accordance with the 
undertaking which I gave the House some days ago. It Is 
proceeding, and as soon as the Report is received and is 
ready we will publish it and circulate it to the House, and 
it the House, after it sees that Report, says that this is not 
satisfactory, then we wili most certainly be prepared to 
vonsider any representations the House may wish to make 
jor any further examination in regard to the matter if the 
House will agree to wait until the report is in its hands. 
We have had three things thrust on this coal control at ihe 
noment over and above its normal work. There is work 
recuired for this investigation, and the work which the Coal 
Control will have to do in connection with the whole of the 
Committce’s stages of the Bill fer the limitation of profits, 
and if we had also to give evidence before a Select Com- 
mittee of this House, really it would be awful. But out- 
side that, and outside the coal control altogether, there is 
the question of production. An examination throughout 
the country, not of the Coal Controller’s Department as an 
office, but the whole working of the industry, and if the 
House wishes any special form of inquiry into the output 
outside the Coal Control, what is done in the mines, in this 
field or that field and so on—any representations that the 
House would like to make on that subject we will most cer- 
tainly go into. We have no objection whatever to a general 
inguiry into the causes of the changes, up or down, in out- 
put. 1 do not know how long such an inquiry would take, 
but we certainly will agree to it. There is one other point. 
My right hon. Friend the Member for Abertillery (Mr. 
Brace} said that we had broken up the Advisory Committee, 
which consisted of representatives of the coal owners and 
the men. Actually the facts are, of course, that the repre- 
sentatives of the men resigned. 

Mr. Hartshorn: You treated them with contempt. 

Sir A. Geddes: Far from treating them with contempt, 
let us look at the whole position. The Advisory Committee 
was of great service to Sir Guy Calthrop. I knew its work; 
I even uttended some of its meetings during the time that 
he was Coal Controller. I know the Committee well. I 
speak of this dispassionately, because it had nothing to do 
with me as an-individual. Early in this year we got the 
Sankey Commission appointed, and on that Commission 
there were, I think, three of the miners’ representatives 
sho were on the Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Brace: Two members of the Advisory Committee. 
Mr. Rogers is not a member of the Advisory Committee. 

Sir A. Geddes: Two, then. It became quite impossible, at 
least it was judged to be very difficult, that the same in- 
dividuals who were sitting on a Commission where they 
were representing jvery strong views with great power, 
should at the same time be advising as to the best means of 
carrying out some other policy. Rightly or wrongly, it was 
felt that until that controversial phase had passed it would 
be better that the Committee should not, at all events, meet 
to discuss any point which might involve political issues. 
That policy was adopted with perfect frankness and with 
perfect openness. We would regret very much, particularity 
after the tone which was adopted by the right hon. Gentle- 
man to-day, if the miners were to persist in their decision 
not to co-operate with the Coal Controller. 

There are none of the other minor points with which 
I wish to deal. I want merely to say that I would ask 
this House to believe that in this very very difficult position 
in which we found ourselves, with this coal control in the 
form in which it was—I would ask the House to believe that 
we have never at any moment tried to conceal from the 
House what the position of affairs was, so far as we knew 
at. 
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any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Reqgula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘Journal,’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
ieyal interpretations of the tect of the documents them- 
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FRENCH-ITALIAN LABOUR TREATY. 

The more important provisions of a treaty which was 
signed on 30th September (and referred to in the 
** Journal ’’ of 6th November) between Italy and France, 
eoverning the treatment of immigrant workmen from 
the two countries, are given below. It must be observed 
that until the treaty has duly passed both the Italian 
and French Senates and Parliaments, it cannot be con- 
sidered as valid. 

The chief provisions of the treaty are as follow :— 

The two Governments shall grant all necessary facilities 
to such subjects of each of the two countries as may desire 
to proceed to the other for the purpose of working there, 
and the frontier authorities are to concert measures for this 
purpose. In order to avoid aay prejudice to the economic 
development or to the working classes of either of the two 
countries, an Italo-French Commission is to be set up, 
Which will usually meet twice a year in Paris, and wil! 
consider the views of Labour and employers’ commissions or 
other organisations. Immigrant workmen will enjoy the 
same privileges as nationals in the matter of work and 
conditions generally. 

The wages of immigrant workmen are not to be lower 
than those ruling for nationals. Special attachés are to be 
appointed to the Embassies of the two countries with the 
right of communicating directly with the authorities con- 
cerned regarding all labour questions. Equality of treat- 
ment is provided for as regards old age pensions, insurance, 
and medical aid. 

limmigrant workers are to have the same rights as 
nationals in respect of the acquisition of property, mutual 
aid, and charitabie organisations. They can act on concilia- 
tion and arbitration commissions in disputes in which they 
are interested. Miners in France shali have the right to 
nominate a representative to submit their demands to 
emplovers and authorities. In districts where large numbers 
of immigrant workinen are employed, a mixed committee, 
op which representatives of the Government, the inspector 
of labour and the consular officer concerned and two work- 
men shall sit, shall be formed, with a view to safeguarding 
the general interests of such persons and their families. 

Special conventions are to be concluded regarding seamen 
and fishermen, equality of treatment for education and 
admission into schools, and insurance against accidents, 
illness, ete. 

The Treaty finally provides that the two Governments 
shall open negotiations within a year of the ratification 
thereot for the conclusion of similar agreements for their 
respective colonies and possessions, 





CANADIAN DEMAND FOR BRITISH GOODS. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto writes that 
there is a substantial demand for British goods and 
that a number of enquiries concerning them have been 
received at his Office. Considerable disappointment is 
expressed by local buyers as to the comparatively slow 
return of the United Kingdom manufacturer to this 
market. Many quotations received are high, and state- 
ments with regard to delivery are very indefinite. The 
difficulties with which United Kingdom manufacturers 
are contending are frequently explained, but the fact 
remains that British goods are not being sold here in 
the volume in which local purchasers desire. 


GERMAN ACTIVITY IN SPAIN. 


Spanish journals are full of announcements of German 
firms who are ready to make contracts in Spain on the 
same terms as before the war, and to accept payments 
in marks—25 pesetas being actually equal to 100 marks 
—so that the offer is tempting. Wishing to secure an 
uninterrupted market in Spain for the sale of her goods, 
Germany has decided to have recourse to ‘‘ dumping,’’ 
and is accordingly flooding the Spanish market with 
optical instruments, laboratory fittings, porcelain, and 
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faience, which are oftered for sale at halt the price ot 


similar Sapnish articles. 

It is considered rather curious that recently, when 
Germany was preparing to ** dump ” g 
quantities into Spain, all the glassworks in the country 
stopped work. 








REGISTRATION OF PATENTS, TRADE MARKS, 
AND DESIGNS IN POLAND. 

A telegram has been received by the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Representatives at Warsaw stating that the 
period of registration in respect of rights in Industrial 
Property acquired in different parts of Poland under 
documents issued by the Patent Ofnces of States to 
which such parts of Poland were f rmerly subject has 
been extended until the 30th June, 1920. 

in this connection, attention is directed to the 
which appeared in the issue of the ** Journal 
Sth June, 1919. 


rotice 


dated 





EXPORTS FROM THE GEORGIAN REPUBLIC. 

According to a statement published in the ** Basler 
Nachrichten ’’ the Georgian Government has decreed 
that the State will have the monopoly of all the prin- 
cipal articles for export. This measure has been taken, 
it is stated, with a view to combating all attempts at 
speculation, and also for the purpose of being able to 
employ these products as means of barter in exchange 
for foreign goods. ‘Thus, great quantities of manganese, 
worth over three thousand million roubles, have already 
been concentrated at Tchiatouri aud at Poti, whence 
exportation can be effected. - 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Perne, quoting the 
sume authority, states that this year’s tobacco harvest 
has proved excellent and is being stored by the planters 
in the central warehouses of the Republic. 





_-_——- T 


SWEDISH ENTERPRISE IN SIBERIA. 

Aceording to the Swedish Press, the Swedish s-.s. 
‘* Halvar ’’ has returned to Sweden from a trace expedi- 
tion to the mouth of the Obi River, Siberia, on which 
she was accompanied by one British and eight Russian 
ships. The ‘* Halvar’’ carried a cargo of agricultural 
machinery, separators, nails and saw blades. She 
reached Port Yenisei and Nashodka where, owing to 
the lack of harbour appliance and lighters, great dift- 
culties were experienced in discharging the cargo and in 
loading a return cargo. 

The representative of the Swedish Government who 
accompanied the expedition states in his official report 
that, given more ordered conditions and_ sufficient 
lighters to discharge cargo, trade by this route would 
in his opinion be profitable. He reports that there is 
a big demand for all classes of goods, such as agricul- 
tural machinery, axes, scythes, machinery for saw- 
mills, electrical machinery, motors, paper, matches, 
slassware, ete., for which Siberia can offer in exchange 
erain, copper, asbestos, butter, wool, hides, skins, hair 
and coal. 

It is intended to despatch another expedition next 
year. 





JAPANESE-AMERICAN ALUMINIUM COMPANY 

Representatives of an American aluminium eoncern 
have recently arrived in Japan, according to the Press, 
to confer with Japanese aluminium interests in the 
formation of a company, the proposed capital of which 
is yen 10,000,000, the Americans to take one-half the 
shares and the Japanese the other. The parties are in 
negotiation with the Japanese Government for water- 
power rights in Toyama Prefecture. The American 
company, having agreed to transfer to the Japanese 
company all its manufacturing rights and technical ex- 
perience, do not wish that the shares to be offered in 
Japan should be open to public subscription. 


_ — 
—_— 
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MELBOURNE, 

The main features of the Budget propeaals for 1919-99. 
introduced to the House of Representatives by the Acting 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth Government (Mr. Poynton), 
was the absence of new taxation for the new financial] vear, 
aud increases in the rates of old age and invalid pensions, 
The receipts in 1918-19 were over £3,000,000 more than 
provided for in the Estimates, 

Some interesting comparisons were made between curren; 
conditions and those prevailing in the financial year 1913-14. 
The development of local manufactures and the Government 
control of wool, wheat, ete., were referred to at length by 
the Acting Treasurer. - 

ReEcEIPTS AND Expenvitvre: Comparison wit 1913-14. 

The revenue for 1918-19 was £44,768,248, or £3,297.968 
above the estimate. In 1913-14 the Federal revenne 

‘10, The estimated revenue this year 


amounted to £21,741,775, 
is £46,346,635, or £1,578,167 over last year. 

The expenditure for the past year totalled £45,135,876. 
which exceeded that for the financial year before the war by 
£21,975,143. The estimated expenditure this year js 
£49,970,203, or £4,434,327 above the actual expenditure of 
LY18-19 ; 

Orbinary DISBURSEMENTS, 

Increases of expenditure in the past year, compared with 
the year before the war, on old age and invalid pensions, 
payments to the States, and interest paid on behalf of the 
States, totalled £2,281,621. On the other hand the large 
reduction in new works undertakings enabled a decrease of 
£1,505,817 in expenditure in that direction to be shown. 
Loan expenditure on works amounted to £1,085,364; this 
year’s estimate is for £1,460,221, 

Despite inevitable increases amounting to £689,875, a 
reduction on balance of £45,245 in 1919-20 is estimated on 
ordinary expenditure. The ‘“‘inevitable increases’? include 
Arbitration Court awards and mail service and naval pay, 
as well as allowances for higher prices. Departmental 
estimates have been reduced by £4,000,000. 

ACCUMULATED Surpitus 1915-1919, 


The accumulated surplus, which really dates from Ist July, 
1915, amounted to £3,925.820 at the close of the financial 
year 1917-18, but a deficit of £367,408 on last year’s trans- 
actions reduced it to £3,558,412 to be carried over to the 
current year. The Treasury calculate upon having a balauce 


in band ot only £334,844 at the end of next June. 


War EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE. 

The total war expenditure to the end of June last was 
£311,452,248. The amount spent from revenue amounted 
to £45,955,514, thus leaving £265,493,734 chargeable to War 
Loan account at the close of the past financial year. War 
expenditure out of revenue is estimated at £24,899,046 for 
1919-20, as against the actual expenditure of £21,249,339 
from the same source in 1918-19; and expenditure of 
£52,334,579 has been budgeted for out of War Loan for war 
expenses. The total issue of war expenditure during the 
current year is estimated at £3,649,707. 

Direct taxation specially imposed for the purpose of meet- 
ing war expenditure yielded £44,342,934 last vear, including 
returns from pre-war rates of land taxes, This year 
£40,900,000 will have to be raised for war and repatriation 
purposes. 

Thr Pusric Dest. 


The public debt of the Commonwealth on 30th June, 
1919, was £325,783,556, including £194,086,462 owing in 
respect of War Loans. The total public debt of the Com- 
monwealth and the States amounted to £707,773,525, as 
compared with £725,525,636 on 30th June, 1918. 

The annual Commonwealth interest bill is £15,202,728, 
and the combined interest on the Commonwealth and State 
public debt is £29,961,575. Combined sinking funds total 
£13,551.309. 

BANKING AND SAVINGS. 

At the end of the calendar year 1918 deposits at the 
banks throughout the country amounted to £178,000,000, 
exclusive of £66,000,000 in the Commonwealth Bank. Savings 
bank accounts had grown from £83,500,000 in 1914 to 
£116,874,000 at the time mentioned. The gold reserve om 
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3rd October, 1919, amounted to £23,893,335, equal to 43°63 

ver cent. of the note issue, of which there had been an 

‘nerease Of £45,000,000 since the war began. 
COMMONWEALTH STEAMSHIP LINE. 

Tne net earnings of the Commonwealth Line of steamers 
during the past year reached £1,448,176; in the previous 
vear the net earnings totalled £1,233.350. A substantial 
increase in fares and freight rates for inter-State shipping 
i; regarded as a certainty. 

SETTLEMENT OF EX-SoLpIERs. 

The amount which will have been advanced by the 
Commonwealth Government to the States by 30th June, 
1920, as loans for the settlement of ex-soldiers on the land, 
is estamated at £7,172,963. The repatriation of soldiers is 
estimated to cost £2,500,000 this year, and the provision of 
homes for 8,000 of them a further £4,000,000, 

Locan MANUFACTURES. 

The development of Australian manufactures has been 
sreatlv infiuenced by the war and the consequent decline in 
shipping facilities, Some industries have decreased through 
lack of essential supplies, while others have expanded owing 
to the necessity of providing goods formerly imported. 

The value of land, buildings, plant and machinery in 
connection with the factories of the Commonwealth increased 
from £74,000,000 in 1913 to £90,000.000 in 1917. The value 
of raw material used or worked up in the factories increased 
from £96,000,000 to £132,000,000 within the same period. 
The total value of the output for 1917 was £206,000,L00, or 
27 per cent. more than in 1913. These advances, of course, 
were mainly due to higher prices, but in cases like those 
of cheese, condensed milk, jam, sugar, woollens, tweeds, 
boots, coke, gas and electricity, largely increased outputs 
also contributed. There is room for great expansion of 
Australian manutacture, in which the woollen industry may 
be cited as an example. 

GOVERNMENT Contro~ oF Woot, FoopstuFFs, ETC. 

Primary producers were paid £268,238,000 during the 
past year, in respect of commodities sold by or under the 
control of the Government. Wool growers received 
£45,519,522 on account of sales to the Imperial Government, 
making £113,628,435 during the war to date. The 1919-20 
clip of 1,990,000 bales is considered to be worth £47,000,000. 
During 1918-19 deliveries of wheat to the wheat pool 
totalled 64,964,000 bushels, and up to 30th June, 1919, 
growers had received £88,500,000 from the pools, 468,807,060 
bushels having been delivered to the pools since the in- 
auguration of the scheme. 

The Government has paid Australian growers of raw sugar 
over £17,000,000 during the past four years, 

Commencing with the 1917-18 season the Commonwealth 
Government took over the control of butter and cheese. Up 
to 6th September, 1919, cases of butter to the number of 
2,074,926 had been bought for £8,334,727, and 80,860 crates 
of cheese for £484,373. 

About 50,000,000 rabbit skins, valued at £400,000, had 
also been dealt with. 

Since the early part of 1918 72,000,000 lb. of jam, valued 
at £1,631,250, had been supplied to the British and the 
United States Governments. 

The Commonwealth Government had dealt in canned 
meats to the value of £1,746,840 for overseas contracts. 

Bacon exports rose from less than 2,000,000 lb. in 1913 
to over 5,000,000 ib. in the year 1917-18. 





CANADA. 
INVESTIGATION OF WATER-POWER 
RESOURCES OF ONTARIO. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 





TORONTO. 


The Minister of the Interior of the Canadian Government 
has made an arrangement between the Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission of Ontario and the Water Power Branch of his 
own Department for the purpose of a thorough water resource 
and power investigation of the Province of Ontario. 

This joint agreement has been given effect by Order-in- 
Council, and the investigation will be carried out under 
the supervision of the Director of Water Power of the 
Department of the Interior. A skilled hydrometrice survey 
staff will be organised and put to work without delay. 
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CEYLON. 


INDUSTRIES AND TRADE. 

The Colonial Report for 1918 (No. 1007) states that the 
year was fairly satisfactory, though the volume of trade was 
considerably below that of 1917, and there was great 
depression in certain industries, notably in the plumbago 
industry. . 

Of the principal industries of the Island, the tea industry 
perhaps suffered least. It has, in fact, regained its position 
as Ceylon’s most valuable article of export, a place taken 
by rubber for the first time in 1917. The rubber industry 
suffered considerably, principally owing to want of freight, 
and voluntary reduction of output was proposed. he various 
coconut industries have, on the whole, had a fairly satisfac- 
tory year. Beginning badly, the prices of copra, coconut 
oil, etc., have risen steadily, and at the end of the year 
these industries were in a stronger position than they had 
been tor some considerable time. 

In other respects conditions were unfavourable. The 
general high level of prices, especially of imported goods, 
the partial failure of the south-west monsoon, and the spread 
of influenza during the north-east planting season, which 
had the effect of preventing any great increase of locally- 
grown foodstuffs, had their effect on the populace. A serious 
drought in India and other reasons interfered with the usual 
regular supply of rice from India, especially from 
Madras, and the price of rice towards the end of the year 
rose suddenly. Combined with this there was a shortage 
of shipping and for a time the position seemed serious. 
However, arrangements were made to obtain supplies from 
Burma and Calcutta, and prices fell. 

TEA. 

The area cultivated with tea is approximately 400,000 
acres, mainly planted during the past thirty years, and 
ranges trom sea level te elevations of nearly 7,000 feet. The 
estates vary in size, from under 100 acres to 2,500 acres, and 
are mainly under Kuropean supervision, and worked with 
Tamil labour from Southern India. Small areas in various 
localities are cultivated by villagers, leaf being sold to estate 
factories in their vicinity. 

The average outturn for Ceylon tea ranges between 4U0 
and 500 Ib. of made tea per acre, but well-cultivated estates 
yield more heavily. ‘The quality of the trees varies accord- 
ing to the situation of the estates and to the methods of 
cultivation and manufacture. 


RUBBER. 


The area under rubber continues to expand, and approxi- 
mately 255,000 acres are now under cultivation, New areas 
are being opened, and citronella lands in the Southern Pro- 
vince are being extensively planted with rubber. ‘The 
tendency of small owners to plant rubber on lands which 
were formerly used for growing food products continues, 
particularly in the Kalutara and Ratnapura Districts. <A 
small increase in the area under rubber is reported from 
the Chilaw District, a district which has been until now 
almost exclusively a coconut district. Cultivation of rubber 
was carefully carried out by all the larger estates, Thinning 
operations were continued, and the treatment of diseases 
attended to. Manuring of rubber was stopped on many 
estates during the year in the endeavour to reduce expendi- 
ture. Forking and liming were carried out. 

The export of rubber in 1918 was only 47,219,128 lb., as 
against 71,351,629 lb. in 1917. 

Coconuts. 


Coconuts and coconut products did not suffer so severely 
in 1918 as in the previous year. The-year opened with low 
prices and difficulties in regard to freight, but a demand 
for copra in India improved the situation, and considerable 
exports were made to that country during the year. Exten- 
sive purchases of coconut oil were made on behalf of the 
Imperial Government for shipment to Europe, and this had 
the effect of easing the situation very considerably. 
Desiccated coconut was prepared chiefly for the United 
States; the export of this product to the United Kingdom 
showed a very large reduction in comparison with the exports 
of the previous year. 

Seccuedn the end of the year prices ruled high, and after 
the signing of the armistice a further improvement took 
place. The export duty on coconut products, which had been 
remitted on account of the low prices, was not reimposed 
during the year, but it was decided to collect the duty again 
from the beginning of 1919. 

Cacao. 


The area under this product is about 22,000 acres. The 
remains stationary, as little extension is taking 


acreage ; ‘ ° 
place, and in some areas In the Matale District cacao planted 
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under rubber has been cut out. The yield during 1918 was 
an average one. The spring crop was not good, but a satis- 
factory autumn crop was being gathered at the close of the 
vear. The exports amounted to 79,025 cwt., as against 73,280 
ewt. in 1917, 

Import TRapveE. 

Omitting the value of imported rubber, an article which 
is imported merely for purposes of export, the percentages 
of imports, exports, and of the total trade with the United 
Kingdom, British Possessions, and foreign countries for 
I9lo, 1917, and 1918 were as fellows: — 

1916. 1917. 1918. 
Per Cent. Per Cent. Per Cent. 
Percentage of total trade of 
Ceylon taken by— 





United Kingdom _......... 35°64 31-96 31°27 
British Possessions ........ 31°83 30°75 48°48 
loreign Countries ....... 32°93 32:26 20-25 
100 100 100 
Percentage of import trade of 
Ceylon with— 
United Kingdom _... ..... 23°01 18-32 16°71 
British Possessions _...... 99°97 66°01 67:4 
Koreign Countries ........ 17-02 15°67 15-89 
100 100 100 
Percentage ot export trade 
taken by— 
United Kingdom _......... 44-25 39°94 43°07 
British Possessions ...... 12-6 18-09 33°14 
foreign Countries —........ 43-12 41-97 23-79 
100 100 100 


a ee 





About half of the total trade daring 1918 was with 
British Possessions, while the share of the United Kingdom 
was about the same as last year. The fall in the percentage 
under exports to foreign countries is mainly due to a fall 
in the value of exports of Ceylon produce to the United 
Siates of America from Rs.97,494,266 in 1917 to 
8s.35,129,918 in 1918, and to Russia (Asiatic and European) 
trom Rs.7,643,726 in 1917 to Rs.71,628 in 1918. 

Export TRADE. 
Ceyvlon’s staple exports in order of value are as follows: — 
Lakhs of Rupees 


1917. 1918. 

l. Tes See OE EC Re eT ART 957 832 

ON ESOL TET RAED OTT 1,310 622 

I  enee es 101 157 

bs GAM kncccncnvcctcsccessscecccosce 132 127 

5. Coconut. desiccated — ............. Q4 52 

ned exnvensnecweesseebenses 215 48 

NS aT ne POOR 30 38 

a Dhak 18 23 

CO, - 8... seeulcussanbannpans 10 13 
Dg ios i eee beaeeieue 4 9 
I 12 9 
12. Tobacco, unmanutactured ...... 7 9 
13, Skins (dressed and undressed) 7 7 
ESE GER aonb vtctcsnsenuseses 3 4 
i: MN eal li ecaslinsinitnalie 4 3 
GD QIRET FER on ceccnsesccccvesccsesscsves 2 3 


Tea, which had for many years taken its place at the head 
of ithe table, and was displaced by rubber for the first time 
during last year, again occupies the first place. The exports 
of both these articles were considerably less than in 1917. 
Rubber fared worse than tea owing to exports to the United 
States of Ameriea being restricted. The price of this article 
in consequence fell so low at the latter end of the year that 
relief was sought for and granted in the reduction of the 
export duty from 73 cents per |b. to 3 cents per lb. The total 
value of exports of rubber was less than half that for 1917. 
Coconut oil has risen from the fifth place to the third place, 
there being a steady demand for the article from the United 
Kingdom. The increased shipment of coir fibre is due to 
this demand for oil, as much of the fibre was shipped as 
stowage for oil. There were large decreases in desiccated 
coconut and plumbago, the former being due to a reduced 
demand fer it from the United Kingdom, and the latter, 
like rubber, being affected owing to an inability to find 
admission for it into the United States of America so freely 
as before. Poonac, which appeared in the table last year, 
has dropped out, as very little of it was exported, on account 
of freight being excessive for so low-priced an article, which 
was, moreover, not on the Priority List. 
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EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 
PRE-WARK COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS. 


According to an announcement in the ‘“‘“Moniteur Belge” 9 
29th October, the Bill providing for the cancellation of 
pre-war commercial contracts, particulars of which wer 
given on p. (22 of the ‘“‘Jcurnal’’ of 5th June, became Lay 
on Ilth October. 

The text of the Law (in French) may be consulted by 
British firms interested at the Enquiry Room of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
= 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, London 
i. WW. i, : 














CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT ARRANGEMENTS. 


In connection with the article which appeared in ¢hp 
“Board of Trade Journal”? on 25th September last, page 
391, dealing with information collected by the Departmen: 
of Overseas Trade regarding trade between this country 
and Czecho-Slovakia, some further details have now been 
received. as 

Phe Czecho-Slovak Government grant special facilities ty 
all transactions which imply both import and export at the 
same time, thus reducing the whole character of this 
business to a modern ferm of barter. 1n order to encourage 
and to regulate this kind of trade a special “Compensation” 
Bureau has been established by the Czech Ministry oj 
Commerce. | 





‘‘COMPULSORY SYNDICATES.”’ 

As a means of effectively supervising the export trade ot 
certain large industries the Czech Government has devised 
a scheme which received legal sanction by a Decree 
promulgated on 26th February. In virtue of this Law the 
Ministry of Commerce is empowered to create what are 
called ‘Compulsory Syndicates’? for certain branches oj 
industry. These compulsory syndicates embrace all firms 
belonging to the particular class of trade for which they are 
respectively formed. 

In this way the following trades have been required to 
establish such syndicates: Sheet glass, metal, wood, liqueur, 
brewing, sugar, chemical, fruit preserves, mill stone, stone, 
mother-oi-pearl, chemical-technical, underwear, _ pewter, 
mineral oil, glass bottle, cotton, woollen, button and haré- 
ware, leather and hops. These syndicates are governed by 
a Control Board whose members are entirely nominated by 
the Government, and their chief function is the granting 
or refusing of all applications to import or export goods 
falling within the sphere of their own particular trade, 
from the raw material to the finished article. A danger 
of such a system, so far as foreign trade is concerned, is 
the opportunity given to each industry to exclude all 
legitimate outside competition by prohibiting the importa- 
tion of any foreign-made goods likely to compete with its 
own products. 

lOREIGN CREDITS. 

The Government of Czecho-Slovakia is making great 
efforts to obtain foreign credits and to place these at the 
disposal of the industry of the country. The object aimed 
at is to induce financiers to grant credits to local banks or 
groups oi banks, the Government being prepared to guaran- 
tee payment of interest and capital if it approve of the 
conditions. The allocation and distribution of these State- 
guaranteed foreign credits among the members of the 
various industries will be dealt with by the Control Board. 


WooLien INDUSTRY. 


The case of the woollen industry deserves special mention. 
The complex character of this industry has made it necessary 
to provide special arrangements in order to obtain a fair 
distribution of these credits. As the wants and interests 
of each branch of this trade are different, and often even 
conflicting, it was not found possible to devise a satisfac- 
tory plan whereby the Central Board of Control could 
minister to the needs of every separate firm and arrive at 
a fair method of apportioning the Government credits. __ 

It was decided to adopt for this purpose a system 0! 
cecentralisation, and therefore the Government has directed 
the formation of a Manufacturers’ Buying Association in 
every centre of this trade. Thus separate associations have 
been formed for Prague and district, Reichenberg, Brunt, 
and Jagerndorf. 
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Buyinc ASSOCIATIONS. 


These Buying Associations have taken the shape of 
limited liability companies and are absolutely self-governing 
and generally free trom State interference. 

The prime object of their establishment is to provide a 
means whereby the foreign credits placed at their disposal 
can be made use of to purchase raw materials and distribute 
ihese among their members. It is, however, quite feasible 
to assume that these associations may eventually become 
co-operative purchasing societies with powerful capital 
behind them, and will not confine themselves to their original 
purpose of simply converting Government credits into raw 
material, but will endeavour to carry out important opera- 
tions in the interest of their members, and on their own 
responsibility. 

Raw materials are what Czecho-Slovakia needs at present. 
Unless these can be supplied business will come to a stand- 
still, and it will be impossible to restore to Czecho-Slovakia 
the high level of industrial efficiency which the provinces 
of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire now included in the 
houndaries of that country enjoyed in pre-war days, 





GERMANY (Occupied Territory ). 
TRADING REGULATIONS. 


The follewing Proclamation, dated 10th November, has 
been issued by the Commander-in-Chief of the British Army 
of the Rhine dealing with the protection of commerce and 
the prevention of profiteering and illicit trade : — 

TEXT. 





i. The following instructions are applicable to all persons 
in the British Occupied Area, excepting those belonging to 
or accompanying the Allied Armies :-— 

2. Notwithstanding the fact that whilst the import and 
export of goods in and out of Occupied Territory is, as 
heretofore, free, yet such goods and the persons dealing 
in them, on arrival in the British Occupied Territory, are 
subject to the existing German Laws regarding the protec- 
tion of commerce, etc., excepting in so far as these laws have 
been or may be suspended, altered, modified, or superseded 
by instructions issued by the British Military Authorities. 

The effect of this paragraph will not be retrospective. 

3. Allied subjects shali have the right to bring actions 
against other Allied, Neutral, or German subjects before 
the existing German courts, and similarly German subjects 
shall have the right to bring actions against Allied subjects 
before the German courts. 

Sentences and decisions given by the German courts in 
such cases are subject to the provisions of Paragraph 4 of 
these Instructions. 

4. (a) All sentences and decisions given by the German 
Civil Authorities in cases where Allied subjects in the 
British Occupied Territory are concerned can be annulled 
or modified by the british Military Governor on appeal 
being made by such Allied subjects. 

This appeal must be lodged with the British Military 
Governor within the three days following the day on which 
the sentence or decision was promulgated to the individual 
concerned by the German Civil Authority, 

(b) No sentence or decision wil] be put into final execu- 
tion by the German Authorities until five days have elapsed 
after the day on which tbe sentence or decision was 
promulgated. The British Military Authorities may in any 
case order suspension of execution for such times as they 
may direct. 

5. All persons, whether principals, representatives, or 
agents, trading in the British Occupied Area, must be in 
pessession of a trading certificate (Handelserlaubnis) in 
cases where such is required by German Law. 

6. These instructions come into force forthwith. 





FRENCH BANK IN THE 
RHINE PROVINCES. 


A group of French capitalists in the Saar Valley and the 
thine provinces is about to form a new Bank, with the 
title “Crédit Rhenan.’’ 

The object of the Bank, according to ‘‘L’Exportateur 
Francais,’ will be to co-ordinate the economic interests of 
France and the Rhine provinces on the left bank of the 
Rhine. The capital is provisionally fixed at 20 million 
marks, divided into 20,000 shares of 1,000 marks each, of 
which 5,000 are ordinary shares and 15,000 preference 
shares. ; 

The administrative headquarters will be at Saarbruck, 
with Aix-la-Chapelle, Cologne, and Mainz as the proposed 
principal branches. The French Government will supervise 
the foundation of this bank, as it is stated that the ordinary 


NEW 
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shares will be inscribed and that the list of shareholders 
must be submitted to the Government. 

The preference shares are reserved specially for manu- 
facturers in the Saar Valley and the Rhine provinces. The 
company will be entirely French, registered and 
administered according to the French laws. 





SOUTH RUSSIA. 





THE ECONOMIC SITUATION. 
(Compiled from Notes Supplied by the British Economec 
Mission and the British Vice-Consul at Rostuv-en-Don.) 

The British Economic Mission arrived in South Russia 
on oth July, when the economic position was undergoing 
further change. The available rolling stock. already in- 
sufficient, could not be expected to cope with the increased 
demand imposed on it by the steadily widening area occu- 
pied by the Volunteer Army, and had in addition to 
provide for the requirements of the civil population, and 
of trade and commerce. Fresh shipments which were con- 
stantly arriving in consequence of the improved outlook, 
and the demand for goods, involved the collection and trans- 
port to the ports of increasing quantities of raw materials 
against imports. 

At a conference on 10th July proposals were made to 
make Novorossisk a free port. These met with some 
support, but it was finally resolved to introduce a 10 per 
cent. ad valorem duty until the lst January, certain goods 
being exempted. Undoubtedly it would greatly benefit 
the military and economic situation if Novorossisk were 
made a free port until the country is liberated from Bol- 
shevik rule. 

CoMPETITION. 

The situation calls for the utmost energy and enterprise 
if the United Kingdom is to play the role that devolves 
on her in the field of Russian trade and industry. 

There is at the present time a distinct and unmistakable 
pro-British tendency. British firms are to some extent 
competing with each other by offering goods of simiiar 
description but at different rates of profit. 

It is necessary that some supervision should take place 
in London of outward shipments to Russia in order that 
no undue competition should occur. It is particuiariy 
harmtul when, as in the case of the trade hitherto done 
with the Trade and Industry Department, the same descrip- 
tions of goods are brought in on the basis of varying rates 
of commission from a low 6 per cent. to the high 25 and 
30 per cent. 

Americans, Italians, Czecho-Slovaks, Poles and others 
have all had Economic Missions or representatives in South 
Russia. : 

OBSTACLES TO TRADE. 

The transport difficulty lies on the surface and is recog- 

nised by all, affecting the military and economic situation 


alike. Movements of goods on a big scale will be exceed- 
ingly difficult unless locomotives are brought into the 


country and determined efforts are made to put workshops 
in a position to carry out hght repairs to the rolling 
stock—both wagons and locomotives requiring them. 

In view of the urgency of the problem, investigations are 
being made to ascertain what industrial concerns are able 
to assist in effecting light repairs. Some of the collieries 
in the Donetz Basin and a few other works can undoubtedly 
render assistance. British locomotive works should turn 
their attention to Russia in common with the merchants, 
as Russia will be able to absorb a considerable number of 
locomotives for some time to come. 

AGRICULTURE. 

All reports concur in the excellence of this year's crops. 
The estimated quantity likely to be available for export 
after the crops have been safely gathered fn is variously 
stated as follows : — 


. Poods. 
Food Department ‘ia slay 20,000,000 
Trade and Industry Department 60,000,000 
Semi-offical sources 90.000 000 


The Food Department is always careful and understates 
its stocks. The quantity that should be available for ex- 
port is almost certain to be 900,000 to 1,000,000 tons of 
wheat, which is the consensus of opinion on the part of 
independent and practical men. 

Economists, financiers and agriculturists are all fully 
alive to the importance of agriculture to Russia and that 
it is the most likely means to contribute to the restoration 
of the currency. The question has the attention of the 
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soundest men, and many schemes are propounded tor ihe 
development and extension of agriculture. 
UKRANIAN HARVEST. 

With reference to the report on the Ukraine Wheat 
Harvest published in the ** Journal ”’ of 20th November, the 
British Economic Mission has now reported that the ex- 
cess crops of the Don, Kouban and Terek which should be 
available for export are computed at 400,000,000 poods ot 
wheat. | 

Even if this excess is halved the equivalent is 3,00U,0U0 
tons. so that by further deduction to allow for difficulties 
of transport, delay in purchasing and tardiness in negotia- 
tions a possible export capacity of one and a half million 
tons is computed, There is no doubt that Russia can 
immediately export grain in quantity without fear of a 
shortage herself. The country is full of wheat and it is 
reasonable to assume that the quantity available for export 
is above the estimate of 1,500,000 tons. 

Quantities of maize are also available and the question 
of oats, barley, buckwheat, millet, etc., is receiving atten- 
tion. 

LivE STOCK. 

There is a great shortage of live stock of all sorts. A 
shortage of serviceable horses was already felt in 1%, 
while the subsequent Bolshevik ravages and the Volunteer 
Army needs have further diminished the supply. The 
quality of the animals now used is also very interior. 

There is a great lack of cows everywhere. In Odessa 
meat is unobtainable. At Kieff it is also very scarce, beef 
fetching 180 roubles a foont (less than an English pound). 
Sheep-rearing was an industry of some importance in the 
Kouban and Don before the war, but it has suffered enor- 
mously from the Bolshevik occupation, many owaers having 
been deprived of their whole stock. 

Need is felt of good strains of horses and cattle for 
breeding purposes, and if assistance can be rendered from 
outside it will contribute immensely to the betterment of 
farming and agriculture. 


AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS. 

The foregoing considerations emphasise the necessity tor 
an adequate supply of up-to-date agricultural machinery. 
Not only is it essential to renew the stock of implements de- 
pleted during the past five years, but the supply of agri- 
cultural implements will largely contribute towards inducing 
the farming population to part with their huge stocks of 
grain so long withheld and so urgently needed, not only 
abroad, but in many parts of Russia. Agricultural im- 
plements should form a fair share of Britain’s exports to 
Russia, and spare parts should always be available in 
depot at suitable points in Russia. 


COAL. 


There is a large amount of coal and anthracite in various 
districts, while others experience a shortago owing to trans- 
port difficulties. Colliery owners in the Donetz basin offer 
to supply and haul to the ports with their own locomotives 
coal in exchange for clothing and machinery. The col- 
lieries are in great need of clothing for the miners, which 
is a question that has attention. 

There is no general call for relief from outside. Many 
districts suffer a shortage of food owing to the difficulty 
in obtaining it from the peasants. While supplies of tea 
and colonial goods are short, there is enough food for the 
whole population if properly distributed. In some towns 
and stannitzas (Cossack settlements) there is an absolute 
plethora of foodstuffs. 

The harvest in the Kieff district is good but inacces- 
sible to the town owing to the presence of the Bolsheviks 
and of Petlura’s troops. 


CURRENCY SITUATION. 


The foliowing paper currencies are in use in the Area 
under the Volunteer Army in South Russia :— 


4. Ukraine (so-called Kar- 
2. Kerensky. bovantzi). 

3. Don. 5. Terek (Bolshevik). 

6. Odessa Town Currency. 


1. Romanoff. 


In Rostoff (1), (2), and (3) are alone accepted. There is 
no bank rate of exchange, only speculative rates of from 


400-500 for cheques, and from 500-600 for banknotes. Only 
small amounts are offered. 
In Kharkoff (1), (2), (3), (4) ar2 all at par. In Kis- 


Jovodsk (3) and (5) are accepted at par, but the latter does 
net pass anywhere outside Terek Krug. In Novorossisk 
(1), (2) and (3) are on an equal basis. Speculative rates 
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of exchange are much higher than at Rostoff, but very little 
actually changes hands. 

In Ekaterinodar the situation is the same as at Rostof 

In Odessa (1), (2), (3), (4) and (6) are all accepted at par, 
except in foreign speculative exchange, when the loca! 
money is not taken and (4) is 100 above (2) and (3), whi 
are about 50 points above Rostofi rates. 

On the whole very little of (1) is now met with, and. 
broadly speaking, only (2) and (1) hold the field at the 
average rates mentioned for Rostoft. 

GOODS REQUIRED. 

The following are taken from a Bulletin of Marke 
Prices issued at Rostov-on-Don on Ist September, 1919 
by the Trade and Industry Department of the Don Govern. 
ment. The prices quoted are in Don roubles, for whic 
the rate of exchange on Ist September was approximately 
650 per £1. 


Roubles. 
Serge, ladies’ ves .. Lo arsh (¢7@7 yard) ... 80 
Muslin — wea > Loren 60-9) 
Stockings (foreign) 1 doz. 500-96) 
Handkerchiefs 1 doz. se si a 
Tea (substitute) ... 1 pood Jrom 8 
Matches ses hs .. per case to 2,10) 
Rice, cleaned pood ove cee oo. «= 
Soap, fancy L doz. cakes trom 6) 
Quinine 1 kilo to 4.500 
Morphine ) kilo to 20,00 
Glycerine, purified .. 1 pood to 700 
Boots (imitation Jeather). 
gent.’s or ladies’ 1 pair 500-600 
Writing paper 1 pood to 46 
Tin ‘bale ass ii ] pood 4.8) 
Enamel pans (40 litre) each ss Sing . 
Pitch ... ee wi i pood eon eee 1,500 
Paint (White lead) 1 pood ae oe 1.200 
Jute cable 1 pood 1 ,000-1.6% 


That there 1s a great shortage of certain goods is eyj. 
denced by the statement that nene of the following are on 
the market :— 
Russian Tea. 
Coarse Salt. 
Pressed Yeast. 
Turpentine. 
Assorted Steel. 


Pic-iron, 

Electric lamps, 
Window glass. 
Wood, timber. 


Subsequent information has been received that part oj 
the needs of the population of & millions referred to above 
have been supplied by imports from abroad; on the 
other hand, the area to be supplied has now been sub. 
stantially increased, and in the territory now occupied by 
the Volunteer Army it may be estimated that a population 
of at least 18 millions has to be catered for. 

The following list of goods required in South Russia 
was issued in July by the Department of Trade and Con- 
merce of the Government of the Armed Forces in South 
Russia. It is based exclusively on the needs of the civil 
population for the six months subsequent to March, 1919, for 
the area then occupied by the Volunteer Army. 

Agricultural machines, implements and accessories.— 
Reaping machines, ploughs, harrows, threshing machines, 
mowing machines, horse-drawn rakes, sowing machines, 
Winnowing machines, spades, scythes, pitchforks, sickles, 
axes, rakes, hammers, string, various existing varieties. 

If possible all the above-named machines and implements 
should be delivered with spare parts. 

Manufactured goods (cotton and woollen stuffs, thread, 
eic.).—Cotton stuffs, woollen stuffs, cloth, stuffs for lining, 
tarpaulin, socks and stockings, sacks, thread on 
thread of other kinds, needles and pins. 

Boots, shoes and materials required for shoe-making.— 
Gentlemen's boots and shoes, ladies’ hoots and shoes, chil- 
dren’s boots and shoes, goloshes, soles, thread for shoe 
making, eyelets for laced shoes, boot and shoe laces. 

fron and steel materials and apphances.—Steel, iron, 
lead, tin, zinc, copper. wire, files, leather belts, tubes. 

Stationery ane articles of office equipment.—Paper, pen- 
ceils, penholders, pens, ink, typewriters, typewriting rib- 
bon. 

Electrical appliances. 
wire. 

Chemical produce.—Vitriol, carbolie acid, sulphur and 
flowers of sulphur. Chili saltpetre, basic slag, superphoe 
phate, colophony (for soap), borax. 

Colonial qoods, groceries and tanning materials.—Tea, 
coffee, cocoa, rice, matches, quebracho extract, tanning 
materials. 


reels, 





Electric lamps (various), electric 
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JAPAN. 


RICE -PROBLEMS. 














YOKOHAMA. 
(Bi om H.M. Comiuiereiaune cretary.) 

There was, at a recent date, an estimated shoriage of 
about 400,000 tons of rice in Japan, but it was quite impos- 
sible to learn what stocks were being hoarded by the farmers, 
who have been enjoying a considerable measure of prosperity. 
The Minister of Agriculture and Commerce expected, how- 
ever, to obtain by the end of November 1,500,600 koku from 
Saigon, and an equal amount from Formosa and 
China, which should make up the deficiency. (One long 
ton is stated to equal approximately 6.75 koku, and the shurt 
ton about 6.05 koku, but different standards applied by the 
Japanese to imports and exports render the term ‘ koku”’ 
unreliable for exact calculations of weight.) 

ice imported from Saigon has cost about 60 sen per koku 
more than the home product, and the Government has been 
paying the difference in price between the imported article 
and the native product. 

PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION. 

The production of rice in Japan in 1918 was 54,699,168 
koku, and consumption was 63,502,902 koku. To the figures 
of production have to be added imports of 7,447,222 koku, 
which, less 325,982 koku exported, left 61,820,407 koku avail- 
able. 

According to the Department of Agriculture and Com- 
merce, about 734 per cent. of the rice in the country is used 
for sake brewing, though an authority of the College of 
Agriculture puts the quantity as high as 5,000,000 koku. 
The amount used for the manufacture of foodstuffs, ame 
cakes, starch, ete., 1s variously estimated at from 1,700,G00 
to 5,000,000 koku, and the exact consumption seems to call 
for closer investigation. 

The consumption of rice used for seed for the ensuing crop 
is figured at 1,700,000 koku. The consumption of rice in 
1918 averaged 1-117 koku per head of the population, as com- 
pared with 1-056 in 1912. 

An association for studying the rice problem in Japan, 
formed in the Hyogo Prefecture (of which Kobe is the prin- 
cipal town) gives the costs of production as 36 to 37 yen per 
koku to proprietors, and 42 to 43 to tenant farmers. 

Estimate oF THis YEAR’s Crop. 


The Official Gazette has given the first forecast of the 
rice crop for the current year as 60,977,756 koku, an increase 
of 6,278,669 koku, or i1-5 per cent. compared with the 1918 
vield, and 6,487,016 koku, or 11:9 per cent. above the average 
crop of the preceding seven years, excluding the maximum 
and mimimum crops of that period. It is worthy of note 
that the actual acreage under rice on the Ist July was 
3,660,917, or 31,560 acres less than a vear before. 

Corean Crop Forecast. 

The Corean authorities forecast the 1919 crop at approxi- 

mately 12,512,352 koku, or 16:4 per cent. less than the 1918 








outturn, which, however, was of record proportions. Com- 
pared with the 1915 production, the 1919 estimate shows 
about 2 per cent. increase. 
FORMOSA. 
o 
NEW SUGAR COMPANIES. 
(From H.M. Acting-Consul.) 
PAMSUT. 


Two new sugar companies have been established in 
Formosa, both of which will carry on their operations in 
Shinchiku Prefecture. Hitherto sugar cane has not been 
very extensively planted in this district, as it is rather far to 
the north, and the climate is not so well suited to the eultiva- 
tion of the cane as that of the south. The present prosperity 
in the sugar market is, however, causing fresh land to be 
developed, and it is thought that the extreme fertility of 
the soil in the Shinchiku district may counterbalance 
climatic disadvantages. 

The Asahi Seito Kabushiki Kaisha (Asahi Sugar Manufac- 
turing Company, Ltd.) has heen established with a capital of 
ven 3,500,000. divided into 70,000 shares of ven 50 each. 
The promoters wi!l retain 64.000 shares for themselves, the 
remaining 6,000 being offered at a premium for public sub- 
scription. The well-known Suzuki firm of Kobe are the 
moving spirits in this enterprise, the new company taking 
over the firm’s interests in the district with a view to the 
erection of a modern sugar mill and the extension ef 
operations, | 
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The Shinchiku Seito Kabushiki Kaisha (Shinchiku Sugar 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.), is now in course of flotation, the 
capital being fixed at ven 7,900,000 divided into 150,000 
shares of yen 50 each, of which the promoters retain 135,900. 
This enterprise has been organised by the Yokohama firm of 
Abe Kebei and Company, Ltd., but a number of influential 
persons in Formosa are interested, including a well-known 
Formosan millionaire. : 

MACHINERY. 

The present tendency among the Formosan Sugar Com- 
panies seems entirely in favour of Japanese-made machinery, 
very little being ordered abroad. When the industry was 
first started much machinery was ordered in the United 
Kingdom, but the Japanese makers systematically went about 
eopying the British designs, and now turn out the plant 
themselves. 





NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


SUGAR CROP PROSPECTS FOR 1920. 

The first estimate for the 1920 sugar crop amounts to 
1.659.000 tons, or nearly 27,000,000 pieuls. The prospects 
of the crop are noi, however, considered very good. 

Planiing began late owing to the vacillating policy oi 
the Gevernment as to limiting the area under sugar culti- 
vation, and further delay was occasioned by shortage oi 
Jabour, due partly to the ravages of influenza among the 
natives in 1918. The drought in August also delayed 
the growth or the cane, and various diseases have ensued. 
From middle Java, however, the reports on the young plants 
are favourable. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





THE PASSING OF AMERICAN FOREIGN 
TRADE IN SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 

As a result of war-time conditions and national prohibi- 
tion legislation, a radical change has occurred in the foreign 
trade of the United Siates in spirits, wines and malt liquors 
since 1914. 


times the value of the exports of these commodities; in the 


Yn that vear the value of the imports was five 


fiscal vear ended 30th June, 1919, exports were six times, and 
in the eight months ending with Angust last 19 times, the 
imports. 

The total value of the import trade of the United States in 
spirituous liquors during the fiscal vear 1914, according to a 
memorandum prepared by the Statistical Division of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, was 20,347,546 
dols., which dropped to 13,404,903 dols. in 1915, following the 
outbreak of the war, but recovered to 16.685,356 dols. in 1916, 
and a further gain to 17,679,132 dols. in 1917. 

Following the entry of the United States into the war 
and the enforcement of the Act approved 21st November, 
1918, prohibiting the importation of distilled, malt, vinous, 
or other intoxicating liquors during the continuance of the 
war and the period ot demobilisation, imports dropped to 
11,655.093 dols. in 1918, with a further decline to 2,119,422 
dols. in 1919. The total value of this class of imports tor 
the first eight months of the current calendar year was 
516,214 dols., or at the rate of 774.324 dols. for the complete 
year. 

) War's Errect on Exponrcs. 

Domestic exports of spirits, wines and malt liquors in 1914 
aniounted to 4.134.420 dels., or about 23 per cent. of the 
value of the corresponding imports. The most remarkable de- 
velopment in the export trade since 1914 was the shipment 
of enormous quantities of alcohol to Europe, chiefly France, 


which breught the total values to 12,577,611 dols in 1916 
and 20.883,227 dols. in 1917! War-time restrictions reduced 
exports to 8,836,678 dols. in 1918. The increase in this class 
of exports to 12,911,968 dols, in 1919 was doubtless due to the 
national prohibition legislation, effective next January. 
This effort to unload in foreign markets American stocks 
now on hand is also apparent in the exports for the eight 
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months ending with August, 1919, amounting to 9,959,058 
dols., as compared with 5,883,013 dols. for the corresponding 
period in 1918 and 8,417,178 dols. in 1917. 


STOCKS. 


A continuation of this export trade is not improbable, as 
at the end of August, 1919, there were remaining in bonded 
customs warehouses 194,746 proof gallons of imported dis- 
tilled spirits, and in bonded distillery warehouses, on 3lst 


July, the following stocks of domestic spirits: Whisky, 
63,310,485 gallons; rum, 756,430 gallons; gin, —CsIri? ; 
hizh wines, 7,858; alcohol, 2,969,102; neutral or cologne 
spirits, 2,452,078; brandy, 1,171,762; a total of 72.212, 162 


gallons, of which 67,734,143 gallons were spirits produced 
prior to 9th September, 1917, and 4,478,019 gallons spirits 
produced subsequent to that date. 


DESTINATION OF Exports. 


Of bottled malt liquors exported from the United States 


during the eight months ending with August, 144,890 
dozen quarts valued at 323,401 dols. went to Cuba, 115,541 


dozen quarts invoiced at 232,545 dols. went to the Dutch 
East Indies, 53,005 dozen quarts worth 122,996 dols. to the 
Dominican Republic, 42,284 dozen quarts valued at 97,142 
dols. to China, 41,667 dozen quarts worth 86,088 dols. to 
British West Africa, 45,304 dozen quarts valued at $5,609 
dols. to the Belgian Congo, and smaller amounts to other 
countries. 

The shortage of coal and petrol in Europe has appar- 
ently led to an increasing utilisation of American alcohol 
for industrial purposes. Of nearly nine million proot gal- 
lons of alcohol (including pure, neutral, or cologne spirits) 
“s porte ‘d to all countries in the eight months ending August, 

995,233 proof gallons, or about 74 per cent., valued at 
2562 2,746 dols., were shipped to France. In the same 
period Switzerland took 409,422 proof gallons, valued at 
306,692 dols.; Greece, 502,486 proot gallons. invoiced at 
266,488 dols.; Turkey in Europe, 456,545 proof gallons, 
valued at 230,930 dols.; and Denmark, 256,125 gallons, 
worth 151,900 dols. 

Of the total exports of rum, valued at 119,229 dols. in the 
eight-month period under review, 43,463 dols. werth was 
shipped in July to British Africa. 


Unitep Kincpom Imports. 


Paradoxical as shipping coals to Neweastle are the ex- 
ports of Bourbon whisky to Scotland and Ireland—25,085 
preof gallons, valued at 63,000 dols., to Scotland in July 
and 69,741 proof gallons, valued at 296,369 dols., to Ireland 
during July and “August. During the eight-month period, 
Metice received 17,671 proof gallons of ~ Bourbon whisky, 
valued at 62,477 dols.; the Philippines, 4,295 proof gallons, 
invoiced at 17,506 dols.; and Japan, 5,462 proof gallons, 
worth 16,452 dols. 

With regard to quantity, England was the principal pur- 
chaser of American rye whisky in the first eight months of 
this year, receiving 26,437 proot gallons, valued at 54,354 
dols., as compared with shipments to Denmark of 25,979 
proof gallons, worth 116,736 dols., 7,222 proof gallons to 
Honduras, invoiced at 32,468 dols., 9354 proof gallons to 
Mexico, valued at 24,156 dols., and 8,020 proof gallons, worth 
46,096 dols.. to Sweden during the same period. A glance at 
these figures indicates that the av erage price per proot gallon 
paid by England was considerably less than that paid by the 
other countries cited. Differences in quality, or contracts 
placed long before ships were available for transportation to 
england, may partly account for the lower average price on 
British shipments. 

The passage of the British Immature Spirits law in 1915, 
requiring all malt and grain whisky to remain in bond for 
three years before sale, led to the withdrawal from the mar- 
ket of all whisky under three vears of age, the immediate 
result of which was to send up the price of grain whisky. 
War restrictions for conservation of grain further reduced 
the production of liquors in the United Kingdom. 

Of distilled spirits other than the classes mentioned above, 
exported during the eight months ending with August, 
England was the largest purchaser, taking 90,415 proof 


gallons, valued at 139,657 dols. ; 11,804 proof g “gallons, valued 
at 59,534 dols., went to British West Africa, 6,286 proof 


gallons, worth 50,456 dols., to the Straits Settlements, and 


13,561 proof gallons, invoiced at 40,677, to French Africa. 
Wine SHIPMENTS. 


Increasingly large shipments of wines from the United 
States show a world-wide distribution. A total of 625,158 
gallons, valued at 627,006 dols., was exported in the single 
month of August, or nearly double the value (though not the 
quantity) of “all domestic wines exported during the entire 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE-—continwued/. 





fiscal year 1914, when exports amounted to 941,357 gallons 
worth 373,412 dols. The average export price per gallon 9; 
wines in August, 1919, was 1 dol.. as compared with (.332 
dols, per gallon for the corresponding month in 1914. 

In the first eight months of the current calendar yea; 
Japan received 920,009 gallons of wines from the United 


Siates, valued at 616, 200 dols.: England received 460,263 
gallons, valued at 464,241 dols.; China, 252,251 gallons, in. 
voiced at 308,206 dols.; Denmark, 148,098 gallons. wort) 


190,905 dols.; Canada, 140,219 gallons, valued at 169,17] 
dols.: Mexico. 135,771 gallons, valued at 131.063 dols.: ang 
french Oceania, 98,086 gallons, worth 75,266 dols. The 
hulk of the shipments to England and Canada was made jp 
duly and August, while the major part of those to the other 
countries named cccurred prior to 30th June. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


WATER SUPPLY AND SEWAGE SYSTEM 
IN THE PROVINCE OF BUENOS 
AIRES. 


‘ommereial Nee) etary.) 








(From T.M. ¢ 
BUENOS Alkes. 
lhere is an urgent need in the Province of Buenos Aires 
for the provision of a water supply and sewage svstem in the 
principal towns. 

The tollowing is a list of the principal towns of the 
Province, showing those having neither a water supply nor 
a sewage system, and also those having the former but not 
the latter. The figures show the population as returned at 
the census of 1914:— 

Towns without water supply 


or sewage svstem. Population. 


Ey ee en ae 21.172 
SN oa, se cite haaeudiuenuawas 20 549 
Sere cee een re 19,602 
rere prem aera 19.31] 
SN: os ics cenncuedreamemennnbiliin 16,923 
a a oa ak 15,734 
BEE. - Sudndelicueianinasaierienenbnbiinnin 9,428 
ER ETON TEE nT ee Hee 893 


Towns without sewage 


system. Population. 


Bahia Blanca ........................0008 44,143 
IE 9). aceccinisiscnn i piiednas poathenmeunns 23.241 
Lomas de Zamora. ................000:. 22 23] 
ST ee Teer ere 22.078 
SOTO TT POOR CE 19,085 
eer Tere 14,574 
OO Qn . 11.645 
PME: st rittidcsmindixneneonsuaanbeudiien 9.573 


ft is stated that proposals tor schemes would probabi 
have to be on the basis of cost of construction plus a 
percentage, with payment in bonds hearing interest and a 
sinking fund guaranteed by the Provincial Government. 

[Notr.—Should British firms be interested in this matte: 
it is suggested that they communicate with the Provincia: 
Government of Buenos Aires through H.M. Commercial 
Secretary. | 





VENEZUELA. 


TRADE PROSPERITY. 
(From HM. Vice-Consul.) 





CARACAS. 
Since the signing of the Armistice Venezuela has entered 
upon a period of ss ag 8 unprecedented in her history. 
Her principal exports, viz.. coffee, cocoa, hides and sugar, 
are being sold at prices na 50 per cent. to 100 per cent. 
higher than those obtained a vear ago, and these high prices 
are having their natural stimulating effect on the economic 
life of the country. The present price of coffee, per sack 
of 46 kilos, is about 140 bolivars, and of cocoa, per sack ot 
50 kilos, about 146 bolivars. with an upward tendency 1n 
both cases. Hides are quoted at 390-400 bolivars per 1) 
kilos; deer skins 370 and goat skins 270 bolivars per LOU 
kilos, 
ImrcorTaTION OF GOLD, 


The demand for currency has necessitated the importation 
of over 10,000,000 bolivars in gold from the United States, 
and an increase of about 25 per cent. in the note issue of 
the Bank of Venezuela—tfrom 15.28:5.700 (December, 1918) t 
16,226,000 bolivars (May, 1919). 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE continued. 





SHORTAGE OF LaBouR AND INCREASED WAGES. 

There is considerable shortage of unskilled labour under 
present conditions, and this has enabled the ‘‘peons’’ 
jjabourers) to participate in the profits reaped by the estate 
owners. Whereas the daily wage of a labourer on a coffee 
estate used to be about 2°50 bolivars, he has for some 
nonths past been getting 5°U0 bolivars, and even more. 

At first it was only the agricultural labourer who succeeded 
in obtaining a better wage. The rapidly-increasing cost of 
living, however, led to agitation for higher wages among 
other sections ot the labouring classes in and around Caracas. 
Some strikes occurred, but there was no disorder. The 
Government, while not intervening directly, applied indirect 
pressure to bring about compromises, and the result has been 
, general rise in wages of about 20 per cent. 


Brisk BusIness AND Active BuYING. 


Commercial houses, especially those dealing in dry goods, 
ave doing brisk business, and orders are being freely placed 
in the United States and, to a less extent, in Europe. Local 
merchants have been quick to realise that there is no 1m- 
mediate prospect of prices falling again, as they did after 
the signing of the Armistice, and, as their stocks are much 
depleted, they are buying heavily. 


American TRADE ACTIVITY. 


United States textile manufactfrers are making a 
strenuous bid tor the dry goods trade. During the last 
months of 1918 they doubtless secured a goodly share of such 
orders as were being placed, selling at prices considerably 
below those quoted by United Kingdom manutacturers. Their 
low prices may be Jargely explained by the fact that American 
commission merchants had accumulated big stocks in the 
belief that the end of the war was a long way off, and that 
prices would certainly rise. On the conclusion of the 
Armistice they therefore temporarily flooded these markets 
with their merchandise, and prices fell rapidly. 


CONFIDENCE IN UNITED KINGDOM SUPREMACY. 


This business having now ceased, the opinion is that United 
Kingdom manufacturers can face American competition in 
textiles with confidence, except as regard drills (trouserings) 
and possibly muslins. The general opinion in commercial 
circles here is that under normal conditions there is no reason 
i» fear that the United Kingdom will lose her leading 
position in dry goods. 


AMERICAN PREPONDERANCE IN GENERAL TRADE. 


{n other lines the situation cannot be viewed with the 
sume equanimity. The lion’s share of the trade is in 
American hands, and it will prove uphill work to decrease 
the lead. Nevertheless, it can be done if United Kingdom 
ésporters will seriously attempt it. The appointment of 
energetic local representatives, well supplied with samples 
and given every support, is one of the most effective methods 
of increasing trade. 

OPENINGS FoR Britis MEpICINEs. 


The attention of United Kingdom manufacturers of drugs 
and medicines is drawn to the very small quantity of these 
articles imported by Venezuela from the United Kingdom. 
There is no reason for this unsatisfactory position except 
lack of enterprise. British medicines would sell here like the 
proverbial hot cakes, but no effort appears to be, or to have 
heen, made to place them on the market. 


SANITARY AND GENERAL EARTHENWARE. 


In earthenware the position seems to be assured, and there 
isan increasing demand for British-made sanitary ware. The 
present time is most opportune for pushing manutactures of 
this class. With the advent to office of the new Director of 
the Public Health Department, great reforms have been 
instituted in matters of public hygiene, with the result that 
there is an increasing demand for sanitary material. 


GERMAN Errorts to Reaatn TRADE. 


vermany is losing no time in trying to get her products 
once more to this market. German manufacturers are already 
iv communication with their pre-War agents, and are reported 
to have secured several orders for china and glassware. The 
(erman firms established in Venezuela, especially those 
tigaged in the cofiee trade, are flourishing. 
$$ i 


~~ 





Shipping and Docks. 


CANADA. 
MONTREAL PILOTAGE RATES. 


A Canadian Order-in-Council, dated 26th September, lays 
down the following new rates for puotage in the Pilotage 
District of Montreal : — 

For the pilotage of any inland vessel propelled by steam, 
for each foot draught of water :—Upwards, 3°25 dols. ; down-. 
wards, 3°25 dols. 

For pilotage of any coasting vessel propelled by steam, for 
each foot draught of water:—Upwards, 3°50 dols.; down- 
wards, 3°50 dols. 

For the pilotage of any sea-going vessel propelled by steam, 
for each foot draught of water:—Upwards, 4-00 dols. ; 
downwards, 4:00 dols. 

The Order-in-Council of 15th September, 1919 (P.C. 1913), 
on this matter is rescinded. 

Tne above rates have effect as from 15th September, 1919. 











ESTHONIA. 
PILOTAGE TARIFF. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a despatch, 
dated 6th November, from His Majesty’s Acting Consul- 
General at Reval, stating that the Esthonian Pilotage Tariff 
in Reval is as follows :— 

1. For pilotage from the Bay of Reval into the harbour, or 
vice-versa, 18 penni per register ton gross. 

2. For shitting berths in the region of the New or Oid 
Harbour, tariff is as follows:—50-500 reg. tons gross, 30: 
marks ; 50L-1.000 reg. tons gross, 50 marks; over 1,001 reg. 
tons gross, 80 marks. 

3. lor shifting berths from the Old Harbour into the 
New the charges in par. 2 are doubled. 

4. For shifting berths from the Old Harbour to the Bocker 
and Russo-Baltic Mills the charges in par. 2 are trebled. 

5. If the harbour pilot is detained on board ship more 
than one hour through fault of the ship, the latter has to 
pay him 20 marks per day, 

[Note.—Ships under 50 register tons are exempted from 
compulsory pilotage except those bound from abroad. | 

SEA PILOTAGE CHARGES AND REGULATIONS. 





1. Pilotage is compulsory between the Moon Sound, 
Suurop, and Reval, until the channels have been swept clear 
of mines, 

2. Pilotage charges are levied on the basis of the Finnish 
fundamental tariff tor sea pilotage, which was issued on 
15th Mav, 1903, by the Finnish Senate. 

3. Ships bound through the Moon Sound, either to or from 
Escthonian ports, pay according to the above-mentioned tariff 
pivs 100 per cent. | 

4. Ships bound through the Moon Sound from foreign 
ports to foreign ports pay according to the above-mentioned 
tariff plus 200 per cent. 

5. Ships under 100 registered tons gross are exempted 
irom compulsory pilotage unless they are coming from 
abcoad. 

6. All ships and other floating vessels, which are towed 
through the Moon Sound, are subject to the general pilotage 
charges except those belonging to the Esthonian Republican 
Government. 

7. From Suurop to the Bay of Reval, or vice-versa, 24 
penni per registered ton are charged. 

8. For pilotage to the other Esthonian ports pilotage dues 
are charged according to the Finnish fundamental tariff plus 
200 per cent., the ship paying the costs of the return journey 
of the pilot. 

9. Ships belonging to the Yacht Club under 25 registered 
tons gross are exempted from compulsory pilotage. 

10. If the pilot, owing to storm or other reasons, is taken 
past the terminus pilotage station, the ship has to guarantee 
the return journey up to the place where the pilot was taken 
on board and to pay him 20 marks a day for the number of 
days which the return journey will take. 

11. If the sea pilot is kept waiting, owing to fault of the 
ship, mere than three hours before the latter starts to move, 
the ship pays the pilot 20 marks for the day. 





FRANCE. 


RHINE NAVIGATION DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 





Paris. 

A Bill will be introduced in the next Chamber by the 
Minister of Public Works providing for the improvement of 
the navigation of the French part of the Rhine. 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS—continued. 





[lie proposed improvements, it is stated in the press, will 
ehiprise the creation Of a canal 125 kilometres long trom 
Fiuningue to Strasbourg, and the construction of a large 


river port at the latter town. The canal will have a width of 
about 20 metres, and will be navigable tor boats drawing 
~IN Inetres, 


ft is also intended to build 10 hydro-electric stations with 
a total capacity of 700,000 horse-power, for the use of Paris 
ind the northern and eastern regions of France. 


The total 4ST ] 


is estimated at about 1.000 million francs. 





NETHERLANDS. 
NCREASE OF 
DUES. 


H.M. Minister.) 


4 





PROPOSED PILOTAGE 


(Fron 
THe Hacve. 

A Bil has been introduced for the purpose of increasing 
Duich pilotage dues by fitteen per cent. from a date to be 
appointed by the Crown. 

[n an explanatory memorandum the Minister of Marine 
states that the cost of the pilotage service has increased 
considerably cwing to higher wages and higher prices ot 
materials and focd. The measure, if passed, will remove 
the equality in pilotage dues between inward and outward- 
bound vessels calling at Netherland ports and ships pro- 
ceeding via the Scheldt to Belgium. It will also change the 
proportional relation between the sum total of the pilotage 
dues levied on the Meuse and those levied on the Scheldt. 
As to the tariffs of pilotage dues belonging to the Scheldt 
Regulations cannot be modified except with the co-operation 
and consent of Belgium, the change in this proportional 


relation cannot be avoided for the time being. 





NORWAY. 





SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING. 

In order to meet the increased demand for tonnage and to 
-ake advantage of the high treight rates, plans involving a 
total of approximately -1.200,000 gross tons have been made 
to extend Norwegian shipping 

Phe Norwegian vards are short of lahour and, working at 
their present capacity, have enough contracts on hand to 
jast a considerable time. The opinion is held in many 
quarters that, for the purposes of fishing and whaling, boats 
built in Norwegian yards prove more satisfactory than those 
built abroad, being better adapted to the conditions under 
which they are to be used, Nevertheless, of the 1,200,000 
tons mentioned above, approximately half has been placed 
under contracts with yards in the United Kingdom, Holland, 
and Denmark, by far the greater proportion having been 
contracted for in British vards. 

in addition to the ships being built, several firms have made 
purchases in Japan of recently-completed steamers of 3,000 
tons and 5,000 tons deadweight, the price paid being between 
664 and 700 kroner per ton deadweight. These vessels are 
said to be of excellent material and workmanship throughout. 

NEW SERVICES. 

With this increased tonnage new routes have been opened 
ap. notably the direct service between Trondhjem and New 
York, and the sailings to Canada for carge only which is to 
be loaded at Christiania, Stavanger, and Bergen, going 
thence direct to Montreal in the summer, and to St. John, 
N.B., in the winter. 

karly in September the Norwegian Shipbuilding Associa- 
tion announced that the United States Government had paid 
nty the Federal Reserve Bank, New York, to the credit of 
the Association. the sum 6f 33,815.000 dols. as part payment 
1 the compensation agreed upon in respect of the 27 ships 
which were being constructed tor Norwegian shipowners, and 
which were taken over during the war by the United States 
Government. The balance of the amount due will be held to 
the credit of the Norges Bank, and the interest to be paid 
wilt he settled later. 


SLIPWAY AT LANGESUND. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








NEW 


CHRISTIANIA. 
The new slipway at the Langesund Engineering Works, 
which is capable of accommodating vessels up to 4,509 tons 
conveying capacity, was ready for use in mid-November. 
The slipway is provided with adjustable side-blecks after 
the American Crandall patent, 
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Railways and Roads. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
NEW RAILWAY APPROVED 


In the ‘‘Boletin Oficial’ of Buenos Aires of 8th October q 
Decree is published approving an ad referendum contrag 
of concession tor the censtruction and working of a line }y 
the French Railway Company of the Province of Santa Fé 

The line will start from General Obligado Station on th 
line from La Sabana to Barranqueras and run north, crossing 
the river Bermejo at Presidente Roca, or near there, ang 
ena at the line from Estado de Formosa to Embarcacién. 

The erection of an installation for loading and discharging 
in Rio Bermejo, and at the place where the line crosses ihe 
teconquista to Parallel 28 Railway, is provided for in the 
Decree. 








TENDERS FOR LOCOMOTIVES 
STATE RAILWAYS. 

The ‘** Boletin Oficial ’’ of Buenos Aires, of 23rd October, 
1919, publishes a Decree annulling the Decree of Ist July, 
1919, which called for tenders for the supply of locomotiyes 
to the State Railways, and requesting the Railway 
Administration to decide on the most suitable type of loco. 
motive and ask for fresh authority from the Executive Power 
to call for fresh tenders when funds are available. 

The introduction fo the above Decree states that the 
Treasury has no funds to which the cost of the locomotives, 
about 10,000,000 dols., could be charged, that owing to the 
type of locomotive to be bought not having been decided on, 
specifications were not drawn up, and that this makes a 
cemparison of the tenders difficult. 


FOR 





ECUADOR. 
RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT. 





in his Message to Congress published in the ‘‘Regisiro 
Oficial’ (Quito) of 11th August, the President of Ecuador 
announced that the survey ot the first section of the railway 
from Quito to Esmeraldas, that is, the portion between 
The 


second section from Ibarra to Quito, of 167 kiloms, is sub- 


Pailon and Ibarra, of 199 kiloms, is nearly completed. 


divided into two rarts, on one of which the earthworks have 
reached kilometre 48 in the Province of Imbabura; on the 
other, in the Province of Pichincha, the earthworks have 
reached kilometre 36. The estimated total cost of the line is 
23,431,000 sucres. 

On the Sibambe-Cuenca Railway the survey of the section 
between Santa Rosa and San Antonio has been carried out. 
The work of construction is divided into three sections: The 
first includes the junction with the Southern Railway; ihe 
second starts from Chunchi, and 20 kilometres of earthworks 
have already been carried out; the third section goes trom 
El Descanso to Cuenca and is finished for a distance of 5} 
kilometres. At present work is being done on the bridge 
over the river Sidcay, and it is hoped that construction work 
from the Tambo towards Santa Rosa will shortly be proceeded 
with. 

On the Curaray Railway, during the past year, a station 
has been built at Pelileo, 7 kilometres of earthworks con- 
structed, 4,350 metres of rails laid, and various culverts, etc., 
coustructed. The proposed route is from Pelileo to Las 
Juntas. 

The railway from Guayaquil to the coast has reached kilo- 
metre 75 on the main line, and the branch line to Playas 3s 
now finished, To reach the termifius at Salinas there remain 


75> kilometres to be completed. 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 


THE RAILWAY SYSTEM. 
(From H.M,. Representative.) 








TANGIER. 


A writer dealing with the railways in the French Pro- 
tectorate in Morocco in a recent issue of ‘* Nouveau Maroc 
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RAILWAYS AND ROADS —continued. 











. ' ° . o h . > 1~ ‘ "gs 4 } 1} cr 
sizes: the following ligures relating to lines already being 
- *} od :— - +4 
worh hilomeicres. 


From Oudja to Taza and Touhar ........ CC or are 


From the Algerian trentier to DUGIR «0.0 ccccccrvessess ae 
From Fez to Rabat and Casabianca ......-.-....0se00++ 3.40 
from Casablanca to Ben Guerir peereerrerreeeereeee 216 

And also the following branch lines: ‘a 
From Guereit to PE, in ccuesadgousateeecesoteceeesene - 
Bonen Tama £0 GirTAGOt § ...cccccccccscsccccccccececoscosoocsess } 
From ian 


From Ber-Rechid to Oued Zem_ ............+e0eeeeereeees 
; ? R Pr 1.5 +Presd . ; ane 
This gives a total length of 975 kilometres ot line being 
sorked. 
UNvER CONSTRUCTION. 
In addition to this, the following lines are under con- 


struction : — ” : 
stl Kilometres. 


The gap between Touhar and Fez ......... ia een 0 
branch from Mekinez to Azrou and Ain Leunh ... 20 
The brat 190 


fhe extension from Fritissa to Outat el Had) ......... 
The extension from Ben Guerir to Marrakesh 

These lines are, however, probably only the base on 
when there will be through connection between the Algerian 
grontier on the North-East and the capital oi Southern 
Morocco, Marrakesh. . 

It is pointed out, however, that, unfortunately, length : 
line is not of itself a criterion 01 the usel ulness of a rail- 
wav, and that these lines, originally constructed for pwnage 
purposes and opened for commercial traffic in 1916, are only 
of narrow gauge. 


eevee 


PROPOSED. 


These lines are, however, probably only the base on 
which the future lines of the Protectorate are to be built. 
In 1914 a concession was granted to a Franco-Spanish com- 
pany for the construction of a broad gauge line irom _ 
to Tangier. The work was almost completely stopped by 
the war, but it is now hoped to finish it by 1924. 

Also, in 1917 concessions were granted to French com- 
panies for the construction of other broad-gauge lines, 
notably from Casablanca to Marrakesh, from Fez to Oudja, 
and from Casablanca to Petit Jean. The construction of 
these has been held up owing to the fact that it has been 
necessary to borrow money. This cannot be done without 
the consent of the French Parliament, and, although the 
question was submitted in 1917, it has not yet been dis- 
cussed, . _ | 

Although the narrow-gauge line has been utilised to the 
ntmost of its capacity, it has not been possible to transport 
by its means more than about one-third of the goods to be 
carried. For the rest, recourse has to be had to waggons, 
moter-lorries, or even camels. The writer points out the 
importance to Morocco of the early completion of the lines, 
particularly that from Casablanca to Petit Jean, so as to 
link up with the Tangier-Fez line. 


URUGUAY. 





PROPOSED NEW HIGHWAY. 


The ‘‘ Diario Oficial’? (Montevideo) of 16th October pub- 
lishes a Bill proposing to authorise the Ministry of Public 
Works to construct a high road to connect the towns of 
Colonia and San José, passing through the smaller places 
Rosario, La Paz, and Nueva Helvecia. ae 

Up to 25 per cent. of the cost of the undertaking is to be 
covered by drawing on the genera] revenue, at the rate of 
25,000 pesos annually; the remaining 75 per cent. will be 
covered by an annual tax per hectare imposed on property 
contiguous to the highway. The construction of the road 
is to be commenced within a period of six months from the 
date of starting the collection of the annual tax above- 
mentioned and in sections of not Jess than ten kilometres. 
There will be a public call for tenders for the undertaking, 


but should no satisfactory offers result the works will be 


executed by the Administration. ~~ 

In presenting the Bill, the National Council of Adminis- 
iration point out that the projected new road, which is an 
extension of the Montevideo-San José road, will traverse 
one of the richest and most intensively cultivated zones of 
the Department of Colonia. Moreover, this road to Colonia 
will constitute an important section of the route which is 
to cross the south of the Republic, and put Buenos Aires 
im touch with the Uruguayan coastal towns. 
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Minerals and Metals. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


REPORT OF THE MINING INDUSTRY. 
FOR 1918. 

The Chief Inspector of Mines in India has issued his Re- 

port on the inspection of mines in British India for the 


i€ 
calendar year 1918. The following passages are taken from 
the Report :— 








CoaAL. 


In the last report it was stated that the seventeenth 
million had been reached for the first time. It has now to 
be recorded that in 1918 an output of 19,847,039 tons was 
reached. This is an unprecedented increase of 2,520,655 
tons, or 14°55 per cent. over the output in 1917. 

Of the total output 18,977,911 tons or 95-62 per cent. were 
raised in Bengal and Bihar and Orissa, the percentage of ihe 
previous five years being 95-87, 

In the last report attention was drawn to the appointment, 
Jate in the year, of a Coal Controller, and it was stated that 
his methods of regulating matters did not affect the period 
under report. In 1918, however, practically the whole of 
the trade was under his control. One of the first steps 
taken was to restrict the output of collieries working the 
poorer class coals. Whether as a result of this or not, the 
2) Jlargest concerns, the great majority of whom in 1917 
showed decreases, as compared with the previous year, 
showed in the year under report increases in 18 cases. The 
general opinion is that the result of the restrictions above- 
mentioned was to induce labour to these larger collieries, 
although other causes coniributed to a general increase of 
labour supply. 

All coal, except that of markedly inferior quality. was 
requisitioned, at prices fixed by the Controller on the basis 
of cost of production plus a certain profit, the result being 
that practically every consumer in India received his coal 
from that officer. There was a certain and very limited 
amount of free coal of an inferior character, which naturally, 
under the circumstances, fetched abnormally higher prices, 
but, as stated, the amount was very limited. 

The output per person emplcyed during the year was («) 
below ground 181 tons and (b) above and below ground 113 
tons. The figures for the five years preceding were (a) 178 and 
(6) 114. Taking each group of coalfields separately, these 
figures were as follows: Bengal and Bihar (a) 185 and 122, 
(6) 115 and 116; Assam (a) 150 and 159, (b) 96 and 106; 
Baluchistan (a) 76 and 70, (b) 43 and 45; the Central Pro- 
vinces (a) 122 and 122, (b) 79 and 82; and the Punjab and 
North-West Frontier Provinces (a) 58 and 72, (b) 37 and 18. 


Mica. 


There was a Jarge increase in the output, which was 51,572 
ewt. as compared with 35,896 cwt. in 1917, being an increase 
ot 43°67 per cent. 

This increase was almost entirely confined to the Bihar 
and Orissa field, although the Madras field showed a slight 
increase, as compared with the large decrease given in the 
last report. 

Owing to the demand for war purposes lessees in Bihar 
and Orissa were urged to increase their output to the 
highest possible figure. Several licences were granted to 
new lessees. The result was the largest output on 
record. ‘Tonnage was very scarce and insurance rates 
were heavy. The industry, however, undoubtedly flourished 
throughout the year. 

There was considerable improvement in the industry in 
Madras also, and, in addition to mining, prospecting was 
carried out over large areas. Some of these ventures turned 
out well. The cost of working at some of the older mines 
has much increased owing to the depth at which they are 
now worked. 

MANGANESE. 


There was again a considerable decrease in the output, 
which was 415,357 tons, as compared with 497,052 tons in 
1917. This is a decrease of 16°43 per cent. 

There was a fair demand for Munition purposes up to 
the signing of the Armistice, when there was an appreciable 
iull. The demand on the whole was not, however, as good 
as in 1917, and the continued shortage of tonnage restricted 
business. 

WoLFrRam. 


The output decreased, being 72,189 cwt. as compared with 
79,312 cwt. in 1917, a decrease of 8-98 per cent. In the last 
quarter of the year influenza appeared in a severe form and 
a special inquiry showed that it was responsible for the Joss 
of about 2,000 ewt. in output. 

Seven mines produced over 2,000 cwt. as compared with 6 
in 1917 and 5 in 1916. These 7 mines were responsible for 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





about SO per cent. of the output. It is with them that the 
{uture mainly lies, and, as they are further developed, they 
should account for a still larger percentage of the total. . 

Though tributing still holds the first place as a means oO! 
production at present, proper methods of mining are on the 
increase. Exploration and development work have been 
carried out, the district has been geologically surveyed and 
the results put at the disposal of the mining community. 
The deeper resources of the larger mines are being investi- 
cated, air compressors and rock drills installed and crushing 
and recovery plants designed and erected. 


GEMS. 


The output shows a decrease, being 164,115 carats as 
compared with 198,200 carats in 1917. This is a decrease 
of 17:19 per cent. During the whole of the year there was a 
cradual improvement in the price of both rubies and sap- 
nhires, more especially the latter, the demand from Paris 
for fine blue stones being steadily maintained. The native 
producers were able to dispose of thetr finds at better prices 
than had been known since the war began. The industry 
generally was no longer aftected adversely by war conditions. 


GOLD. 


The output again decreased, being 19,916 ounces as com- 
pared with 22,991 ounces in 1917. This is a decrease ot 
13-40 per cent. 

CorPrr. 


Only 3,619 tons were raised as compared with 20,105 tons 

in 1917. The decrease may be looked upon as temporary. 
OrHER MINERALS. 

There were increases in limestone, salt, slate, bauxite, 
valena, chromite, clay, tin, steatite and decreases in silver, 
graphite, magnesite, fuller’s earth, samarskite, iron ore, 
ochre, and molybdenite. 





CEYLON. 





THE PLUMBAGO AND OTHEL MINING 
INDUSTRIES. 

Plumbago mining is the principal industry in Ceylon, 
and the mineral is worked in various parts of the Island, 
particularly in the Kurunegafa, Colombo, Galle, Kalutara, 
and Kegalla Districts. Mines exist also in the Kandy 
District, and plumbago is found in small quantities in 
places as far removed from the principal centres of pro- 
duction as the vicinity of Colombo town on the one hand 
and the Maullaittivu District, where a small mine was 
opened in 1918, on the other. 

Many of the mines are worked in a primitive fashion, 
but some employ up-to-date machinery, electric lighting, 
etc. The industry has suffered great vicissitudes during 
the war, a period of stagnation being followed at the end 
of 1915 by a period of prosperity and activity, which con- 
tinued through 1916. 

During 1917 the price of the commodity, which had been 
very high at the beginning of the year, fell very considera- 
bly, and at the end of the year there was practicaliy no 
demand at all. The cessation of the demand is ascribed 
to competition with Madagascar plumbago in England, and 
to a fall in the demand for the mineral from America, 
whilst Japan shipped a considerable quantity of Korean 
graphite, a product inferior to the Ceylon variety in car- 
bon content, but nevertheless sufficiently good for certain 
purposes tor which plumbago is used. 

The cessation of the demand for Ceylon plumbago in 
America was unexpected, but was probably in part at least 
due to accumulation ef stocks purchased in previous vears. 
Representations were made through the Secretary of State. 
and it was pointed out that the closing down of manv mines 
would be followed hy Hooding of those mines, with the 
result that, should a sudden demand arise. it would be 
difficult to meet it, as it would take some time to free 
the mines of water. An arrangement was made in June. 
1918, by which licences to ship plumbago to the United States 
of America were grantable, provided the applicant had 


obtained a permit to import from the United States 
authorities, In July this arrangement was extended 


to Japan, but it was provided that in this case 
the consignee must give the British Ambassador at Tokio 
& guarantee against re-export to Russia. There was little 
movement in the market. however, but towards the end 
of the vear there were indications of a slight demand from 
America, when some new permits to import were issucd. 
and a few orders began to be received. 





MINERALS AND METALS—continucd. 





The Island, states the Colonial Report for 1918 (No, 1007). 
is capable of producing at least 30,000 tons a year, but it 
actually produced only a little over 1.000 tons a month jp 
1918. The number of mines working at the end of the veap 
was 263, and the number of men actually employed in the 
mines was 6,433. The total quantity of plumbago exported 
during 1918 was 15,217 tons valued at Rs.5,240,630, againg 
26.154 tons valued at Rs.20,000,000 in 1917, and 33,410 tong 
valued at Rs,22,494,999 in 191¢—Cevlon’s record vear, 


RECENT SHIPMENTS. 


Shipments during the first half of 1919 totalled only 
4,020 tons, as compared with 15,455 tons during the entire 
vear otf LOLS, 27,047 tons in 1917, and over 33,000 tons iy 
1916. 

In 1916 the United States took 75 per cent. of Cevlon’s 
plumbago and in 1917 over 81 per cent., as compared with 
o> per cent. in 1918 and 63 per cent. for the first half 
of 1919 (percentage based on quantity, not value). 


Mica. 


Some inquiries early in the vear from the Ministry of 
Munitions, in regard to the possibility of obtaning mica 
trom Cevlon, led to a renewal of interest in this industry, 
Samples of the Ceylon product were sent to England and 
were found marketable, and a scheme was arranged for the 
(sovernment purchase of the commodity on behalf of a 
large firm of importers in London. The Principal Mineral 
Surveyor was given charge of the scheme, which included 
the payment in Ceylon of 75 per cent. of the value of the 
mica accepted, a commission of 5 per cent. being charged 
towards the expenses necessarily incurred by the Govern. 
ment. 

Bv the time the scheme was in working order hostilities 
had ceased, but inquiries in London showed that the demand 
for mica of the quality then being shipped was not likely 
to cease, and it was decided to continue the scheme, with 
the object of establishing the Ceylon industry firmly. The 
mica shipped has all been phlogopite, though some muscovite 
exists in the Island, but possibly only a small percentage 
of the latter kind is marketable. Good quality mica is 
readily saleable in Lendon at a satisfactory price, but a 
great deal of the Ceylon produce is not suitable 
for the London market, and if shipped would not 
only not be saleable, but would cause Ceylon mica 
generally to be looked upon with disfavour. For this 
reason the Government scheme includes careful in- 
spection and grading by the Principal Mineral Surveyor. 

Private exportation of mica has not been interfered 
with. however, and considerable amounts have been sent 
home. mostly by persons who know what is required in 
London. 

Monazite. 


Some beds of monazite sand have been discovered in 
Cevlon, and « special plant for the treatment of a bed of 
this sand near Bentota was erected during 1918. The 
plant has worked successfully, and by the end of the year 
some 20 tons of refined sand had been separated. and will 
be shipped to England when an opportunity occurs. 


Portianp CEMENT. 


Further investigations were made as to the possibility 
ot preducing this article locally. especially in the Galle 
District. where limestone is to be found. but no positive 
results have vet been arrived at. The question of the 
provison of fuel is a difficult one, and has not vet beer 
settled. 


BURMA. 





REPORT ON TIN AND TUNGSTEN 
DEPOSITS. 

Iwo members of the Geological Survey of India have re- 
cently compiléd a full and connected account of the tungsten 
and tin deposits in Burma, so far as it has been possible to 
examine them. 

They state that the deposits are more extensive and wide- 
spread than is generally known, and may extend widely into 
adjacent regions not yet explored. 

The deposits extend from Byingvi in Yamethin district 12 
the north to Maliwun ig Mergui in the extreme south, 4 
total length of approximately 720 miles. The tungsten ore 
(wolfram) and tin ore (cassiterite) occur in association, and 
the lodes all occur in granite intrusions, together with a 
great variety of minerals, including bervl, tourmaline, gat- 
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MINERALS AND METALS — continued. 





net, topaz, mica, pyrite. etc. Cassiterite is also found often 


in paying deposits in alluvium. 
Tue Tavoy District. 


The Tavoy district is, of course, the most important in 
respect ot tungsten production. It has an area ot 5.308 
square miles, and the lists tor 191, show that mixed con- 
centrates were exported from 132 concessions, tin ore exclu- 
sively from one, and molvbdenite trom one. There were at 
the same time a number of prospecting licences in force. The 
tal production of the district in 1917 was 3,653) tons of 
mixed concentrates. Cassiterite occurs im true alluvial de- 
posits of streams draining the granite intrusions of the dis- 
trict or crossing their contact with the overlving sedimen- 
taries. There are abundant traces of ancient workings in 
the higher parts of the valleys, where the cassiterite occurs 
in narrow bands of gravel sand, and can he easily recovered 
by sluicing; lower down the streams they occur in placer 
deposits, and can be recovered by dredging ; still lower, 
where the streams broader out, they also occur, and in some 
operations are in hand. Ancient gravel 
and pebble beds exist under the hill on which Tavoy 
itself stands. Cassiterite and gold with garnet, ilmenite. 
iron ores, and zircon occur in it, and a portion ot the hili 
has recently been taken out under a prospecting licence in 
order to test the values systematically. 


eases boring 


THe Merceur DIstrict. 


In the Mergui district the chief wolfram deposits are near 
Palauk in the north, and at Tagu near the Great Tenas- 
srim river about 70 miles from its mouth. In the Tagu 
region the lodes are all in granite, and are remarkable for 
their large size. In this district alluvial cassiterite workings 
held under leases for working under native methods are 
widely distributed, 

O1HER DistTRICTS. 


Besides the Tavoy and Mergui districts, the districts of 
Yamethin, the Bawlake State (Karenni), Amherst (Moul- 
mein), and Thaton all contain wolfram. Numerous conces- 
sions for working are granted in all of them, though for the 
most part, as, indeed, may be said also of Tavoy and Mergu, 
the production of each concession is small. 

The workings lie in high hill and jungle country with poor 
communications, and present considerable difficuities in work- 
ing. For instance, in the Yamethin district at Byingyi the 
wolfram bearing area is situated close to the summit of the 
peak, which is 6,254 feet above sea level. 


VALUE oF LODEs. 


As to values of lodes. a great many are from a few inches 
up to 5 feet in thickness. In the Thaton district there are 
four lodés, close together, of an average thickness of 4 inches, 
which can be traced for the unusually long distance of 23 
miles. In the Tavoy district the Kadando lode has been 
traced for several thousands of feet on the surface, and varies 
jrom 3 to 5 feet and more in width. In one well-known mine 
there are five lodes varying in thickness from 3 to 5 feet, 
which have been traced for over 1,000 feet each. In the 
Tagu region, Mergui, in the Kautubin section, there are four 
lodes of 10 to 15 feet in thickness, one of 5 feet, and three 
of 3 feet. | 


DESCRIPTION OF OCCURRENCES. 


All the wolfram and cassiterite Jodes in Burma occur in an 
intrusive granite, which is of remarkably constant composi- 
tion and texture throughout. It is intruded into a series of 
axcient slates, argillites, clay schists, and silicified tuffs, with 
subordinate quartzites and conglomerates of unknown age. 
The ores of tungsten and tin have arrived in the lodes hy 
some means or other from the cooling granite magma. De- 
trital deposits containing wolfram and cassiterite may occur 
o1 any hill slope in or above which the parent lodes are un- 
dergoing degradation. Alluvial or placer deposits contain- 
ing cassiterite may be found in any stream draining a catch- 
ment in which bearing lodes occur; but wolfram does not 
occur in true alluvial deposits in Burma unless it is tightly 
enclosed in a surrounding matrix of quartz. And the geolo- 
gists add that there are vast tracts of country lying between 
the known deposits of Burma which are very imperfectly 
explored, that the producing deposits are all in the more 
accessible parts of tle country, and that they are aware of 
no reason why more deposits should not be located, provided 
favourable structural conditions are found. 
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Textiles. 


CANADA. 
PROGRESS OF KNITTING MILLS IN 
THE MANUFACTURE OF UNDER- 
WEAR. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 








Toronto. 

Canadian manufacturers of knitted goods, especially under- 
wear, are pretty well centralised in the Province of Ontario. 
Of 102 factories engaged in making hosiery and knitted goods 
in 1917, 17 were in Quebec Province, and 78 in Ontario. 

Exceptional progress has been made by Canadian mills 
during the war. The trade is effectively organised, and 
eiorts are being made to develop exports. 

PRODUCTION. 

The latest figures with regard to production are those ol 
the ‘‘Census of Industry”’ for the year 1917. The statistics 
had not been made public, at the time of writing, but 
through the courtesy of the Dominion Statistician the figures 
with regard to the hosiery and knitted goods industry for 
that vear have been obtained. Unfortunately, the census 
figures do not deal separately with the production of under- 
wear, 

The following table gives detailed statistics with regard 
to the production of hosiery and knitted goods in Canada 
in 1917 :— 


No. of Establishments ms an es 4s er 12 
Capital invested me oe os = .. Dols.29,073, 96] 
Employees on salaries, Males, 352 ,; Total ) Salaries 


Females, 230 | 582 | Dols. 764,952 


ps! 
Employees on wages, Males, 3,588 ¢ Total) Wages 
a" Females, 7,941 (11,479) ~~ .. Dols. 5,730,517 


Wages 


Mutside piece-workers Males, 17; Total \ 
Dols. 47,773 


Females, 739 + 756 5 ae: 

Cost of materials used - .- Dols. 19,443,108 
Value of production .. on ‘a oi . .Dola, 35,770,588 
PropucTion 1n 1910, 1915 ann 1917. 


The following table compares the production for the three 
vears 1910, 1915, and 1917:— 


1910. 1915. 1917 
No. of establishments ... 68 68 102 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Capital invested ........ 11,938,029 18,058,821 29,073,961 
Salaries and wages paid... 2,814,667 3,252,817 6,543,242 
Cost cf material ......... 6,904,217 9,147,545 19,443,108 
Value of product ......... 13,393,854 16,081,380 33,770,583 


GROWTH SINCE 1910. 


Since 1910 23 new mills have been established in Ontario, 
and there are signs that this development will continue. The 
capita] invested has increased about 144 per cent., the cost 
ot materials, 180 per cent., and the value of product 150 
per cent. 

In Quebec Province, in 1915, a decline in the industry 
was in evidence. There was one mill less than in 1910. The 
capital invested, the materials used, and the value of the 
product, all showed decreases. The value of the product of 
the Quebec Province mills’ declined about 68 per cent. 
between 1910 and 1915. In 1917 the position had greatly 
improved and eight new mills had been established. The 
capital invested showed an increase between 1915 and 1917 
of approximately 770 per cent.; the cost of materials used, 
(39 per cent.; and the value of the products, 693 per ecnt. 

While the increased costs of raw materials and enhanced 
values of finished products undoubtedly account for a con- 
siderable part of the increases noted above, there has also 
heen a substantial expansion of the industry, as the increase 
in the number of mills, for example, indicates. 

The production of underwear was given a marked impetus 
by the receipt of war orders. At the outbreak of hostilities 
several mills were finding it difficult to maintain activities. 
One knitting company, for instance, with three mills in this 
area, had decided to close two of the mills because of lack of 
orders. <A visit to the United Kingdom was made by a 
representative of the company, and large war orders were 
obtained, This action prevented the closing of the mills. 

In addition to the receipt of war orders from the British, 
Canadian, and other Governments, the knitted goods makers 
were benefited by a reduction of Canadian imports. They 
have taken full advantage of the position, principally in the 
follewing ways :— 

(a) Thev have engaged in a permanent and attractive 
advertising campaign throughout Canada, par- 
ticularly emphasising the attractive appearance, 
fit, styles, and packing of Canadian-made under- 
wear. 
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TEXTILES —continued. 








(b) They have cultivated the domestic market, while 
imported goods were largely out of the market on 
account of war conditions, 

(c) They have increased their capacity and output. 

(d) They have organised trade associations. 

(e) They have cultivated export trade. 

The industry is therefore in a much stronger position than 
before the war, and the immediate outlook is for the acquire- 
ment of additional strength and further expansion. Wl.ether 
or not the United Kingdom manufacturer will regain the 
business formerly held in this market and increase the 
volume will depend to a considerable degree as to how 
seriously he regards and meets the changed conditions in 
local production. 





ITALY. 
ABOLITION OF JUTE CONSORTIUM. 


(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 





ROME. 
By a Royal Decree of 3)th October the Jute Consortium 
has been abolished. The Consortium was established in 
February of this year (sea page 695 of the ‘‘Journal’’ ot 
29th May). 








JAPAN. 


WOOL AND SHEEP REARING. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 

Sheep farming continues to make but slow progress in 
Japan. Notwithstanding measures to secure home-grown 
wool, and the establishment of a scheme which was planned 
to be fully matured in a little more than ten years’ time 
(see the ‘‘Journa]l”’ of 4th July, 1918, p. 38), the number 
ot sheep in Japan had increased from about 3,500 at the 
end of 1917 to only 6,000 at the close of the first half cf 
1919. 

As one aim is to increase sheep rearing to 1,000,000 head 
in twenty years, after which further efforts are to be made 
until the number reaches 7,000,000 (see the ‘‘Journal’’ of 
2ist March, 1918, p. 358), it will be realised that very little 
has as yet been done towards rendering Japan <elt- 
supporting in the matter of wool supply. 








WAR-TIME PRODUCTION, EXPORT AND 
IMPORT OF WOOLLENS AND MUSLIN. 

During the four years 1914-17 the production of woollen 
cloth in Japan totalled 50,308,130 vards, of which 11,269,744 
vards represents the output of 1914 and 13,595,989 vards 
that of 1917. 

WooLLen CLoTH. 

Exports during the same period amounted to 10,909,659 
vards, towards which 1915 contributed no less than 6,668,042 
vards. Only 397,965 yards were shipped in 1914 and in 1917 
the exports had decreased again to 1,483,770 yards. In the 
following year there was a further reduction to 953,117 
vards. The first five months of 1918 saw only 116,244 yards 
exported ; for the corresponding period of the present year 
the total was 637,828 yards. 

Imports during 1914-17 aggregated 22,491,591 yards. Of 
these 11,803,975 vards were imported in 1914; the total had 
dropped to 3,248,514 yards in 1917. There was a recovery to 
4,456,746 yards in 1918, in the first five months of which vear 
2,187,410 yards entered the country; but in January-May, 
i919, imports were less than half at 1,057,089 yards. 

Woo Len Yarns. 

In 1914 exports of woollen yarns totalled 161,558 kin and 
had increased to 558,254 kin in 1917; there was a setback 
tc 529,829 kin in 1918, the aggregate for the five years being 
2,038,167 kin. 

[uuports in 1914 totalled 2,351,117 kin; in 1915 they fell to 
234,821 kin, in 1916 rose to 653,178 kin, to drop again in the 
ensuing year to 283,161 kin and last year to only 56,392 kin. 

: Mustrin. 

During the four years 1914-17 the production of muslin 
amounted to 199,790,803 yards, the total in the firs’ year 
being 50,346,524 vards, in the second 60,084,090 yards and 
in the fourth 45,312,169 yards. 

Shipments of muslin were very irregular during the period 
mentioned, varying from 584,249 yards in 1914 to 7,085,690 
vards in 1916. There was a shrinkage to 3,747,663 yards in 
1917, but the succeeding year witnessed an expansion to 
7,004,357 yards. 

Imports of 90,558 yards in 1914 were enlarged upon in 
1915, when 123,308 yards were received from abroad, but in 
the next year the quantity had decreased to the almost 
nevligible figure of 1,083 yards. 
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Chemicals. 





CANADA. 
GROWTH OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY. 


The impetus given to the Canadian chemical industry. 
due to exceptional demands during the war, is shown in a 
report issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This 
report contains a directory of Canadian chemical industries. 
with names, addresses, and products of firms whose products 
are elther chemicals or are the result of processes involyin 
chemical change. 

The number of plants operated is given as 634, 161 of 
which are situated in the Province of Quebec. The out- 
standing progress made during the war was probably the 
construction of the world’s largest glacial acetic acid plant 
at Shawinigan, Quebec. An entirely new process beginning 
with acetylene was developed, while acetone, paraldehyde. 
crotonaldehyde, mercuric oxide, and manganese acetate are 
neigh mags premecss, ann magnesium of a purity ranging trom 
JJ per cent, to 99°9 per cent. is made electrolytically from 
its fusel salts. 

The following figures show the increase in value of exports 
of Canadian drugs, dyes, and chemicals during the fiscal 
vears 31st March, 1912-1919:—1912, 1,677,216 dols.:; 1913. 
1,500,137 dols.; 1014, 1,730,203 dols.; 1915, 3,543,701 dols: 
1916, 6,449,145 dols. ; 1917, 9,218,415 dols. ; 1918, 14,207,€99 
dols.; 1919, 17,053,074 dols. The imports for consumption 
of drugs, dyes, and chemicals into Canada in the last fiscal 
year amounted to 32,783,704 dols., of which 23,785,191 dols, 
represents the value of chemical products imported from 
foreign countries, and 4,003,513 dols. the value of such 
products imported from British markets. 
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JAPAN. 


PAPER FROM SEAWEED 
(From H.AM. 





PULP. 
Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 
company has been promoted with a capital of yen 
2.UU0,000 tor the purpose of manufacturing pulp from sea- 
weed, called ‘‘ajimo,’? and to manutacture paper of 
all descriptions. 

In view of the abundance of supplies everywhere and also 
of the tact that pulp made from senuweed requires a com- 
paratively small quantity of chemicals for the manufacture 
ot paper, the promoters of the company are most optimistic 
about the success of the undertaking, Almost all of the 
shares of the company have been taken up by the chief 
promoters. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





EXHIBITION OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 
CHICAGO. 


The fifth National Exposition of Chemical Industries was 
held at Chicago in the last week of September. The exhibi- 
tion, which brought together about four hundred distinct ex- 
hibitors, attracted considerable interest to the chemical trade 
in general, and to other allied industries, both in this country 
and in Canada, and brought together a very large attendance 
during the week. 

Foremost amongst the exhibits, both in interest and num- 
ber, were those devoted to the chemical and dye industry. 

Another interesting exhibit was that of certain optical 
glass companies. “se : 

In addition to this there were numerous exhibits of labora- 
tory supplies, machinery parts and new commercial products 
produced from chemicals. 

An array of exhibits of chemicals for all purposes from 
different chemical manufacturing concerns were much in ev1- 
dence. A Canadian electro-products company received 2 
great deal of attention. le 

The Department of Mines of the Dominion of Canada were 
also represented, with an agent on hand to furnish informa- 
tion regarding the mineral resources of the Dominion. The 
Ontario Bureau of Mines of Toronto, Canada, had a similar 
exhibit offering the same facilities. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. ° 


CANADA. 


IMPORTATION OF TENTILE MACHINES. 

Ii is stated in Appraisers’ Bulletin, No. 2009, dated Ist 
November, 1919, which has been issued by the Department 
of Customs, Canada, that, until otherwise advised, the 
‘lowing machines, specially adapted for use in the mann- 
facture of woollen textile fabrics, mev be entered on their 
importation into Canada under Tarift item 468:— | 

Shake willow or wool waste duster; duster willow 
machines; kicker fulling mills; rag dusters; warp- 
ing machines; wool opener and mixer; soaping and 
wringing machine; dyeing machines of all kinds: 
drum spool winders and pressure drum _ spool 
winders; yarn reel, with counting motion; dead 
spindle spooler and bobbin stand; spooling and 
doubling machines; fearnaught pickers; ring 
twisters. 

The following are considered to be of a class or kind made 
in Canada :— 7 

Galashiels fulling mills; 
creeis. 

Appraisers’ Bulletin, No. 1906, issued in this connection, 
is hereby cancelled. 








cloth-washing machines: zard 


IMPORTATION OF CATTLE, ETC., FROM THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


In connection with previous Memoranda issued by thie 
Department of Customs, Canada, respecting the importa- 
tion of animals from the United Kingdom, Customs 
Memorandum No. 2347B, dated 28th October, contains a 
Ministerial Order of 24th October, 1918. It is stated in this 
Order that all permits for the importation into Canada 
from the United Kingdom, except Scotland, of cattle, sheep, 
other ruminants and swine, with the exception of such 
animals as are actually at the date of this Order embarked 
on vessels en route for Canada, are cancelled. 

Permits for the importation of cattle, sheep, other 
ruminants and swine from Scotland will only be issued 
under the following conditions : — 

The animals must. be embarked at the Port of Glasgow, 
and in addition to the usual health certificates must be 
accompanied by an affidavit from the shipper that the 
animals so embarked have been in Scotland for two months 
previous to the date of embarkation. 








NEW ZEALAND. 
THE NEW PROTECTION BILL. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of a propused Act 
to be cited as the New Protection Act, 1919, which is to 
form part of and be read together with the Customs Duties 
Act, 1908, and the Customs Law Act, 1908, and all amend- 
ments of the same. 

The Bill proposes in Section 2 that on and after Ist 
January, 1920, Excise Duties shall be imposed on all the 
classes of goods specified in the Schedule to the Customs 
Act, 1908 (i.e., all goods dutiable on their importation into 
New Zealand), which are being manufactured and sold 
within the Dominion, at the rates of duty specified in the 
said Schedule; provided that a rebate to the extent of the 
amount of the Customs duties already paid on the importa- 
tion of goods or material used in connection with the said 
manufactured goods shall be made in every case. 

Section 3 provides that the Act is not to apply to goods 
manufactured by any person in any part of the Dominion 
under conditions, as to remuneration of labour, which 

(a) Are declared by resolution of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment to be fair and reasonable; or 

(b) Are in accordance with the terms of an industrial 
agreement or award filed under the Indusirial 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 1908, or any 
amendments thereof; or 

(c) Are on an application made for the purpose to the 
President of the Arbitration Court declared to 
be fair and reasonable by him or by a Judge of 
the Supreme Court of New Zealand. 


Notwithstanding Section 3, this Act is to apply to all the 
classes -of the goods referred to in Section 2, manufactured 





| 








TRADE JOURNAL. 690 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES } 


—continued. 

and sold by any person in any part of New Zealand, if the 
same are not obtainable by the public at prices fixed by the 
Board of Trade established under the Board of Trade Act 
1919. Such Board, in fixing such prices, shall have regard 
to the price of labour in New Zealand as compared with 
the price of labour in the country where the imported goods 
of assimilar nature are manufactured. bi 

The authorities referred to in paragraph (c) of Section 3. 
or cne of them, shall in all cases of dispute, and, on appli- 
cation being made in a summary manner, from time to time 
fix and establish and, when necessary, vary the fair ond 
reasonable prices to be paid in terms of the last preceding 
section. 








FOREIGN. 
COSTA RICA, 








TARIEE CLASSIFICATION OF 
COTTON 
The Costa Rican “Gaceta’’ for Sth October contains 
Presidential Decree, dated 3rd October, which provides ihat 
cotton piece-goods with any working, such as pleats, open- 
work, ete., shall be classified under No. 38 of the Costa 
Rican Customs Tariff and pay Customs duty, on importa- 
tion into the country, at the rate of one colon 50 cts, pet 
kilog. 


CERTAIN 
GOODS. 





DENMARK. 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS WITHDRAWN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Notice issued by the Danish Ministry ot 
Justice, dated 8th November, announcing the abolition of 
the prohibition of export from Denmark in the case of all 
kinds of hair, except horsehair (mane and tail) and cowhair, 
which remain prohibited. 

Moreover, it will no longer be necessary to secure the per- 
mission of the Ministry of Justice for the export of all kinds 
of fodder roots, beetrouots, mangel-wurzels, kohlrabi, turnips, 
carrots, mast (beech nuts and acorns), or otf 
chestnuts. 

A further Notice, dated 29th October, announces the with- 
drawal of the condition contained in the Notice of 13th 
September, 1916, which provided that the exportation ot 
conserves and sausages, prepared fish (fish that has under- 
gone some other treatment than salting, drying, or smoking), 
and of soup cubes and the like might only take place through 
export businesses recognised for the purpose by the Ministry 
of Agriculture. The effect of this is to render the export o1 
such goods free from control. ° 


horse 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 





NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

An Executive Order (No. 332) of the Military Governoi 
of San Domingo, dated 25th September, promulgates a 
Law containing a new Import and Export Tariff for the 
Republic, which is to take effect on Ist January next. 

The general basis on which the new Tariff has been drawn 
up by the ‘Dominican Tariff Commission” is given in the 
notice printed at page 136 of the issue of the *‘ Journal ”’ 
for 24th July. H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Santo Domingo, 
in forwarding copy of the Law, states that the new Tariff is 
notable for the large number of articles which have been 
placed on the free list, especially foodstuffs, building 
material, furniture, etc. Large reductions have been made 
in the duties levied on other articles of import, and it is 
generally hoped that the new Customs Tariff will give a 
vreat impulse to the trade of the Republic. 

The new import duties on cotton piece-goods (cotton goods 
form the bulk of the exports from this country to San 
Domingo) are given below; and information as to the rates 
applicable to other goods may be obtained on written or 
personal application from the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2, at which Department 
a copy of the complete Tariff (in Spanish) may be seen by 
British exporters interested. 
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No. in Rate 
Customs Articles. of Duty. 
Tariff. Pesos. Cts. 


421. Cotton tabrics, plain woven (not twilled 
or figured in the loom), bleached or 
unbleached, weighing 7 kilogs or more 
per LOO sq. metres, and containing in 
a square of 6 mm. :— 

(a) Up to 32 threads and with a 


metres. 


width— 
ey Ce | ind ccctuycemseanuaned 3 OU 
Over 65 and up to 78 em. ...... 3 60 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ....... 4 20 
Over 92 cm.—tor each 13 cm. or 
PPRCTIOM OE ED CWB... ciccccss-s00s.. \) 60 
(b) 53 threads or more and with a 
width— 
A ee on 60 
Over 65) and up to 78 cm. ...... 4 32 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ...... 3 O4 
Over 92 cm.—tor each 13 cm. or 
PORORIG. GE ED GOR. occccssccecese: 0 12 
422. Cotton fabrics, plain woven (not twilled 
or figured in the loom), blexched or un- 
bleached, weighing less than 7 kilogs 
per 100 sq. metres, and containing in 
a square of 6 mm:— 
(a) Up to 24-threads, and with a 
width— 
SP I MNS csicaticinnreniecemnenenee 2 25 
Over 65 and up to 78 cm. ....... , oo: 70 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ....... 3 15 
Over 92 cm.—tor each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 cm. ............... 0 45 
(b) From 25 to 36 threads, and with 
a wicth— 
SE RE ES: - Sicwinbensnsiasdwnenress 3 GO 
Over 65 and up to 78 cm. ...... 3 60 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm, ...... 4 20) 
Over 92 cm.—for each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 em. .............. 0 CO 
(c) 37 threads or more, and with a 
width— 
Se IR, ince catanenniaknmeconsece 3 GO 
Over 65 and up to 78 cm. ......... 4 32 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ..... 5 O4 
Over 92 cm.—for each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 cm.._............ 0 ‘2 
423. Cotton fabrics, twilled or figured in the 
Joom, bleached or unbleached, weigh- 
ing 8 kilogs or more per 10U sq. metres, 
and containing in a square of 6 mm. :— 
(a) Up to 30 threads, and with a 
width— 
Be SOE I.“ cicccnntinecsacivswienses 3 GO 
Over 67 and up to 78 cm. ...... 4 32 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ...... ~ 0. 
Over 92 cm.—tor each 13 cm. or 
fraction OF 23 CM. .....0000..000 0 (2 
(b) From 31 to 36 threads, and with 
a width— 
DD CW Ge GOR, cctinceindiscccsceese aS 20) 
Over 67 and up to 78 cm. ...... 5) 4 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm, ...... 5 88 
Over 92 cm.—for each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 cm. _ ........-...0. 0 S4 
(c) 37 threads or more, and with a 
width— 
BI GG GOs scncesicsccosusives soos 4 80 
Over 67 and up to 78 cm. ...... 5 76 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ...... 6 12 
Over 92 cm.—tor each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 cm. ............... 0 96 
424, Cotton fabrics, twilled or figured in the 
loom, bleached or unbleached, weigh- 
ing less than 8 kilogs per 100 sq. metres, 
and containing in a square of 6 mm. :— 
(a) Up to 24 threads, and with a 
width— 
te Te MIR |. avcnsccnpeiustesenencies 3 00 
Over 67 and up to 78 cm.......... 3 GO 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ...... 4 20 
Over 92 cm.—for each 13 cm. or 
fraction Gf 33 GM. ......20<5..0. 0 60 
(b) From 25 and up to 30 threads, 
and with a width— 
if) g eererprrrsrrrerrrre rs 4 00 
Over 67 and up to 78 cm. ...... 4 80 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ........ 5 60 


Per 100 
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—continued. 
No. in Rate. 
(Customs Articles, oft Duty 
Tariff. Pesos, (ts 
Per 1 ) 
metres. 


Over 92 ¢m.—tor each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 cm. ...... ......... 0 5) 


c) From 31 and up to 36 threads, 
and with a width— 
SEEMS. cdnvasdscexdetinesonnsite 4 5 
Over 67 and up to 78 cm. ......... 5 4 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm, ........ 6 3% 
Over 92 cm.—tor each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 cm. ................ 0 ) 
(d) 37 threads and more, and with 
a width— 
iiss ceteducueedommues 5 95 
Over 6/7 and up to 7S cm. ...... 6 3 
Over 78 and up to 92 cm. ...... 7 35 
Over 92 cm.—tor each 13 cm. or 
fraction of 13 cm. ..........e+. 1. 4 
Notes.—(1) Fabrics classified under Nos. 421i to 424 


when dyed in the piece or printed. or dved and printed jy 
the piece, shall be classified according to width and thread 
count, with a surtax of 10 per cent. ter any or all of thes 
processes. 

(2) Fabrics classified under Nos. 421 to 424, when woyey 
with dyed varns, shall be classified according to width and 
thread count, with a surtax of 15 per cent. — 


ESTHONIA. 


PROVISIONAL REGULATIONS 
FOREIGN TRADE. 

The Commercial Agent in London of the Esthonian 
Government has forwarded a translation of the Frovisional 
Regulations approved by his Government on 15th August, 
respecting the import, export and transit trade of Esthonia 
—which fs reprinted below. 

A notice on the subject of these regulations was given 
at page 406 of the “‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 25th 
September, but the particulars now available amplify some. 
what the information set out in the ‘‘Journal’’ notice in 
question, and, in particular, a list of import-prohibited 
goods is now given. 








RESPECTING 


1. Owing to the abnormal economic conditions brought about by th 
war, the foreign trade of the country has to be conducted under Goyerm- 
ment control, and the following regulations have been adopted in this 
connection, 

CouncIL FoR ForeIGN Trave. 

2. The actual control of trade in accordance with Government regula 
tions of 25th June, is placed in the hands of a Council for Foreign Trade, 
consisting of the Ministers of Trade and Industry, Finance, Food, Agn- 
culture, War and Foreign Affairs, or their representatives, who will lk 
ussisted by representatives of co-operative and commercial organizations 
and financial concerns, invited solely in an advisory capacity to deal 
with questions in principle. 

3. All export and transit without the permission of the Council fr 
Foreign Trade is prohibited within the borders of the Esthonian Republic. 

4. Export and transit licences are to be issued by the Department 
Foreign Trade of the Ministry of Trade and Industry in accordance with 
the decisions of the Council for Foreign Trade. 

5. All Government purchases and sales abroad are to be centralised 
with the Council for Foreign Trade. 

6. Pending the quotation on foreign money markets of a rate of exchalse 
for Esthonian Marks, the rate in every instance will have to be confirmed 
by the Central Valuta Committee of the Esthonian Bank. 


EXPORT. 

7. Export licences may be granted to commercial and industrial cot: 
cerns belonging to the first class. Special regulations apply to the expon 
of flax. 

s. All foreign values obtained through export have to be collected 
through the Esthonian Bank, where they will be held under Gover 
ment control at the disposal of the exporter. 

9. The Control over the use of the foreign values is centralised in the 
Central Valuta Committee of the Esthonian Bank. | 

16. If within a month the foreign valuta has not been utilised 
accordance with the preceding regulations, the exporter is obliged @ 
sell same to the Esthonian Bank at the rate of the day. 

11. The exporter is obliged to obtain for every separate transaction § 
export licence, applying therefor to the Council for Foreign Trade. The 
application must also give the following particulars: (a) The kind 40 
quantity of goods; (b) the price in foreign currency and the conditions 
of sale: (c) the country to which the goods have been sold; \% 
the name of the buyer or the selling agent. 


rT 
mee 


IMPORT. 

12. The following goods can be imported free of import licence: [r02, 
steel. nails, agricultural machinery and implements, machinery and pant, 
grain, sugar, salt, kerosene, benzene, naphtha, masut. |ubricating 0, 
machine and cylinder oils, coal, boots, boot leather, fertilizers, grass and 
vegetable seeds, cloth (woollen, cotton and linen). ; - 

13. The import of all luxuries and articles not required in daily life, 
such as. for instance, wines, spirits, etc., is prohibited. A full statement 
of such articles is printed below. 

14. The import of all other articles can only take place with special 
permission of the Council for Foreign Trade. Application for the 1s 
of the necessary licence should be made to the Department of Forelgs 
Trade. when all the information required by article 15 should be supplied 
to the Customs Authorities. 

15. On arrival of the goods, the importer furnishes the following par- 
ticulars in duplicate. one copy of which will be retained, and the other set 
to the Ministry of Trade and Industry ; 
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(a) The kind of goods (in case of food, cloth, ete., samples should also 
supplied) ; 

‘b) Quantity ; 

ic) The name of the seller ; 

(d) The price ¢c.i.f. port of import in foreign currency ; 

(e) Sale price, 

(Note.—Foreign currency should be converted into Esthonixen Marks 

at the rate of the day as quoted by the Esthonian Bank.) 

16. Anyone guilty of giving false information will be liable to be 
punished according to criminal law. 

17. All goods imported must be sold according to the regulations 
made under the profiteering law. 7 

18. The Ministry of Trade and Industry, assisted by the Ministries of 
the Interior and of Finance, has to see that these regulations are com- 
plied with. ; 

19. Further detailed information will be given by the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry. . 

TRANSIT. 

%. The Government of the Esthonian Republic permits the transit of 
goods only to those countries whieh are not under Allied blockade. 
Application for the issue of a transit licence should contain the follow- 
ing informatzon : 

~ (a) The Kind of goods ; 

(b) Quantity ; 

(c) The value of the goods in foreign currency ; 

(d) The consignor and consignee and their full addres-es. 

21.The goods for transit shou!d be accompanied by a certified copy 
of the invoice and forwarding dceuments. 

»%. The transit of goods through Esthonian territory will be controiled 
by the Customs Authorities in accordance with the late Russian Custom: 
reguictions. 

9. The goods for transit can be stored at consignor’s risk and eX pense 
in Esthonian harbours and railway yards, where provision has been mad: 
for such storage. They can there be repacked and re-addressed. 

4%, Until further notice, a war tax of 2 per cent, ad valorem is 
made on goods, either on their invoice value or on their price on the 
London market. This war tax has to be paid either in gold or in th 
currency Of the country from which the goods are exported. 

Note: (1) The tax on goods exported from Russia has to be paid in 
the currency of the country of import, or in Russian gold 
or silver money at the par rate. 

2) Goods imported into Russia by the American Relief Com 
mittee are exempt from the war tax. 

25. Tran-it goods are not liable to requisition and sequestration. 


“LUXURY ” GOODS PROHIBITED TO BE IMPORTED. 
(See par. 13 above.) 

(1) Artichokes, asparagus, cauliflowers, brussels sprouts, green peas, green 
beans, salads, spinach (either fresh or dried), fresh melons and 
water-melons, 

(2) Fresh .or preserved fruit and berries, viz.: fresh bitter oranges, lemon 
pe-is, dried or preserved orange peel. 

Fresh grapes; all kinds of dried fruit and berries, such as 
prunes, grapes, ralsins, currants, figs, ete. 

(3) Dried raw oranges; chestnuts and all kinds of nuts. 

(4) Pasties; every kind of ingredient for sauces; pickles in airtight vessels 
or other receptacles, 

(3) Capers, olives, fruit and berries in vinegar or oil, or pickled in any 
other way. 

(6) Meat and meat preparations and extracts. 

(7) Mushrooms, fresh, dried or pickled. 

(8) Confectionery of every description such as jams, sweets, pastilles, fruit 
conserved in spirit, rum or brandy. 

(9) Chocolate with or without sugar. 

(10) “Rahat-locoum,”’ ‘“‘Halva,’” ‘‘T-hurtshelaaks.”’ ete.; fruit, jams and 
syrups in airtight vessels or other receptacles; all kinds of pastries 
with or without sugar. 

(ll) Arrack, rum, French cognac, brandy, cherry and plum wines, gin, 
whisky, spirit and methyiated spirit. 

(12) Ordinary wines, wines made from fruit and berries, natural and arti- 
ficial mineral waters. 

(13) Cheese, 

(14) Trout, etc., in oil or yinegar, caviare. ov-ters, lobsters, snails, etc.. 
either fresh, dried, in salt or pickled. 

(15) Human hair. 

(16) Down and feathers. 

(17) Valuable skins :—Cobra, black and brown fox, pole-cat, sable, blue 
fox, ermine, astrakhan, etc. 

(18) Squirrel and musk-rat tails. 

(19) Ladies’ boots made partly from silk, and parts of such boots. 

(@) Woodwork carved, turned, ornamented with paintings, polished, gilt. 
bronzed. 

@1) Articles of every description made of papier-maché, or any other 
non-metallic composition, or wood, if ornamented by paintings, etc.. 
as Well as such articles govered with alabaster or bas-relief which 
gives them an appearance of wood carving. 

(2) Mirrors and pictures in frames exceeding 50 vershoks in height, if the 
frames cannot be used by themselves. 

(23) Articles of carpentry, turned or carved, ornamented with brass, any 
kind of steel, mother-of-pearl, ivory, tortoise-shell, ete. 

(4) Wooden afticles covered with cloth or leather. ~ 

(4) Plants and parts of plants, fresh or dried flowers and leaves, dyed 
owers, leaves and any parts of plants in bundles or in the form 
of wreaths, 

%) Natural and artificial precious and semi-precious stones, if made to 
replace precious stones, cut or otherwise; pearls, artificial or real. 
strung or single; garnets: natural or artificial corals, single or 
strung, in bunches or carved, 

@7) Stones of every description other than precious and semi-precious 
stones, as well as plaster of Paris and alabaster, if sculptured. 
carved, or turned, 

28) Pottery, hand painted or otherwise ornamented. 

(29) China, hand painted or gilt. 

(%) Bric-a-brac, made of porcelain, china, etc., white or coloured, hand 
painted, ornamented with gold or brass work. 

(31) Porcelain, hand-painted, or with coloured or gilt designs. 

(2) Iron or steel tools, if gilt or silvered, or ornamented with gold, 

silver, tortoise-shell, ivory, mother-of-pearl, or precious stones. 

(83) Spectacles, lorgnettes, binoculars, with rims of gold, silver, platinum, 
mother-of-pearl, tortoise-shell, ivory or of any other valuable 
material, or if adorned with precious stones 

(4) Cotton velvet and cotton plush. 

(%) Silk materials, viz., knitted scarves, foulards and stuffs, ribbons, gauze, 

and plush, even if only partly of silk. 

(%) Silks mixed with other materials, in the form of searves, stuffs, 
foulards and blankets, ribbons. 

(37) Woollen carpets. 

) Knitted, crocheted, and similar articles partly of silk. 

(89) Lace and similar articles. 

(®) Embroidered articles made af wool, silk. or materials partly of silk 

(41) Ladies’ hats trimmed with ribbons. feathers, flowers, lace, etc. 

Omamental feathers and bird skins; artificial flowers, etc. 

(43) Glass pearls amd articles made of glass pearls. 

(4) White and coloured articles of glass; frosted glass, ete. 
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(45) Articles of glass ciched with acids, Ornamented with enamel, goid, 
silver, brass work, etc. ; 

(46) Sheet glass over 5 m,m in thickness, painted; glass for photographic 
purposes; glass ornamented in ahy Way and mounted in tin, 
brass or similar frames, 

(47) Mirrors and mirror glasses, polished or cut, blown giass sheet- amd 
glass sheets generally exceeding 5 m/m in thickness, hand painted 
or otherwise ornamented as well as framed in tin, brass or similar 
frames. 

(48) Cosmetic articles, such as whit: toilet powder, rouge, hair dyes 
(containing spirit or otherwise). scents of every description, 
aromatic otis, scented waters, etc 

(49) Fine wire, gilt or silvered, ete., used in articles of luxury. 

(50) Articles made of brass and similar alloys and metals adorned with 
reliefs or engravings (cther than those impressed. finshed or half 
finished, whole or in parts, as well as ornaments, memorials, 
medallions, ete. 


FRANCE AND FRENCH CCLONIES, 
EXPORTATION OF ARMS AND «MUNI- 
TIONS OF WAR, 

The French ‘*‘Journal Officiel’’ for 16th November contains 
a French Presidential Decree, dated Sth November, provid- 
ing for the prohibition of the export of arms, etc., to China 
from all French and ['rench Colonial territory, and laying 
down regulations for the export of arms from France to : ny 
destination 

Art. 1 of the Decree prohibits, until further notice, the 
exportation from France, Algeria, trench Colonies and 
Protectorates, under any Customs regime whatsoever, of 
arms for war, and parts thercot, and munitions of war, 
destined for China or bordering countries. The prohibition 
is not applicable to arms and munitions destined for the 
occupying troops or for the French Military Mission in 
China. 

{xceptions to this provision may be authorised under 
conditions to be determined by the Minister of Finance 
after consultation with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

The Decree further provides that the exportation of the 
above-mentioned goods to all other destinations will remain 
authorised under the conditions fixed by the Law of 14th 
August, 1885, but subject to certain specified restrictions. 








GERMANY. 


EXPORT OF RAILWAY GOODS WAGONS 
PROHIBITED. 


A Proclamation of 17th November, published in the 
‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ of 20th Novesnber, prohibits the 
exportation from Germany without licence of railway goods 
wagons (from Tariff No. 914). 

This prohibition is an amendment of the Proclamation of 
12th November, 1918, referred to in the notice published in 
the ‘‘Journal’’ of 30th October, 1919. 





NETHERLANE?s. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS WITHDRAWN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information to the effect that the Dutch Govern- 
ment decided to suspend, as from 18th November, the f-ro- 
hibition of the export from the Netheriands of reeds ind 
rushes and their fibres in all forms, matting for packing, and 
electric pocket lamps, parts thereof, and raw materials for 
the manufacture thereof. 








PORTUGAL. 


EXPORT OF AUTOMOBILES, ETC., TO 
PORTUGUESE COLONIES ALLOWED. 

The ‘Diario do Governo’’ (Lisbon) tor 12th November 
contains a Decree (No 6217) in virtue of which the prohibition 
on the export from Portugal of.motor cycles, motor cars, 
together with their tyres and parts, is withdrawn, so far as 
regards exports to the Portuguese Colonies. 








EXPORT SURTAXES ON COCOA AN!) 
CHOCOLATE WITHDRAWN. 

The saine issue of the ‘‘Diario’’ publishes a Decree (No. 
6216) in virtue of which the export surtaxes (established 
by Decree of 29th April, 1916) of 3 per cent. ad valorem 
on cocoa, and 33 per cent. ad valorem on chocolate manu- 
factured in Portugal, are abolished, with a view to ennbling 
these articles to compete in foreign markets. 
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PORTUGAL (Madeira). 


PROHIBITION OF EXPORT OF WICKER. 

A Decree (No. 6218) published in the Portuguese ‘‘Diario 
do Governo”’ on 12th November, prohibits the export ot 
wicker in bulk from the Island of Madeira. This measure is 
taken in order to safeguard the wicker-work industry of the 


Island. 








_—-- =. 


SPAIN. 


IMPORTATION OF SACCHARINE FOR 
CERTAIN PURPOSES. 

Under a Law of 24th December, 1903, saccharine and 
analogous sftibstances are prohibited to be imported into 
Spain except for medicinal purposes. By way of exception 
to this prohibition, however, a recent Royal Order (dated 
17th November, 1919, and published in the ‘‘Gaceta de 
Madrid’’ for 21st) authorises the importation of saccharine, 
under prescribed conditions, for use in the manutacture ot 
cigarette paper. 

Applications for permission to import the quantity ot 
saccharine which is necessary for manufacturing cigarette 
paper must be submitted to the Director-General of Cusioins 
by the manufacturers concerned. If permits are granted the 
saccharine imported thereunder shall be subject to Custom, 
duty at the rate of 50 pesetas per kilog. 

The sale of saccharine so imported and its use for. any other 
purpose than in the manufacture of cigarette paper 1s 
absolutely prohibited. 











CUSTOMS 


RE-ESTAPLISHMENT OF 
DUTIES ON HORSES, ETC 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’ for 20th November contains 
a Royal Order, dated 17th November, in virtue of which the 
Customs duties on horses, mules, and asses, which were 
suspended by Royal Orders of 2nd January, 1916, wre 
re-established as frony 21st November. 

Animals which can be proved to have been despatched to 
Spain up to and including 21st Novempber will be admitted 
free ffom Customs duty. In the case of animals imported hy 
sea, the date of the Consular visa on the documents is taken 
as the date of despatch. 





SUDAN. 
REVISED TOBACCO DUTIES. 

Ihe ‘Sudan Government Gazette”? of 3rd November con- 
tains copy of the Customs (Tobacco Duties) Amendment 
Ordinance, 1919 (No. 9 of 1919), which came into operation 
on the date of its publication in the Gazette. The Ordinance 
provides that the following duties shall be leviable on tobacco 
imported into the Sudan whatever may be the country of 
origin, viz. :— | 

Per kilo (2°2046 Ib.). 
Milliemes. 


SE TN svcssninasscnnundbeonikionscate 500 
On tobacco in leaf stripped of its petiole 

or middle fibre, and on tobacco manufac- 

tured, cut, or powdered, or in cigarettes 600 
On cigars whatever their quality ............ 600 





REVISED DUTIES ON TOMBAC. 

The ‘“‘Sudan Government Gazette’ of 29th October con- 
tains copy of an Order which came into operation on the date 
of its publication in the Gazette, stating that the following 
duties shal] be levied on all Tombac brought into the Sudan, 
Viz. : 

Per kilo (2-2046 Ib.). 
Milliemes. 
On tombac in leaf ... .... ieaAdnaiie’ daub 500 
On tombac stripped of its fibre ............... 600 


er - ——— 


TRANSCAUCASIA, 


TRANSIT TO PERSIA: CUSTOMS REGIME IN 
GEORGIA. 

The Chief British Commissioner in Transcaucasia reports, 
under date 19th October, that a notice has appeared in the 
loca] press to the following effect : — 

“The Financial Economic Committee (of Azerbaijan) has 
decided that goods trom all countries in transit through 
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Azerbaijan to Persia shall be free from all duties. Trangi 
from Persia to ali countries (except Georgia) will be charged 
with duties 100 times higher than those formerly in force.” 
Mr. Wardrop adds that he has been informed by the 
Director of Customs in Georgia that goods may be sent jy 
transit under seal from Batoum or Notanebi direct to 
Teheran without having the seals broken and without beiag 
subject to Customs examination, or to payment of Customs 
duty, in Georgia or Azerbaijan. | 
The Customs duties charged on goods imported jut 
Georgia are still those of the former Russian **European’ 
Tariff. At the present rate of exchange the ad valorem 
incidence of these duties is, of course, very small. 


URUGUAY. 
LIST OF PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 
Phe Board ot Trade are in receipt, through the Foreigy 
; , “4 ° . . =) 
Office, of copy of a list of the export prohibitions at present 


in force in Uruguay. 
The list is as follows :— 


Dyestufis. 
Medicinal preparations, imported. 
Metals, wrought and unwrought:—Iron and steel, 


copper, tin, lead, zinc, aluminium, antimony and 
their alloys, including tinplate, galvanized "iron, 
soldering bronze, brass, and yellow metal. 

Needles, sewing machine. 

Paints. 

Pharmaceutical and industrial preparations, imported, 

Serums, 

Surgical instruments and appliances, imported. 

Thread, cotton. 

Varnishes. 

Wire. 

Yarn, knitting and embroidery 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


BELGIUM. 


PROPOSED CUSTOMS FORMALITIES ON 
GOODS SHIPPED FROM ANTWERP 
FOR THE CONGO, ETC. 

Article 3 of the Bill for the approva! of the 1919 Budget 
tor the Belgian Congo contains provisions for the creation 
at Antwerp of a Colonial Bureau at which goods shipped 
trom Aniwerp, via Congo ports, to the Belgian Congo or 
other African territories administered by the Belgian Govern- 
ment must be declared for consumption, transit, or ware 
housing, and pay Customs duty on the basis of the Colonial 
Customs Tariff. Similar bureaux may, it is proposed, be 
established at other Belgian ports by Royal Decrees. 

rhe Bill containing these provisions has been passed by 
both Houses of the Belgian Legislature, but has not vet been 
promulgated as Law. It is not anticipated that the special 
Bureau can be opened at Antwerp for some two or three 
months. 

The object of the measure—which is to apply to all goods 
shipped from Antwerp, whether Belgian or foreign—is to 
avoid deterioration of goods by unpacking and exzaimination 
at Congo ports. ' 

The measure does not affect goods shipped to the Belgian 
Corgo or Belgian African Colonies direct from non-Belgian 
ports, which will continue as heretofore to be examined a 
arrivai in the Colony. 

‘The above notice should be substituted for that headed 
‘Imports into Belgian Congo,’ published on page 506 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal’ for 23rd October. | 


BRAZIL. 

PROJECTED REVISION OF THE TARIFF. 

In view of the possibility of a revised Brazilian Custoiis 
Tariff being enforced as from 1st January next, attention is 
directed to the fact that copies of the sections of the new 
Draft Tariff prepared by the Revision Commission which 
have been received in this country are available for inspection 
Lv British exporters at the Enquiry Room of the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

These sections are being published in various issues of the 
Brazilian ‘“‘ Diario Official,’ and since the publication of the 
notice on the subject at p. 519 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 23rd October, copies have been received of the 
proposals under the following Tariff classes : — 
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Class X.—-Materials and substances for perfumery, dyeing, 
acnting,. ete. : 

Class XJ.—Chemical 
ceutical specialities. 

Class XIT.—Wood (including wood manufactures). 

Class XII1.—Cane, bamboo, rushes, rattan, osiers and the 
ike (including manufactures). 

Class NIV.—Straw, esparto, coir, agave, piassava, and 
other similar vegetable fibres. 

In a telegram dated 27th November H.M. Ambassador at 
Rio de Janeiro reported the publication of the Tariff Com- 
mission’s proposals in respect of the last five sections of the 
Brazilian Tariff (classes xxx to xxxv) relating to Vehicles; 
Mathematical, Physical, Chemical, and Optical Instruments 
and Apparatus; Surgical and Dental Instruments; Musical 
Instruments; Machinery, Apparatus and Tools; and 
Miscellaneous Articles. 

Sir R. Paget also reports that the most important altera- 
tions of duty proposed by the Commission for these sections 
of the Tariff are those shown in the subjoined statement. 
Attention is directed to the fact that for Machinery, Motor 
Cars, and certain other goods (as shown below), it is proposed 
to substitute specific rates of duty for the present ad ralorem 
rates. 


products, drugs, and pharma- 


Tarh Articl s. tate of Duty. 
Po. Present. Proj ozed. 
oa ee nue ae 


“ts | Rubber tyres ; Rois per hilo. 


Solid - “s ost ae : 200 
Pneumatic .. - i” ad vil { cOea 

» Votor vehicles : 

Lorri , es nis 7 i =0/ | | eu 

Pleasure cars ae a y are 
ek Large pan-, boilers, and 

<imilar articlts for indus 

trial use... - ..| 15°C ad val. 150 
“2 Driving and transmission 

apparatus .. 7 .-| 15% ad val. ‘a 

heis per kilog. 

. Machine b-lting, of leather .. 200 250 
K(4 | Cranes “4 “ .»-| 15% ad val. 1ao 
fos | Sationary Motors, locomoe. 

tives, and portable engincs : 
Vemhing up to 200 k logs od 
iVeighing from 200 to 466 | — 
kilogs. .. ” | } ee ee 200 
hie ghing over 400 hilogs. - bao 
(+ Machines in general for manu- 

- taetories and mines -| 15% ad val. 150 
15 | Presses for baling, ete. --| 15% ad val. LS50 
l}i+ Saws: handsaws .. : SOO 

Siws: Machine-driven plo°o ad ral. 1569 





SPAIN. 





TARIFF REVISION: ‘“‘TRANSITORY” TARIFF 
TO BE PREPARED AND ENFORCE]). 

The following is a translation of the Spanish Royal Order 
ot 20th November, referred to in the notice on page 669 
of last week’s issue of the ‘‘Journal,’’ which lays down the 
steps of Tariff revision to be undertaken in Spain. 

Tariff revision on the basis of the 1906 Law (i.e., on the 
basis of revised oilicial valuations of imports) is postponed 

7 a : . ° . " 
until the year 1921, by which time price and other condi- 
tions may have become more normal and stable. In the 
meantime steps are to be taken immediately to prepare and 
put into force by Royal Decree a ‘‘Transitory”’ Tariff, the 
Provisions of which are subject to alteration after periods of 
88 months 
Article 1.—The Junta de Aranceles y Valoraciones shall proceed during 

the year 1920 to study the most suitable Customs classification and 

industrial and commercial prices (valuations) in order to determine 

whether it is possible or convenient to bring a definitive Tariff into 
force on the 1st January, 1921, on which date the period of operation 
‘fa normal Tariff, in accordance with the periodical revisions pro- 
vided by the Law of the 20th March, 1906, would terminate. 


Article 2-—As a temporary measure between the present Tariff and the 
definitive Tariff which the Junta de Aranceles y Valoraciones in due 
ume is to propose, in virtue of the provisions of the preceding Article, 
the Permanent Commission of the Junta shall proceed to study the 
alterations which present circumstances render desirable in the Taritft 
m force. In the draft Tariff which it is to draw up, the Commission 
shall consolidate or modify the provisions regarding the reductions of 
import duty, exemptions from import duty, and the imposition of 
export duties or prohibitions, which have been brought into force 
tom 1914 up to the present date. 


Per this purpose, the Permanent Commission referred to shall with as 
iittle delay as possible forward to the Ministry of Finance, through 
the Director General of Customs, a draft Tariff following the genera! 
classification of that now in foree, the number of Tariff headings 
and the duties being those which the Commission considers most 
convenient in the public interest. There shall be added, for the 
special purposes mentioned, a third Tariff in which shall be entered 
the maximum limit of the reductions from the second Tariff Which 
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may be author:sed by way of concessions as the result of the negotia- 
tion of commercial treaties with other countries; this third Tariff 
will, therefore, indicate the min‘mum amount of protection which, in 
any circumstances, is to be accorded to national] industries. 

In the same way, the Permanent Commission of the Junta de Aranceles y 
Valoraciones shall draw up a draft Export Tariff on the same lines 
as the Import Tariff, in which shall be included all articles which, in 
the national interests, r-quire to be taxed on exportation from Spain. 


Article 3 provides for the addition to the membership of the Permanent 
Commission of the Junta de Aranceles y Valoraciones, of various 
Official representatives and various representatives of Spanish industries. 

Article 4 authorises the President of the Junta de Aranceles y Valora- 
ciones to be present, to preside over, to vote at, and to convene, 
mectings of the Permanent Commission. 

lrticle 5—In order to draw up the transitory Taritf referred to, the 
Permanent Commission of the Junta de Aranceles y Valoraciones may 
consult official or private bodies, concerns, or persons, whose advice 
it considers useful. 

Article 6.—The Government shail, in Council of Ministers, approve the 
Draft transitory Tariff, cither with modifications which it considers 
desirable or in the form which it is proposed by the above mentioned 
Commission. This Tariff shall remain in Operation until the resump- 
tion of normal conditions of international trade enable the Junta 
de Aranceles y Valoraciones to carry out the work entrusted to 
it, under which proper valuations have to be assigned to goods as @ 
basis for the fixiifg Of the normal Customs duties as laid down In 
Section 4 of the Law of the 20th March, 1906. In the meantime, the 
Tariff approved by virtue of the present Decree, drawn up with par- 
ticular reference to the present economic situation. shall be in force, and 
the duties fixed in the first and second Tariffs thereof may be revised, 
at the instance of the permanent Commission of the Junta de Aranceles 
of Valoraciones, every six months. 


NOTE. —The ‘first Tariff?’ reterred to in Article 6 above is 
the Spanish General ‘Tariff. The ‘‘second Tariff’’ (see 
Articles 2 and GC) is the Minimum Tariff, embodying the 
reduced duties provided for in respect of certain classes of 
goods by various Treaties which Spain has concluded with 
toreign countries. | 


Openings for British Trade. 


NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
--~British firms may obtain the names and addresses of tice 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting hie Spe cifie refe renee number and 
country. 

Tn COSES of doubt Ol difficulty in regard to Ve strictions On 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Oueen Street, London, S.W. #8 


Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to 
its Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated. | 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applications 
are frequentiy received at the Department of Overseas Trade (De- 
velopment and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the Umted 
fingdom and abroad who wish to get into communication with 
British manufacturers or producers of various classes of goods 
vith a view to obtaining supplies. 
An application has been recorded during the past week for the 
names of manufacturers of the following (among other) articles :— 
Fittings for chatelaine bags. 
sritish manufacturers of these articles now in a position to 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer. 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

















AUSTRALIA. 


LOCOMOTIVES AND ROLLING STOCK, GENERAL RAIL- 
WAY MATERIAL, POWER PLANT MACHINERY AD 
WORKSHOP MATERIAL.—A consulting mechanical engineer, 
with offices in Sydney, desires to get into touch wit) United 
Kingdom manufacturers of locomotives and rolling stock, general 
railway material, power plant machinery and workshop material, 
with a view to undertaking their representation in Australia, on 
4 commission basis. The enquirer has been connected with rall- 
wav work jn Australia for about forty years, specialising in the 
design and construction of locomotives and rolling stock. (Refer- 
ence No. 1141.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, conditions of contract, schedules, and 
forms of tender in connection with a call for tenders by the Com- 
missioners of the Victorian Government Railways as follows :— 

(1.) TRIMMERS’ TWINES.—Up to 11 a.m. on 28th January, 
1920. for the supply and delivery of trimmers’ twine (Contract. 


No. 32.763). 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. | OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continu-.: 

(2.) LINOLEUM.—Up to 11 a.m. on 28th January, 1920, for | NEEDLES.—A Canadian firm manufacturing latch and Sprin; 
the supply and delivery of linoleum (Contract No. 32,755). knitting machine needles asks for the addresses of United Kingdo, 
(35.) HESSIAN.—Up to 11 a.m. on 4th February, 1920, for buyers. They also seek the services of an agent possessing the 
the supply and delivery of hessian (Contract No. 32,756). necessary connections for the sale of their goods. ae 
Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the MARKET SOUGHT FOR STEEL SHOE FOR REPAIRI\ 


Secretary for Railways, Spencer Street, Melbourne, on the dates 
specified. Tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
of 4 per cent. of the amount of the offer. Loca! representation 1s 
necessary. 

Copies of the above-mentioned specifications, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested, at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
73, Basinghai] Street, London, E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed 
by cable. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

SMALL REFRIGERATING OUTEITS.—H.M. Com 
missioner in India reports that a Calcutta firm, trading solely in 
Ceylon, desire to extend their trade in general engineering sup- 
plies, and are anxious to secure the representation of a British 
manufacturer of smal] refrigerating plants suitable for operation 
von up-country estates. (Reference No. 1142.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 


Trade. 


Tiade 


CANADA. 

TAPESTRIES.—A firm of exporters and importers in Toronto. 
with an established Londen office, wish to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of piece-goods in tapestries, for the 
whole of Canada, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 1143.) 

HOSIERY, SHIRTINGS, CAPS. ETC.—A_ manufacturers’ 
agent in Toronto who is visiting the United Kingdom shortly, is 
interested in hosiery, caps, shirtings and allied lines. and desires 
agencies for the district of Ontario. (Reference No. 1144.) 

WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS FOR SUITINGS.—A firm of ex- 
porters and importers in Toronto, with an established Londen 
office, desire to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of! 
woollen piece-goods for suitings, for the whole of Canada, on a 
commission basis. ‘Reference No. 1145.) 

MANUFACTURED FURS.—A manufacturers’ agent 
Toronto, who is visiting the United Kingdom shortly. is interested 
in manufactured furs, and desires agencies for the district of 
Ontario. (Reference No. 1146.) 

SERGES AND VELOURS.—A firm of exporters and importers 
in Toronto, with an established London office. desire to repre- 
sent United Kingdom manufacturers, on a commission basis, 
for the whole of Canada, for serges. women’s serges. and dress 
materials (light weight), and velours. (Reference No. 1147.) 

UPHOLSTERING MATERIALS.—A firm of exporters and 
importers in Toronto, having an established London office, desire 
to represent United Kingdom manufacturers, on a commission 
basis, for the whole of Canada, for upholstering materials. 
(Reference No. 1148.) 

SILKS, PRINTS. VOILES, NETS, AND CREPE DE 
CHINE.—A firm of exporters and importers in Toronto, with 
an established London office, desire to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers, on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. 
for silks. prints, voiles, nets, and crepe de chine. (Reference 
No. 1149.) 

SHIRTING MATERIALS.—A firm of exporters and importers 
in Toronto, with an established London office. desire to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of all kinds of shirting materials. 
on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 


SERGES.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto, who is visiting 
the United Kingdom shortly, is interested in serges, and desires 
agencies for the district of Ontario. (Reference No. 1151.) 

GLOVES.—A firm of exporters and importers in Toronto. 
with an established London office, wish to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of gloves. on a commission basis, tor the 
whole of Canada. {Reference No. 1152.) 

SHAWLS AND SCARVES.—A firm of exporters and importers 
in Toronto. with an established London office. desire to represent. 
on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. United Kingdom 
manufacturers of women’s and men’s woollen shawls and scarves. 
(Reference No. 1153.) 

LACE CURTAINS.—A firm of exporters and importers in 
Toronto. with an established London office. desire to represent. 
on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. United Kingdom 
manufacturers of lace curtains. (Reference No. 1154.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 
Trade. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIES. 


The fol'’owing enquiries have been received at the Canadian 


Government Trade Commissioner's Office. Portland House. 73. 
Basinzhall Street. London. E.C.2. whence further information 


may be obtained :— 

GREEN COFFEF, SPICES. AND VANILVUA BEANS.—A 
merchandise broker in Vancouver asks for the addresses of United 
Kingdom firms who can offer supplies of the following articles 
for shipment direct to Canada from the country of origin :—Green 
coffee, spices. and vanilla beans. 

MARKET SOUGHT AND AGENTS SERVICES SOUGHT 
FOR LATCH AND SPRING KNITIING MACHINE 











TYRE BURSTS.—A Toronto firm manufacturing a patented stg 
shoe for repairing tyre bursts would like to get into touch yi 
United Kingdom importers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

MACHINERY, MACHINE TOOLS, SECTIONAL STER 
WORK, RAILWAY MATERIAL, ELECTRICAL PLANT, Et 
—A firm of manufacturers’ representatives in Wellington desig 
to secure agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of all king 
of machinery, machine tools, sectional steel work, railway materia 
tool steel, files, electrical plant, etc., for the whole of New Ze, 
land. The firm are prepared to work on commission, but pref 
to purchase goods outright, paying cash for same On arrival 
One of the partners has had 14 years’ experience of contractor 
work in the Dominien. (Reference No. 11585.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Oversegs 
Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

POWER STATION EQUIPMENT.—The Palmerston Nort 
Borough Council invites tenders for the supply and _installatioy 
of complete power station equipment for municipal supply and 
tramway operation, composing 2-400 h.p. pressure producers an 
auxiliaries. 3,000 v. generating sets, converters, battery, switch. 
boards and accessories. The plant is required for independent 
generation pending inaaguration of Government hydro-electr; 
supply. Tenders must be delivered by 4 p.m. on 2nd March 
1920. 

Contract documents, plans and specifications may be inspected 
by British electrical manufacturers at the Department of Over. 
seas Trade, Room 40, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. 

CGAST-TRON WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS.—The Offeer. 
in-Charge of the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in Ney 
Zealand has forwarded copies of the specification, condition 
of contract, drawings, and tender forms in connection with a 
call for tenders by the Wellington City Council for the supply 
and delivery of cast-iron water-pipes and fittings. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received up to 
5.50 p.m. on 11th December by the Town Clerk, Wellington, 
Each tender must be accompanied by a cheque for £50 on some 
bank in the city of Wellington, such cheque to be speciaily 
marked by such bank as good for 30 days. Local representation 
is necessary. 

The above-mentioned specification, etc.. may be consulted by 
British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73. Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C : , 
_It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
— having agents in New Zealand who can be instructed by 
cable. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
BOLTS AND NUTS.—A South African, firm manufacturing 


bolts and nuts desire to receive quotations, either f.o.b or cid. 
from United Kingdom firms for the undermentioned sizes, whieh 
they are not producing themselves. and of which they vequite 
= aantl ne - vo J : 3; 7 
a smal regular supply: 4—1 x 4,14 x $. 3in. and pnder. (Refer. 
ence No. 1156.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depariment. of Overseas 
Trade. 


ee 


EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

POLICE CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT, AND MISCEL 
LANEOUS STORES.—H.M. Commercial Agent at Cairo has 
forwarded copies of the cahier des charges and tender form in 
connection with a call for tenders by the Egyptian Ministry 
of the Interior for the supply of equipment, clothing. and miscel- 
laneous stores required by the Stores Department during 19%, 
including the following :—Arms, accoutrements. ammunition and 
ordnance stores, clothing, and equipment, etc., for the police 
and “Ghaffir ” service; harness and saddlery ; camp equipment; 
fire engines and appurtenances; barrack. office, rest-house and 
steamer furniture: too's and miscellaneous permanent stores; and 
consumable stores, including carbolic and nitric acid, brushes 
bunting. calico, candles, canvas, leather, nails, oils and paints, 
soap, etc. 

Sealed samples of the articles required may be inspecied at the 
Bulag Stores, Cairo. Certain samples may also be seen at the 
office of Sir A. L. Webb, K.C.M.G., Broadway. Westminster. 
S.W.1., between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. In view of the 
large range of samples, however, it is suggested that. in order t 
save time, firms should write before applying personally, stating 
the pa:ticular samples they wish to inspect. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper form. will be received up to 100 
on 10th January, 1920, by the Director, Personne] and Equir 
ment Department, Ministry of the Interior. Cairo. 

A provisional deposit equal to 2 per cent., or a bank guarante 
of 10 per cent., of the value of the offer must accompany e# 
tender. The tenderer must be a person residing 1n Egypt. * 
must have a representative in that country, and must give in 8 
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es.» an address in Egypt at which notices may be served upon 
Ue ¥ e 
pim. 4 , . a . 
af copy of the gahier des charges, etc., may be borrowed by 
om v . 5 be - : ‘f “2 D art. 
pritish firms interested from the Enquiry Office of the Depa 
seal of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), (6. 
»..<nghall Street, London, E.C.2. | 
ett lling for tenders 
pAILS.—The Egyptian War Department is calling tor nder: 
the supply and delivery of pails. ‘Tenders are returnable up 
noon on 18th December, and are to remain open seven —_ 
‘| particulars may be obtained from Sir A. L. Webb, K.C.M.G., 
it 7 al y iis ao 7 
jyeen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, S8.W.1. 
Y : 





EUROPE. 


GROCERY, HARDWARE, IRONMONGERY, AND CUT. 
ERY.—A firm of brokers in grocery, hardware, inser nk 
ud cutlery, established in London, with pill ga ste 
tablished in France, Belgium, Holland, ie gs - » inthe 
sveden, Italy, Switzerland, Spain, and Portagel, wisi nde te pon 
‘uch with manufacturers desiring to export their goods to an) 
oi these countries. (Reference No. egg 9 ment of Overseas 
Replies should be addressed to the Department oi —— 


Trade. 








ELGIUM. - 
Beron-CARE AND ACCESSORIES.—An agent * — 
ith ten years’ experience in the motor-car DUSINESS, | esil s , 
‘ ‘ depét, on commission, for the sale of motor 
(Reference No. 1158.) . 
SOAP, PERFUMES, TOILET ARTICLES, 4 Na -— 
enquirer at Liege desires to represent. l “> ing ~~ 
manufacturing soap, perfumes, toilet aruic.es, on et “or 
jentrifices, razors, and hairdressers’ instruments. A 
Xe ASIERY, VELVETS AND COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—An 
id Lr t cency, on commission, fo} 
spplicant at Liege desires to obtain an agenc; or ogge  Ta 
‘ha sale of hosiery articles, velvet, velveteen, satin, 
oe : The applicant desires to travel with a 
call on wholesale and retail houses. 


sbtain an agency, with 
cars and accessories. 


eambric, longcloth, etc. 
small collection a to 
eeon-cY' oy PARTS AND ACCESS0R1 ES.—A — 
nian, with a shop in the centre of the town of be (Liége), 
jesires to obtain a sub-agency for the sale of motor-c) oe 3 
vele parts and accessories. The applicant - a — * a 
Motor Union at Liége, and is well introduced. (Re 


i161. oe 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 








GREECE. | oe 
SENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS’ SERVICES an any 
_\ firm of general commission agents, established in At _ 
lesires. to represent, in that city, British exporters in sm on, 
\anchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, Bradford, and Glasgow. 
Reference No. 1162.) . 
ieplies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





sale ROOFING TILES, ASBESTOS 
SAN Y FITTINGS, ROOK t is, 2 STOS, 
(GREUGATED ROOFING SHEETS, DYES, ETC.—An Italian 
“om of engineers and contractors, resident in Milan. desire to 
~present manufacturers in the United Kingdom for the page oe 
the following goods.—Sanitary fittings of all kinds, roofing — 
and asbestos corrugated roofing sheets, dyes and colours as use 
in the manufacture of jute, cotton, silk, paper, wool, leather, 





vaints and sweetmeats, jute bagging, electrical fittings and 

accessories, varnishes and oils, saddlery and leather goods. (Ref- 

erence No. 1163.) in ; aii 
COAL, PAPER. BRICKS, HIDES. AND BOOTS AN 


SHORS.—An Italian firm, established in Rome, wish to_ re- 
present British exporters of the following articles :—Coal, 
vtapping and news paper, bricks, leather, hides, and boots and 
shoes. (Reference No. 1164.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 
Trade. 





NETHERLANDS. 

H.M. Consul-General at Rotterdam reports the receipt of the 
‘allowing enquiries :— ; 

METALS AND HARDWARE.—A Dutch merchant in Amster- 
dam desires to secure the representation of United Kingdom 
irms dealing in the undermentioned lines :—Metals, Le yee: 
copper, tin, zinc, shemintem in finished a galvanised stee 
sheets, and hardware. (Reference No. ; : 

HIGH SPEED DRILLING MACHINES, WOOD-WORKING 
‘“ACHINERY, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General at Rotterdam reports 
that a firm of wholesale and retail merchants in Rotterdam desire 
t» obtain the sole representation of British firms dealing in high- 
need drilling machines, wood-working oety padlocks, door- 
lnk, pulley blocks, etc. (Reference No. 1166. 

SILKS, CREPE DE CHINE, PRINTS, AND CLOTHS —H.M. 
Consul-General at Rotterdam reports that a firm of merchants 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 








«nd agents in Amsterdam desire to represent British firms deal- 
ing in silks, crepe de chine. prints, and cloths for women’s eos- 
‘umes and men’s wear. (Reference No. 1167.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


POLAND. 

RUBBER GOODS.—A Warsaw firm is desirous of getting into 
couch with United Kingdom manufacturers of the following 
artic'es :—Indiarubber teats, baby soothers, icebags, rubber air 
cushions, syringes, rubber douches, whirling sprays, atomizers, 
sponges, indiarubber bandages, waterproof piece-goods (single 
and double texture), and bed-sheetings. (Reference No. 1168.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 


SPAIN. 

SHOE MACHINERY, ETU.—The Briush Vice-Consu) at 
Granada states that a merchant of that town is desirous of getting 
in‘o touch with British boot and shoe machinerv manufacturers, 
also with British boot-polish manufacturers. ~ (Reference No. 
1169.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Yrade. 

TENDERS FOR ELECTRIC POWER STATION. 

The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 15th November notifies that 
projects for the construction of an electric power station and 
listribution system for the public lighting of the town of Ripell, 
Province of Gerona, will be received, within a period of 30 days 
‘rom the date of the “‘Gaceta” at the Secretaria Municipal, 
Ripoll, Gerona. 

The contract includes, besides the construction of the power 
station and the supply of distribution lines, the furnishing of 
“he lamps, supports, etc., and all necessary materia! for the com- 
plete installation. 

Local representation is necessary. Details can be obtained from 
ihe Secretaria Municipal, where also the town plans may be 
nspected. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of the total 
value of the offer is required to qualify any tender, to be in- 
‘reased by the successful tenderer to 10 per cent. A maximum 
period of three months will be allowed for the completion of 
the undertaking, and projects which reduce this period will be 
‘he more favourably considered. 

[NoTE.—Although the above concession wil] doubtless be 
warded to a Spanish firm, nevertheless the carrying out of the 
works may involve the purchase of material from abroad.) 





A ae —_————____. 


TURKEY, 


MOTOR-ENGINES, COOLERS, TEXTILE MACHINERY. 
\LANGLES, REFRIGERATORS, ETC. (CATALOGUES, ETC., 
WANTED).—A business man in Constantinople wishes to receive 
vialogues (illustrated) with prices and terms (cash or credit) of 
motor-engines, coolers, carding machines, shrinking machines, 
spinning machines, mangles, refrigerators, portable huts, machines 
‘or tile and brick works, concrete-making machines. Catalogues 
by preference should be in French. (Reference No. 1170.) 

‘eplies should be addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 





Trade. 
NEAR EAST. 
PALESTINE. 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND IMPLEMEN'IS, 
AUTOMOBILES, CYCLES, FURNITURE. BUILDING 


MATERIAL, ETC.—A commission agent in Jatia desires to obtain 
the representation of British manufacturers and exporters of 
agricultural machinery and implements, automobiles and trucks, 
evcles and motor-cycles, domestic and office furniture. pianos and 
musical instruments, typewriting machines, building material 
‘rails and p!umbing fixtures, paint and varnish), rubber goods 
tcr drug stores, also raincoats and boots. (Reference No. 1171.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


HABERDASHERY, SILK MATERIALS, ETC.—An import 
company, established at Philadelphia, are desirous of getting into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers or exporters of haber- 
dashery, silk materials for women’s wear, etc. (Reference No. 
1172.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 








LATIN AMERICA. 


AGEs 3S’ SERVICES OFFERED.—An important trading and 


commercial company, having headquarters in Londe~ and 
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branches in Argentina, Brazi!, Uruguay, Ecuador, and Venezuela, 
are desirous of communicating with British manufacturers wish- 
ing to arrange for representation in those countries. (Reference 
No. 1173.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 


ARGENTINA, URUGUAY. 

[IRON AND STEEL GOODS, BUILDING MATERIALS, ETC. 
—A British subject, now in this country and possessing 10 
years’ experience of South American trade, principally in Argen- 
tina, intends proceeding shortly to Buenos Aires, and is desirous 
of representing British firms in the territory of Argentina and 
lruguay for the sale of iron and steel goods, cast-iron pipes, 


black and galvanised plates and_ sheets, metals, building 
materials, sanitary goods and engineering recessories. (Refer- 


ence No. 1173a.) 
Replies should be a ldvessed to the 


Depar.ment of Overseas 
Trade. 


BRAZIL. 

HARDWARE, PAINTS, GLASSWARE, CHINAWARE. 
MACHINERY, ETC.—An Italian firm, well recommended by 
H.M. Consular Officer in Porto Alegre and the British Chamber 
of Commerce of Sao Paulo, are desirous of being placed in touch 
with British manufacturers of hardware, paints, glassware and 
chinaware, jewellery, clocks, cutlery, industria] and agricultural 
machinery. The firm aie also desirous of obtaining raw materia! 
for their meia!lurgical factory, such as sheets and wire of white 
metal, vel!ow metal, copper, zinc, etc., with a view to direct impor- 
tation. (Reference No. 1174.) 

TIN PLATES, DRUGS, CHEMICALS, TEXTILES, AND 
HARDW ARE.—H.M. Consul at Porto Alegre reports that a 
Brazilian commission agent of good standing wishes to represent, 
on a commission basis, British manufacturers of tin plates, 
drugs, chemicals, textiles, and hradware. (Reference No. 1175.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 


Trade. 


CHILE. 

LINES SUITABLE FOR CHILIAN MARKET.—A 
Briti-h general commission agent, recently established in Val- 
paraiso. 1s desirous of securing agencies, on a commission basis. 
for British goods in any fines suitable for the Chilian market. 
The applicant is prepared to keep stocks for shippers who sv 


THE 


desire, for which purpose he can arrange storage on the usua! 
terms. (Reference No. 1176.) 

Renvlies should be addressed to the Pepar ment of Overseas 
Trade. 


MEXICO. 
MANCHESTER GOODS.—A British merchant in Mexico Cits 
desires to represent a Manchester firm for prints, linings, etc. 
Prices should include 2 per cent, commission for theragent, wh 
states that he sells direct to jobbers and large buyers. (Reference 
No. 1177.) 
Replies should be 


Trade. 


addressed to the Depariment of Overseas 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


JUTE BAGS. ETC.—A British subject. who has been repre- 
senting American firms on the West Coast of South America for 
some years, is desirous of representing British manufacturers of 
jute bags. He would also be pleased to hear from manufacturers 
of other lines who may require representation on the West Coast 
of South America. (Reference No. 1178.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Depar:ment of Overseas 


Trade. 








NOTICE. 


The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (644d. 


post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 





United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d, per annuin, 


post fre r. 


The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘The Editor.’ 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all conimuni- 
H.M 


London. 


cations concerning subscriptions and salest are 


Stationery Office, Imperial House, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 


Kingsway, 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO THE DUTCH WEST INDiFs 


The undermentioned rates of postage will in future by: 
charged on parcels for the Dutch West Indies in place a; 
those shown in column 4 on page 678 of the July. 1919 
edition of the Post Office Guide. - i 
For every parcel not exceeding 3 Ib., Is 


11 Ib., 3s. 


— 








3d.;7 Ib. 2s 4q. 


CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE BRITISH 
MILITARY MISSION IN SOUTH 
RUSSIA. 


Correspondence intended for transmission to officers 
men serving with the British Military Mission in 
Russia must be addressed as follows :— 

British Military Mission, 
South Russia, 
Army of the Black Sea. 

Letters and parcels should be posted in the usual way 
They should not be sent te the War Office or any military 
office for transmission. Additions to the address. such as 
‘c/o General Post Office,” or ‘‘c/o War Office.”’ or the 
use of any form of address other than that authorised 
cause dificulty and delay. 

The rates of postage are as follows :— 

Letters, ld. per oz. Postcards, ld. each. New spapers, 
sd. per 2 oz. Parcels, not exceeding 3 Ib., is. Parcels 


ang 
South 


. ‘ © . 
exceeding 3 and not exceeding 7 Jb., 1s. 9d. Parcels 
exceeding 7 and not exceeding 11 Ib., 2s. €d. 





— 


THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
The following announcement has been made by the 


astern Telegraph Company :— 

The Eastern Telegraph Company announce that owing to 
the accumulation of traffic caused by interruptions of main 
line cables they regret that they cannot satisfactorily cope 
with the increasing number of messages which continue to 
he handed to them by the public. 

The appeal which the Company made through the press 
in the early part ef October has not had the desired effect, 
and the public are, therefore, again urged, in their own 
interests, to reduce the number and limit the length of 
tieir telegrams as much as _ possible. : 

The Company also ask particularly that telegrams of 
Christmas and New Year greetings should not be sent. 

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH 
SOUTH RUSSIA. 

The Department of Overseas Trade learns that the Post 
Office will now accept urgent commercial telegrams at triple 
rates for transmission to Constantinople. Telegrams so 
sent are at present reaching their destination with a delay 
of about 24 hours. 

The service beyond Cons-antinople, which is maintained 
by means of a direct cable to Odessa, is understood to be 
fairly satisfactory as far as Ekaterinodar, Rostoff, and 
Novorossisk Improvements are contemplated which will 
have the effect of considerably accelerating the rate of 
transmission. 


FOOD * SECTION. 
CONDENSED MILK. 


The Food Controller has issued a General Licence per- 
micting the sale until 15th March, 1920, instead of 51st 
December, 1919, of 16-ounce gross weight tins of Machine 
Skimmed Condensed Milk at the price applicable to 14-owve 
net weight tins of Machine Skimmed Condensed Milk. 








PRIVATELY IMPORTED SUGAT. 


The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply is arrangin2 
for a return to be made by the first importers of all private 
contracts for sugar, effected prior wo 3lst October, ler 
delivery after 27th December, 1919. A form (H) has en 
prepared for this purpose which must be completed and be 
in the hands of the Commission by 8th December at tiie 
latest. The Commission will be unable to consider applica- 
tions for licences in respect of purchases that have not been 
so returned. Copies of the form (H) can be obtained by 
application to the Commission, The expression ‘‘first 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continwed. 





importer”’ has been used to denote the first pene. — 
being resident in the United NKingdom, negotiated the 
transaction With the seller resident abroad. 

FISH (PRICES) ORDER, 1919. 

The General Licence, dated 25th February, 1919, releas- 
ing certain classes of Fish from control has now been — 
drawn and a new Order, the Fish (Prices) Order, 1919, ias 
been made, fixing maximum prices for fish at all stages, at 
fgures generally lower than those contained in the for met 
Order. The new Order came into force on Ist December. 

Freshwater fish, with the exception of trout, grayling, 
and eels, are excluded from the Order. . 

The Order has been re ndered necessary owing to the 
continuance of high prices, in spite of increased catches and 
the warning given that prices would be re-controlled if 
dealers’ charges were too high. . . . | 

A complete list of the maximum retail prices, which have 
heen fixed under the new Order, is appended. 





MANIMUM RETAIL PRICES. 
FRESH FISH. 
Whole Headed Cut 
fish fish fish 
per lb. per Ib. per Ib. 
Ss. d. s. d. s. d. 
1 0 ~- — 
ica icra sedis: ail sal aias aaa ( | 
Berghylt OT eee RE eer ee Ct ay Oo 64 - 
Bream, CN 53. ine cewenweaneneenes 8 — 9 : 
TE, MOUND oc sesevecenssecencdnsenesons caves lL 8 - U 
Mo sicsesengainnessseeindieserkoit ] 4 a : 
SR. MUNG uo cnccseonsscaviaes-seeneesseses O45 i : 
CU ED ob ckidnnnicatnnnxedowies <n 3 i€ 
Coal or Saithe, guited .................... i Q 10 
Coal or Saithe, ungutted ................ 5 - ~— 
Cod. gutted, measuring 11 in. extreme 
Remeattly GF OVER ccccsccsccccccceceeeseess: 9 1} 1 2 
Cod, ungutted, measuring 11 in, ex- 
treme length or over ........... Lees 8 _ - 
Cod, gutted, measuring under 11 in. 
exvveme length or over ............. 8 i - 
Cod. ungutted, measuring under 11 in. 
extreme length ............0...ccec00eee 6 —. — 
RS RESRERERE SE Rane nen 10 -- “= 
NE ee re % — - 
Dogfish Mp ectdwensdcisetewdees ieee cseemeneee 44 7 — 
I NN a nis riceandnraesaiibedes ~~ Y - 
a ai 1 QO ~- -— 
Ss Aehstiancsanecineinialiiniinaiis eA eters 1 10 — - 
Eels, Conger, gutted —...........scessscoeees 9 10 11 
Eels, Conger, ungutted ..................... 7 — — 
DOORS, GUOERE ....ni.sceccessccsescecses 10 - ~- 
Pmeders, ungutted ...............000...000 8 - — 
NS i les cacti lal cia cats 1 1 - — 
Red Gurnards or Tubs, 12 0z. or over 11 — — 
Gurnards under 12 oz. and Latchets... 5 64 
ME ac dinaskunwnddasivenion enna -- S — 
Haddocks, guited, measuring 11 in 
extreme length or over ............... 9 - — 
Haddocks. ungutted, measuring 11 in 
extreme length or over ............... 8 --- — 
Haddocks, headed, measuring 8 in. 
extreme length or over ............ — 1 0 —_ 
Haddocks, gutted, measuring under 
ll in. extreme length ................ ts) -- 
Haddocks. ungutted, measuring under 
11 in. extreme length ............... A —_ — 
Haddocks. headed, measuring under 
8 in. extreme length .................. — 9g ~~ 
I a adios cubes ondlssnininas 103. 1 1 1 3 
I, MN ivivisesssdesnddienvowassuane 9 -~- ~- 
I A as sl ssenicsluiawe — 2 i 
Halibut, ungutied ..................ceeeee- 1 4 — 
Herrings. fresh, sprinkled or roused... 6 — . — 
a” ee 94 11 1 1 
Ling, ungutted ................eccccececeeces 7 voi _ 
Mackerel and Garfish ...........00.....0006.. 8 — 
Mackerel (Horse) ................00000 sees. 6 - — 
Megrim. Se CR een 1 O _— _ 
Megrim, ungutted ................ccccecc00.. g —- —_ 
ey es 5 — — 
Monk or Angler, skinned .................. — 9 _ 
 - * ere eee 2 3 — — 
Mullet (Grey) .................... ablecliteatesatnige 1 0 -— — 
Pilchards, fresh, sprinkled or roused... 6 — -- 
Plaice, gutted, measuring 10 in. 
extreme length or over............... t 4 — — 
Plaice. ungutted, measuring 10 in. 
extreme length or over............... ; § ~ — 
Plaice. gutted, measuring under 10 in. 
extreme length ........ ..........0.00 10 - -- 
laice. ungutted, measuring under 
10 in. extreme length ................ 8 — — 
Pollen. Power or Vendace ............... — 10 _ 
Pollock or Lythe, gutted ............... 8 11 — 
Pollock or Lythe, ungutted ............... 6 ~- 
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Whole Headed Cut 

fish fish fish 

per |b. — per Ib. per Ib. 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 
Kiav. Roker, or Skate intl cet 6 —- — 
Ray. Roker, or Skate, wings ............ —- 1 0 | 
Soles and Slips, gutted .................. 2 6 ~~ — 
Soles and Slips, ungutted ............... 2 2 — — 
Soles (Lemon), guti:ed ..................... lL 6 — — 
Soies (Lemon), ungutted .................. Ll 3 — 
EE  ilanbslaninsa Ladi bn tensasdabaiibedidanss 1 10 — — 
EES “ihkasichditsiaginiitiaiditniaehdsieidienditadainees fe) ~ ~- 
Trout (fresh and saltwater) ............... 3 0 --- 5 6 
ME Wchaiibacidisinneibiirdscdenakindienobes _— 10 — 
MS CII aos csiiviccsccsvervsesecvcess. 1 8 —— 2.8 
Turbot, ungutted .................c0c0ec0.00. 1 4 ~ = 
MI MI ikea cisecnssvecesosaveecacce:cces rs) 10 1 0 
Baek, wngubted ............ccccccccccsccce: ri — — 


Whiting and Whiting Pout, 
measuring 11 in. extreme length or 
RE  Ceinenethelibinidcd die cksciagatitadaaan 9 -- _— 
Whiting and Whiting Pout, ungutted. 
measuring 11 in. extreme length o1 


CE | Mibendkxieningiskacnessecaussiesaancas S — =~ 
Whiting and Whiting Pout, headed. 

measuring & in. ex reme length o1 

og, er re dake vibicedeanereilices ~~ 1 0 -—- 
Whiting and Whiting Pout, gutted. 

measuring under 11 in. extreme 

aoe 5 ~- — 
Whiting and Whiting Pout, ungutted. 

measuring under 11 in. exireme 

I ia i a a aa a 6 -— oo 
Whiting and Whiting Pout. headed. 

measuring 8 in. extreme length... — 9 -- 
We NON, IIE acne svn cnccesccccecccaccecss- 1 4 - --- 
Witches, ungutted ........................... lt @ - — 
All fish not specified in any Schedule 4 5 6 


SMOKED AND CURED FISH. 


Cuts. 
per lb. per Ib. 
s. d. s. d. 
smoked Cod, Haddeek and Whiting measuring 
S in. extreme length or over ..................... 1 4 -— 
Smoked Cod, Haddock and Wh*ting. measuring 
under 8 in. extreme length ..................... 1} — 
i\ippered Herrings, Mackerel and Pilchards ._. 9 — 
Bloatered Herrings, Mackere} and Pilchards 7 — 
Horse Mackerel, Kippered or Bioatered ......... 6 ~- 
ted Herrings and Smoked Herrings (other than 
those already mentioned) and Smoked Sprats 6 -— 
Dry Salted Fish other than those specified above 1 0 1 2 
Wet Salted Fish other than those specified above 9 10 
Imported Salmon (including Grilse) pickled 2 0 _— 
Imported Salmon (including Grilse) kippered Z 10 -- 
Cooked Smoked Salmon (including Grilse) 6 6 — 
|| Re  aee 2 10 -—- 
Smoked Fish and Smoked Fish*Fillets. other than 
those specified above ...................... ae 11 -— 
ihROZEN FISH. 
Whole Headed 
fish fish Cuts 
per Ib. pe: lb. per Ib. 
s. «. Ss ¢ s. d. 
Halibut (trimmed ............0.0.0.0.024.. — 1 3 1 6 
Salmon (including Grilse) and Trout... 1 10 2 @ 2 3 
Cod, Haddock and Whiting ............ ~ 8 10 
I a A 6 ~—- — 
Flat fish (other than Halibut) .......... -— Y 11 
All Frozen Fish (not specified above) — 8 10 
FISH AND FISH PRODUCTS NOT AFFECTED BY 
THE ORDER. 
PART I.—FRESH FISH. 
Crustacea of all kinds. 
Fresh fish Roes. 
Shellfish of all kinds. 
Sturgeon. 
Whitebait. ) 
Salmon (except Salmon mentioned in the Second and Third 
Schedules). 


PART If.—SMOKED AND CURED FISH 
Smoked and Pickled Fish Roes. . ° 
PART III. 


? 


Fish Paste. 
Preserved Fish not mentioned in any of the foregoing Schedules 
and Canned Fish. 
[Norr.—Trout are exempt from the Order between January 1 
and February 2, inclusive. 





MAIZE AND MAIZE PRODUCTS. (EX- 
PORT FROM IRELAND). 


The Food Controller has made an Order prohibiting the 
export of maize, maize flour, maize meal, maize flakes, maize 
semolina, hominy or cerealine, from Treland to any destina- 
tion outside Ireland by anv person except under a licence 
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granted to him by or under the authority of the Departm: ut 
zriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 
Order turther provides that a person shail not buy or 
e to buy any of the above-mentioned articles to be con- 
trom treiand to any destination outside [rejiand 
irom a person so licensed, 
POTATO RESTRICTIONS. 

The food Controller has made an Order, called the Potatee- 
Order, 1919, which formaily revokes a number ot Potato 
Orders which were in torce ior the 1917-18 crops. 

The only restrictions which this Order places on the sale 
of potatoes (apart from export restrictions) are: (a) dealers 
in potatoes must continue to be registered and (b) sound ware 
potaives must not be used for any purpose other than seed 
or for human food. 


IMPORTED MEAT: LABELLING ORDER No. 2. 

The Food Controller has made an Order—the Imported 
Meat (Labeliing) Order, No. 2, 1919—which comes into 
operation on 8th December, under which imported meat 
exposed for sale in retail butchers’ shops must be labelled 
clearly with the word ‘‘Imported”’ or the words ‘‘Imporited 
Meat.’’ or must bear a label clearly stating the country of 
origin of the meat. Cuts or joints of meat are sufficiently 
labelled if the siab, rail, or counter on which they are 
exposed bears a similar label. 

There is also a provision providing for ‘‘piece-board”’ sales, 
under wiiich small pieces of meat weighing not more in any 
cas? than 1 Ib., exposed on a slab, tray or counter, may be 
iabetied ‘‘Mixed Home-Killed and Imported Meat,’’ provided 
that the price of the meat so exposed is stated clearly on a 
label. and that such price does not exceed the maximum 
ret2il price for any piece of meat on the slab, tray or 
counter. 

This Order takes the place of the Labelling Order, which 
had been postponed to Ist December, and which is now 
reveked. 


MEALS SERVED BY SMALL CATERERS. 

The Ministry of Food announce that the maximum charge 
for meals in catering establishments exempted under the 
Rationing Order from the obligation to account for their 
consumption by means of the register, has been raised from 
Is. 6d. to ls. 8d. as from Monday, lst December, 1919. ‘This 
decision will not result in any increase in the price of food 
supplied in the smaller catering establishments, but is merely 
designed to enable such establishments to serve larger meals 
to such of their customers as may require them. 


PORTUGUESE SARDINES: LAPELS. 

In March, 1918, a concession was made to importers of 
Portuguese Sardines into the United Kingdom whereby trey 
were allowed to import these goods with a French iustead 
of an English label of origin on them. It is now announced 
that after 3lst January, 1920, all consignments of these 
goods must be labelled in the English Janguage, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887. 


_—— -—_— OOO 


GENERA'(. SECTION. 


METAL INDUSTRY 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 
of Trade to under-mentioned companies or individuals : — 
Cousins, Robert William, trading as Robert William Cousins 

and Company, 8 and 12, Castle Buildings, Swansea. 
Heckford, Arthur E., Birmingham Metal Works, Frederick 

Street and Regent Street, Birmingham. 

Rayner, J. H. and Company, Dunster House, Mincing Lane, 

E.C.3. 

Richards, Turpin (Minerals), Limited, Gloucester House, 

Swansea. 

Rickett and Rollings, 39, Great Tower Street, E.C. 3. 





NON-FERROUS ACT: 





THE FLAX (LRISH CROP) AMENDMENT 
No. 2 ORDER, 1919. 

The Ministry of Munitions has made an Order, dated 2nd 
December, as under: — 

1. The Flax (Irish Crop) Order, 1919, as amended by 
the Flax (Irish Crop) Amendment Order, 1919, shall be 
aiended by substituting for Clause 2 of the said Order as 
arended the foliowing Clause :— | 

> *©(2).The. Flax of which possession is hereby taken 
under Clause 1 hereof will be divided under the 


re, 
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direction of the Board ot Trade into six gradgg 
according to its quality, handling and cleaning, ang 
no person shall sell any Fiax of the descriptiog 
aforesaid at prices other than those hereinafter set 
OUT : — 
first Grade, 
appointed centre. 
Second Grade, 
appointed centre. 
Third Grade, 41s. per 
appointed centre. 
Fourth Grade, 39s. 
appointed centre. 
Fifth Grade, 37s. per 
appointed centre. 
Sixth Grade, 35s. 
appointed centre. 
‘jax which is interior in quality to that of the 
sixth grade hereinbefore mentioned shall be paid for 
according to its relative value.” 
2. This Order may be cited as the Flax (Irish Crop) 
Amendment No. 2 Order, 1919. 


_— 
—— 


5s. per stone, dein ered at 


the 


42s. per stone, delivered at the 
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Commercial Returns. 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURNS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 48 weeks ended 27th November, 

1919 :— 


~— —————erees 


tS Weeks 
ended 

“27th Nov,, 
1919, 


is Weeks Week 
ended ended 

*"th Nov.,) 27th Nov.. 
1919. 1919. 


Week 
ended 
2\th Nov., 
IS19, 





ImP ons. 


Bales. Bales. 
13,830 | 2,387,478 
17,573 
141,566 
470,251 
238,796 | 





Ex Ports. 


Bales. 
42,335 
1,384 
55,789 
70,438 
17,686 


Bales. 
1,133 
200 
4,122 
3,285 


1,894 


American 
Brazilian 

East. Indian 
Egyptian , 


Miscellancous 





Total 3,255,664 10,637 187,632 


*Including 2,848 bales British East African. 

tIncluding 7,225 baies British West Indian, 13,339 bales 
British West African, 19.121 bales British East African, and 
5,212 bales Foreign East African. 





ie ee 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 29th 
November, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley. 


s. a, 
107 9 





Week ended 2°th Nov., 1919 .. 
Corresponding week in— 

1912 

1913 

1914 

19185 

1916 

_ (ier — - a a 

1918 .. - - 1" ee 


29 II 
26 § 
30 2 
48 Jl 
63 

af 863 
62 2 


! 


Ww Noo -1b9 No © 





| 


“Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
Jocal Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel] or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel. of oats. _ 


_—_ 
— 























